Candidates get tough; Fla. tackles absentee ballot problem pagess.10

STARSK,4STRIPES

Futureheads: |

Commander: Removal Collector’s dream:

Brand new of munitions from Iraq [ FTTE [ ER T g0 [T
British pop after invasion unlikely off bats, autographs
Page 18 Page 6 “Shoeless" Joe Jackson's bat Page l 1
Volume 2, No. 202 © EPSS 2004 MIDEAST EDIION FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2004

Pentagon forced to
stop anthrax shots

Judge rules FDA improperly approved vaccine for use eees

From cursed to first

Red Sox top Cardinals to finish improbable sweep,
win first World Series since 1918 Back page

AP photos
Above: Boston pitcher Bronson Arroyo leaps on top of teammates
Jason Varitek, left, Doug Mientkiewicz and Keith Foulke after the Red
Sox defeated the St. Louis Cardinals 3-0 in Game 4 to win their first
World Series title in 86 years Wednesday at Busch Stadium in St.
Louis. Left: People at the University of Massachusetts campus in

Amherst, Mass., celebrate after the Red Sox victory.
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Laci Peterson trial: Jurors in the
Scott Peterson murder trial were sent
home Wednesday with orders to return
Monday for closing arguments after
prosecutors and defense attorneys decid-

ed against calling additional witnesses.

Prosecutors had said they planned to call
eight witnesses after Peterson’s lawyers
ended their case Tuesday. But when jurors
returned Wednesday afternoon, Judge Al-
fred A. Delucchi said both sides had decid-
ed against having additional testimony in
the five-month-long case.

Instead, Delucchi read four statements into
the record. They dealt with testimony regard-
ing concrete work being done at the home of
the Petersons’ neighbor, an e-mail recovered
from the couple’s computer, a store receipt
and a printout regarding San Francisco Bay
from Scott Peterson’s computer.

Clinton’s health: Former President Clin-
ton may be out on the campaign trail, but he
says he feels a bit detached “from the to and
fro of the elections.”

In an interview with Diane Sawyer on
ABC News’ “Primetime Live,” Clinton also
says he prayed for his family before his
Sept. 6 heart bypass operation and enjoyed
the enforced rest that followed.

“I feel kind of distant from the to and fro
of the elections,” Clinton says in excerpts
made available Wednesday, “and a lot of
these things I see happening, I just shake
my head and say, ‘Gosh, I did that for 20
years, I know, but it doesn’t have much to do
with how we're gonna live when it’s over.”
On the other hand, I think it matters pro-
foundly.”

He says he suffered no depression after
the surgery and didn’t mind the recupera-
tion.

Philadelphia corruption probe: Prosecu-
tors won four convictions Wednesday in a
case related to a wide-ranging corruption in-
vestigation that involved FBI wiretapping of
city officials and their political supporters.

Faridah Ali, 54, the director of a Muslim
school in Phlladelpkua was convicted on
charges she conspired to defraud a city com-
munity college of about $224,000 by setting
up an adult education program involving
nonexistent students and classes.

Ali’s two children, Lakiha Spicer, 27, and
Azheem Spicer, 30, were convicted of ac-
cepting money to teach courses in the pro-
gram when they actually performed little
work. Eugene D. Weaver I11, 30, the son of a
Philadelphia Community College adminis-
trator, was convicted on the same grounds.

Business

Florida hurricanes: Drinking orange juice
will help Florida rebuild from the damage
of hurricanes that blew through the state
this season, according to a television adver-
tisement approved ‘Wednesday by the Flori-
da Citrus Commission.

The 15-second national television spot
shows the names and dates of the three hurri-
canes that struck Florida’s citrus-producing
areas in August and September: Charley,
Frances and Jeanne. The spot then shows or-
ange juice being poured into a glass as an an
nouncer says, “Every glass you drink is help-
ing rebuild Florida. We thank you.”

Earlier this month, the U.S. Department
of Citrus released a citrus estimate that
showed the orange crop 27 percent smaller
and the grapefrunl crop 63 percent tinier
than last year’s crops due to the hurricanes.

Delta Air Lines woes: Delta Air Lines Inc.
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Love assault case: Courtney Love leaves Los
Angeles County Superior Courthouse on
Wednesday. Superior Court Commissioner
Sanjay Kumar ordered the singer to stand
trial on a felony charge of assault vnlh a
deadly weapon after listeni
from the alleged victim, Kri
neighbor in the area of the April 25 incident.
“There is uncontroverted evidence that
without provocation the defendant threw a
bottle at the victim and chased her with a
flashlight,” Kumar Love was ordered to
appear for arraignment Nov.

took a giant step away from bankruptcy
when the pilots union tentatively agreed to a
$1 billion package of contract concessions,
including a 32.5 percent wage cut.

The deal was reached Wednesday after 15
months of negotiations that have intensified
in recent days, said Karen Miller, spokes-
woman for the Air Line Pilots Association.

The wage cut becomes effective Dec. 1,
and the agreement includes no wage in-
creases for five years. The union rank and
file will vote on the plan from Monday to
Nov. 11.

World

Gibraltar talks: Spain and Britain agreed
on Wednesday to include Gibraltar for the
first time in talks over the disputed territo-
ry’s future.

Spain’s Foreign Minister Miguel Angel
Moratinos met with his British counterpart
Jack Straw in Madrid to discuss a new ap-
proach to a 300-year-old conflict.

The new focus will be aimed at improving
relations between all parts involved and
build at atmosphere of confidence, although
Spain will continue to press to recover sover-
eignty over the Rock at its southern tip.

“I believe Gibraltar won’'t be a sticky
issue any longer in our relations,” Morati-
nos said at a press conference with Straw.
“It will become an issue where things will
be worked out within a framework of cooper-
ation and dialogue to resolve the different
daily problems of the population,” he said.

Negotiations over the future of the British
colony came to a halt in Nov. 2002, when
Gibraltar’s 30,000 residents voted over-

in a
against the idea of shared British-Spanish
rule.

Dafur crisis: Rebel accusations that fresh
government air-raids killed 26 civilians in

Sudan'’s troubled Darfur region have cast a
pall over peace talks in Nigeria, where Afri-
can Union mediators trying to end the con-
flict are making little headway.

Mahgoup Hussain, a spokesman for the
rebel Sudan Liberation Army, said Wednes-
day that the bombings occurred Tuesday
and Wednesday in the town of Allaiat, in
eastern Darfur. But Lt. Gen. Mohammed Is-
mail, the deputy chief of staff of the
Sudanese army, said there had been no
fresh violence in the area.

“Itis still continuing,” Hussain said of the
bombings, claiming the 26 dead included a
pregnant woman. “Definitely this round [of
negotiations] will not go well. It is not logi-
cal. You are coming here for peace, and you
are bombing people over there.”

Mine-clearing deaths: Prosecutors have
dropped charges against two mine-clearing
instructors from Britain and Bosnia who
had been investigated in the May deaths of
twu Albanian trainees, officials said Thurs-

Handlcap International, which oversaw
the training, said charges were dismissed
against Graham Rees of Britain, and U.N. of-
ficials in Albania said Emin Durakovic of
Bosnia also was cleared of wrongdoing.

Rees, 45, and Durakovic, 40, were
charged with violating rules on handling ex-
plosives after a May 24 explosion at a
course they held in Kukes killed two Alba-
nians and injured 15 others.

Bosnia’s missing persons: Forensics ex-
perts said Wednesday they have generated
DNA profiles from bone samples for more
than 10,000 bodies unearthed from mass
graves across the former Yugoslavia.

Adnan Rizvic, deputy head of the forensic
science department of the International
Commission for Missing Persons, said the
profiles represent a third of all those still
missing after the Balkan wars of the 1990s.
The samples are ready to be matched with
DNA taken from relatives of the missing.

The DNA identification program started
two years ago and is aimed at identifying all
the remains found in mass graves through-
out the former Yugoslavia so lhey can be re-
turned to the families for buri:

China asylum policy: China will punish
anyone who helps asylum-seekers break
info diplomatic missions, an official said
Thursday — a day after two South Korean
human rights activists were detained along
with 65 North Koreans.

Police arrested the two men in a raid in
eastern Beijing amid a recent spate of cases
of North Koreans breaking into diplomatic
facilities. Asylum-seekers have entered the
Canadian and South Korean embassies and
other missions in attempts to go to South

orea.

Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Zhang Qiyue said organizers of such “illegal
1mm|granon and breaking into diplomatic
missions” will face legal consequences.

Madrid bombings: In the first trial stem-
ming from the train bombings in Madrid,
Spain, a prosecutor will seek an eight-year
jail term for a Spanish teenager charged
with transporting dynamite used in the at-
tacks, court officials said Thursday.

The juvenile-court trial of the 16-year-old
is expected to be held behind closed doors
next month. The boy’s identity is known but
Spanish media are barred from publishing

it.

A National Court prosecutor announced
Wednesday night she will seek eight years
in a juvenile detention center for the boy,
and after that five years’ probation.

Stories and photo from wire services

Correction

The list of casualties in Thursday’s edition included incorrect in-
formation about the death of Army Sgt. Dennis J. Boles of Homosas-
sa, Fla. Boles died Sunday after completing a 10-mile run.

Look for comics, horoscopes
and advice columns
every day in Stars and Stripes
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Militants abduct, kill 11 Iraqi soldiers

Polish woman
taken hostage

BY MARIAM FAM
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents
slaughtered 11 Iraqi soldiers,
warning on an Islamic militant
Web site Thursday that the fight-
ers will avenge “the blood” of
women and children killed in
American strikes on the guerrilla
stronghold of Fallujah.

The wave of foreigner kidnap-
pings claimed another victim — a

olish woman said to be married
to an Iraqi. The kidnappers de-
manded that Poland withdraw its
2,400 soldiers and that the coali-
tion free all Iragi women held in
the Abu Ghraib prison.

CARE International, mean-
while, announced it was shutting
down operations in Iraq, as de-
manded by kidnappers of the or-
ganization’s director for Iraq,
Margaret Hassan.

Elsewhere, two more Ameri-
can soldiers were killed — one in
a car bombing in southern Bagh-
dad and the other in an ambush
near Balad, 40 miles north of the
capital.

In Tokyo, Japanese authorities
said they had failed to enlist the
help of a prominent Iraqi cleric in
trying to free Japanese hostage
Shosei Koda who was shown in a
video aired Tuesday.

An al-Qaida affiliate led by Abu
Musab al-Zargawi threatened to
behead Koda in 48 hours unless
Japan withdraws its troops from
Iraq — a demand rejected by
Prime Minister Junichiro Koi-

The killing of the 11 Iragi Na-
tional Guardsmen was claimed
by the Ansar al-Sunnah Army,
which posted a videotape of their
brutal deaths on its Web site
along with a warning for all Iragi
police and soldiers to desert or
face death. The militants said ear-
lier that the soldiers were abduct-
ed this week on the main road be-
tween Baghdad and Hillah, 60
miles to the south.

After forcing each of the sol-
diers to state his name and his
unit, the militants forced one of
them to the ground and sawed off
his head. The others were forced

AP photos

Above: An Iraqi man and child
exchange glances with a U.S.

Thursday. Marines raided dozens
of buildings, detained six Iragis
and recovered small arms and
ammunition, while insurgents
attacked the area with mortars
and detonated a roadside bomb as
the Marines returned to their
base. Right: U.S. Marines from
the 2nd Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment prepare to enter a
home during a raid in Ramadi.

to kneel with their hands bound
as a gunman fired shots into the
back of each of their heads.

A voice on the videotape
warned all Iraqi soldiers and po-
lice to “repent to God, abandon
your weapons, go home and be-
ware of supporting the apostate
Crusaders or their followers,
Iraqi government, or else you will
only find death.”

U.S. and Iraqi forces are gear-
ing up for a possible assault on
Fallujah and other militant strong-
holds west of Baghdad if commu-
nity leaders do not hand over fo
eign fighters and

On Thursday, U.S. aircraft
bombed a suspected insurgent
safe house in Fallujah, killing two
people, hospital officials said.

nsurgents also clashed with
U.S. forces in Ramadi, 25 mil
west of Fallujah and another mili-
tant stronghold. Two people were
killed and four wounded, hospital
officials said.

The Polish woman was the
ninth foreign woman abducted in
Iraq since a wave of kidnappings
began last spring.

The kidnappers, who called
lhemselves the Abu Bakr al-Sid-
Brigades,

cluding al-Zarqawi and his follow-
ers.

i the woma, who was not den:
tified by name, was a Polish citi-

zen working with U.S. troops in
Iraq. The militants demanded
that Poland withdraw its troops
from Iraq, as well as the release
of all Iraqi female prisoners. De-
fense Minister Jerzy Szmajdzins-
ki said the Polish government
would not submit to the kidnap-
pers’ demands.

Also Thursday, a separate
armed group calling itself Al-Is-
lam’s Army Brigades, Al-Karar
Brigade, said it obtained a “huge

U.S. deaths
in Iraq
The Associated Press

As of Wednesday, at least
1,109 members of the U.S. mili-
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. At least 846
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department. The figures in-
clude three military civilians.

The AP count is three higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated
‘Wednesday at 10 am. EDT.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, seven; Slova-
kia, three; Estonia, Thailand
and the Netherlands, two each;
and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have re-
ported one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when
President Bush declared that
major combat operations in
Iraq had ended, 971 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, ac-
cording to AP’s count. That in-
cludes at least 737 deaths re-
sulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s num-
bers.

The latest death reported by
the military:

H A soldler was killed
Wednesday when a motorcy-
cle bomber attacked a U.S. con-
voy in central Iraq

The latest identification re-
ported by the military:

W Marine Cpl. Brian Olivei-
ra, 22, Raynham, Mass.; killed
Monday in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 3rd Battalion,
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

amount of the that
are missing from the Al-Qaqaa
weapons installation south of
Baghdad.

It threatened to use the weap-
ons if U.S. and Iragi forces attack

insurgent strongholds in central
Irag. The claim couldn’t be inde-
pendently verified and the tape of-
fered no evidence that the claim
was genuine.

NATO asked to help outfit Iraqgi forces with weapons

BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

'MONS, Belgium — NATO coun-
tries are being asked to help
equip Iraq’s new soldiers and se-
curity officers once the fledgling
Iragi government figures out
what it will need to combat insur-
gents.

Marine Gen. James L. Jones, su-
preme allied commander in Eu-
rope, said Thursday that nations
are being asked to contribute
small arms, light-armored vehi-
cles, rifles, grenades, vehicles
and basic aircraft.

“We're still in the initial stag-
es,” he said.

“We'll [co-
ordinate con-
tributions]
for

“Anybody
who wishes
to contribute
equipment.”
Jones,
speaking at
Supreme Headquarters Allied
Powers, Europe, said the Iraqi
government would ask for the spe-

cific assets it felt it needed to de-
feat the insurgents. So far, those
insurgents have killed hundreds
of Iragi men who signed up, or
tried to sign up, to become Sol-
diers or police officers in the new
government.

Once the government requests
the weapons and equipment it
needs, NATO will try to arrange
the transaction.

The initial outfitting of the
Iraqi army and police would like-
ly consist of “basic war-fighting
equipment,” Jones said. After the
country gets back on its feet eco-
nomically, NATO could then help
coordinate sales and contribu-

tions to rebuild Iraq’s decimated
air force and navy.
Jones sald thal NATO was con-

ment, excess bases, excess man-
power.
“And if we can get that excess

weapon-
ry used by " tormer Soviet bloc
countries, which was similar to
the weapons used by Irag’s army
under former President Saddam
Hussein.

“We are trying to give them the
type of equipment they are most
familiar with, because that obvi-
ously saves time,” Jones said.

“We are consulting with any
number of nations that has that
equipment. As we get into NATO

if we can some-
how get it to the Iraqis, this will
be good,” Jones said.

The U.S.-led military coalition
defeated Saddam’s army and
overthrew the dictator in spring
2003.

The way that the equipment
will be collected, paid for and dis-
tributed, and the time line for
arming Iraq’s soldiers and police,
is still being worked out, Jones
said.

[military] , we be-
lieve we will have excess equip-

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Spc. Joseph Barnaba, 30, of Opelousas, La.,
northwestern Kuwait. His unit, the 256th Bri

PHOTOS BY STEVE LIEWER/Stars and Stripes

ires his M-16 at the remote Udairi Range in the desert of
ide Combat Team of the Louisiana National Guard, is training

for duty in Iraq. It is the first unit of the third wave of troops to serve in Iraq in what is being called Operation

Iraqi Freedom '04-'06.

Tiger Brigade whets claws
for next Iraq war rotation

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait

t a dusty base camp in
northwest Kuwait, the
third wave is prepping
for the fight.

For almost three weeks, 3,000
members of the 256th Brigade
Combat Team — led by Louisiana
National Guardsmen but supple-
mented with troops from New
York, Minnesota, Wisconsin and
elsewhere — have been drilling
in urban warfare and honing
their marksmanship skills.

The “Tiger Brigade” is the tip
of the spear in what the Pentagon
is calling Operation Iraqi Free-
dom ’04-'06: the third rotation of
troops since the March 2003 inva-

sion that toppled the dictator Sad-
dam Hussein.

“We’re proud. It’s an historic
moment,” said Lt. Col. Jordan
Jones, 42, commander of the
Tiger Brigade’s 1st Battalion,
141st Field Artillery. “We're
pleased to be relieving our broth-
ers.”

The first rotation began in late
2002. The second took place dur-
ing the early part of 2004, when
more than 130,000 troops re-
placed the invasion and postinva-
sion forces.

This fall, the Tiger Brigade
stands almost alone at Buehring.
Everyone lives in climate-con-
trolled tents or hard-shelled porta-
ble living units.

Due to adjustments to the new-
est rotation, soldiers can walk

Soldiers from the Louisiana National Guard’s 256th Brigade Combat
Team relax atop their tank as they prepare to convoy north from Camp
Buehring, Kuwait, to Iraq. The 256th BCT is the first unit of the third
wave of troops to serve in Iraq. From left are: Staff Sgt. Stanley Shav-
ers Jr., 38, of DeKalb, Texas; 1st Lt. Keith Bores, 30, of Shreveport,
La.; and Spc. Bernard Sembly, 25, also of Shreveport.

right into the chow hall, post ex-
change or sandwich shop with lit-
tle or no waiting, a sharp contrast
to the overcrowded camps of the
last two troop rotations.

Although they’ve just arrived
in the Middle East, camp life is
not new to these guardsmen.
They've been activated since
May and have spent most of the
intervening months at Fort Hood,
Texas, or the Army’s vast Nation-
al Training Center in the Califor-
nia desert. They've spent only a
few weeks at home.

The seemingly odd mix of Loui-
sianans and New Yorkers makes
up the bulk of this brigade. The
forbears of Jones’ “Washington
Artillery” unit — among the old-
est gun batteries in the country —
once fired at the ancestors of
Capt. Sean Flynn, commander of
Company B, 1st Battalion, 69th In-
fantry Regiment, at the early
Civil War battle of Malvern Hill,
Va.
The “Fighting 69th” is descend-
ed from the Irish Brigade, one of
the most famous Civil War regi-
ments. Flynn’s great-grandfather
and four brothers all fought for
the unit in the Union Army, and
many of his relatives since have
served in the brigade.

“You'd be hard-pressed to find
any Irish family in New York that
doesn’t have some connection to
this unit,” said Flynn, a
32-year-old writer from Brook-
I

lyn.
Although they still paint sham-
rocks on their Humvees, the
Fighting 69th is now a polyglot of
first-generation ‘Americans.
Flynn said his company includes
natives of Puerto Rico, Colombia,
Peru, South Korea and Poland.
Guardsmen from both New
York and Louisiana said the union

SEE ROTATE ON PAGE 5

N.Y. unit’s veterans
have mixed feelings
over Mideast return

BY STEVE LIEWER
Stars and Stripes

CAMP BUEHRING, Kuwait —
When Staff Sgt. David Lluvera
headed home after the first Gulf
‘War 13 years ago, he could hardly
have imagined one day he’d be
dusting Kuwaiti desert sand from
his boots again.

“I said goodbye to this [sewer]
hole once, and I never thought I'd
be back,” said Lluvera, now 33, a
soldier with the 1st Battalion,
69th Infantry Regiment of the
New York National Guard.

Lluvera and his buddies in the
“Fighting 69th” are in Kuwait
this week, preparing to convoy
north for a year’s duty in central
Iraq as part of the 256th Brigade
Combat Team, a Louisiana Na-
tional Guard unit. The brigade
marks the start of the third set of
troops to rotate into the Middle
East as part of Operation Iragi
Freedom, but the deployment
isn’t the unit’s first tour since
Sept. 11, 2001.

The 1-69 Infantry is based in
midtown Manhattan, only a few
miles from the site of the terror at-
tacks on the World Trade Center.
It lost two mem-
bers when the
Twin Towers col-
lapsed. Everyone
else, unasked, re-
ported for duty
that day — includ-
ing one company
commander who
had barely es-
caped from the
skyscrapers and
showed up cov-
ered head-to-toe
in dusty debris.
The battalion
served two ex-
hausting months
guarding Ground
Zero and other
key sites immediately following
the attacks.

“This is what the National
Guard was there for: to defend
our country against an attack,”

&k said

Spc. Shannon Flahive, 28, of the
New York National Guard, served
half a year in Iraq in 2003 with
the 1st Armored Division before
leaving the Army. Now he’s head-
ed back for a yearlong tour with
his Guard unit.

to this [sewer]
hole once, and 1
never thought
I'd be back. 9y

David Lluvera
soldier with the

National Guard

Staff Sgt. David Lluvera, 33, of
the New York National Guard, is a
veteran of the first Gulf War.

said Capt. Sean Flynn, 32, of
Brooklyn, and 1st Battalion’s
Company B commander.

“We were very close to every-
thing that happened on Sept.

11th,” Flynn said.

Still, only a few
in the unit have ac-
tually fought in
combat before.

Spc.  Shannon
Flahive, 28,
served four years
as a combat engi-
neer with the Ger-
many-based  1st
Armored Division,
the last six months
of it in Iraq. He
left the Army in

goodbye

Staff Sgt.

1st Battalion,  geptember 2003 to
69th Infantry Regiment  peturn home in At
ofthe New York  tica, | NY.  and

study for the New
York State Troop-
er’s exam. He joined the National
Guard, only to find himself called
up for another Iraq tour.

Back in the desert, he feels a
weird sense of déja vu.

“It feels like I went home for a
little leave, and now I'm back
again,” Flahive said.

His 1st AD unit entered Bagh-
dad shortly after the capital fell to
coalition troops. His unit’s sector
was quiet at first, but he saw the
insurgency slowly build and re-
members the lessons he learned
from his first time in Iraq.

“You've got to be strong, but
not mean,” he said. “The [units]
that were heavy-handed, they
were the ones that were getting
hit alot.”

Flahive said the training the
256th BCT has gone through
since its activation last May is
much more on point. During the
run-up to the invasion, the 1st AD
focused on battling an organized
fighting force — a skill the divi-
sion didn’t need after the Iraqi
army melted away faster than ex-
pected.

This time, he said, the training

SEE RETURN ON PAGE 5
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Experts troubled over missing weapons in Iraq

Some worried other arms caches will fall into enemy hands

BY WILLIAM J. KOLE
The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — Revela-
tions that nearly 400 tons of con-
ventional explosives have gone
missing in Iraq have experts won-
dering what other weapons might
be in jeopardy of falling into insur-
gent or terrorist hands.

Even the U.S. State Depart-
ment concedes it can’t provide
“100 percent security for 100 per-
cent of the sites.” By all accounts,
Iraq is studded with weapons de-
pots — many in places where
U.S.-led forces are preoccupied
with their fiercest fighting.

Troubling questions about
what other weapons might be vul-
nerable to looting have arisen
since the U.N. nuclear agency’s
warning this week that 377 U.S.
tons of non-nuclear explosives dis-

appeared from the former
Al-Qagaa military installation
south of Baghdad.

“Youwd think that those sites
would be the highest priority for
guarding in the immediate after-
math of the invasion,” said Shan-
non Kyle, senior researcher on nu-

clear arms control and nonprolif-
eration at the Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute in
Sweden.

The explosives missing from
Al-Qagaa alone could produce
hundreds of thousands of bombs
— more than enough to “fuel an
insurgency literally for years,”
Kyle said Tuesday.

International Atomic Energy
Agency chief Mohamed ElBara-
dei reported their disappearance
to the U.N. Security Council on
Monday, two weeks after he said
Iraq told his agency that the explo-
sives had vanished as a result of
“theft and looting ... due to lack of
security.”

The explosives included HMX
and RDX, key components in plas-
tic explosives, which insurgents
in Iraq have used to deadly effect
in months of bloody car bomb at-
tacks on the U.S.-led multination-
al force.

Among Iraq’s known weapons
depots is one near Khaldiya,
about 50 miles west of the capital,
where a suicide car bomber at-
tacked a U.S. convoy on Monday,
destroying at least two Humvees.

Others have been identified
around Tikrit and in the desert
near Karbala — places where
U.S.-led forces have battled insur-
gents and been targeted by car
bombs.

Last week, a U.S. patrol discov-
ered a huge weapons cache at a
large depot near Salman Pak,
south of Baghdad. The cache in-
cluded 450 anti-tank mines, 300

See related story
on Page 6

The nuclear agency’s inspectors
had sealed storage bunkers short-
ly before the war because HMX
is a “dual use” explosive that also
can be used as an ignitor on a nu-
clear bomb.

“Our greatest concern from
both a proliferation standpoint
and from a standpoint of danger
to human beings was Al-Qaqaa,”
IAEA Melissa

grenades, 35 rocket-propelled gre-
nades, as well as mortar shells
and primers.

Richard Guthrie, project leader
for the Stockholm institute’s
chemical and biological warfare
project, said he doubts a single
group of insurgents could have ob-
tained the missing explosives.

“If this is in terrorist hands,
then it’s sort of a surprise that
there aren’t more large-scale
bombings taking place,” said
Guthrie, who believes it is more
likely the explosives were carried
off by dozens of different looters
in the post-invasion chaos.

The Pentagon said U.S.-led forc-
es who searched the Al-Qaqaa fa-
cility after last year’s invasion
found some explosive material,
but none of it carried IAEA seals.

Fleming said.

Weapons experts are question-
ing why Al-Qagaa— once a key fa-
cility in Saddam Hussein’s effort
to build a nuclear bomb — wasn’t
under 24-hour guard.

The facility was considered
“the pre-eminent site for high ex-
plosive stockpiles,” a U.S. official
said on condition of anonymity.

“What is most disturbing is I
can remember talking about these
same explosives after the fall of
Baghdad, basically asking the
question, ‘Are these explosives
protected? ” said David Albright,
a former chief U.N. nuclear in-
spector who now runs the Wash-
ington-based Institute for Science
and International Securit

Fleming said the Iraqls have

Weapons at risk

The disappearance of 377 tons
of explosives have experts
worrying that other weapons
might be in jeopardy of falling
into insurgent or terrorist hands.
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not reported any other missing
materials to the TAEA, but that
the agency’s chief Iraq inspector,
Jacques Baute, “would encour-
age more such reporting on what
has happened to sites subject to
IAEA verification.”

Associated Press writer Mattias Karen

contributed to this story from Stock-
holm, Sweden.

Spc. Houston
Byrne, of

Monterey, La.
peers through a
target into which
he had just shot
120 rounds into
from his M-16.
Byrne and his
unit, the 1088th
Engineer Battalion
of the Louisiana
National Guard,
were at the range
confirming weap-
on zeros and
expending excess
ammo as they get
ready to head into
Iraq with the
256th Brigade
Combat Team.
CURT CASHOUR

Courtesy of
the U.S. Army

Rotate: Brlgade prepared for duty

ROTATE, FROM PAGE 4

has been smooth. They say their differences united,
more than divided, them, feeding the good-natured
joshing that forms the basis of close male friend-

ships.

“When it comes down to it added Staff Sgt.
David Lluvera, 33, of Corum, N.Y., “we’re all flying

the same flag.”

Butterflies rumble around in almost every belly
now, no matter what state the soldiers come from.
Most of them confess to a touch of nerves but no real
fear as they brace for the convoy ride north. It's the
mix of anxiety and eagerness that new warriors
have felt since the beginning of man.

“I don’t really know what to expect,” said Sgt.
Paul Sabatier, 23, of the 256th BCT, a security alarm
installer from Bmussard La. “I'm kind of anxious to

see what’s going to happen.”
To bolster the troops’

their

ers have drilled them endlessly in how to respond to
unexpected attacks. They believe they are ready.

“It’s kind of like turning the muscle memory on,”
said Staff Sgt. Stanley Shavers Jr., 38, a Texan who
serves in the Tiger Brigade. “Hopefully, if every-

thing goes right, we won’t have to fire a single shot.”

actually.”

hands.”

“Anything that tries to attack us,” said lst Lt.
Keith Bores, 30, of Shreveport, La., “we're pre-
ared.”

Lluvera served in combat during the Persian Gulf
War. He said training is helpful, but nothing quite
compares with the reality of combat, something
most of the men in his unit haven’t yet experienced.

“It'll all come together when the first bullet pass-
es over their heads,” he said. “It’s really liberating,

“The No. 1 thing we can do is control everything
we can,” Flynn said. “A lot of things are in God’s

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
il.estry d.

Return: Familiar turf but
different clrcumstances

RETURN, FROM PAGE 4

stressed urban-warfare skills. It
included role-playing exercises
with U.S. citizens of Iraqi de-
scent.

“We actually trained for what
we’ll be doing,” he said.

Three of Flahive's comrades in
Company B of the 1-69 Infantry,
Lluvera, 1st Lt. Brian Rathburn,
and Cpl. David Webster served in
the first Gulf War. Although the
turf is familiar, all three said the
circumstances this time are far
different.

“It was a simple mission, clear-
ly defined,” said Rathburn, 34, of
St. James, N.Y., who stormed the
beaches with the 4th Marine Ex-
peditionary Force in 1991. “You
knew who the enemy was. They
had specific uniforms, specific

tics.”

g

“[Now, the enemy is] not that
easy to pinpoint. We're trying to
find two or three guys in a sand-
box,” said Lluvera, who became
an aircraft mechanic in civilian
life after ending his nine-year

Army career in 1998.
“It’s almost as if you're running
for office,” Rathburn said.

“You’re trying to win the people
over to your side.”

All agree they've gained maturi-
ty and experience since their first
Middle East adventure. But
they’re also burdened with more
cares.

“Now I've got a family,” said
Rathburn, now a Suffolk County
police officer. “My wife’s home.
She’s about to give birth any
day.”

But all agree their unit has
trained well. The Sept. 11, 2001,

STEVE LIEWER/Stars and Stripes

As a young enlisted Marine in the
first Gulf War, 1st Lt. Brian Rath-
burn of the New York National
Guard stormed the beaches of
Kuwait with the 4th Marine Expedi-
tionary Force. Now he’s back as
part of his Guard unit.

terror attacks quite literally hit
home, and they've got a personal
stake in the war on terror.
Revenge, or patriotism, can
take a soldier only so far. When
it's time to fight, Lluvera said,
something else must kick in. A
complex war with a hidden
enemy makes turning the killer
switch on and off a delicate busi-

ness.
“It's all been training, until
now,” he said. “When you make
that first contact — when you're
forced to take someone’s life —
that’s when it all becomes real.”
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Gen. says
more troops
needed in
Afghanistan

BY PAUL AMES
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium —
NATO’s commander in Afghani-
stan said Wednesday he hopes
allied nations will give his
peacekeeping force the troops it
needs to expand into the west of
the country before parliamenta-
ry elections scheduled for

pril.

French Lt. Gen. Jean-Louis
Py said the allies should have
committed troops for the west-
ern section by the end of No-
vember, but that their deploy-
ment could be complicated by
the onset of winter.

“If the nations provide what
is required for the expansion
there is no problem,” Py told re-
porters at NATO headquarters.

“Hopefully it will be done be-
fore the parliamentary elec-
tions.”

Py said the movement to the
west would depend on whether
troop numbers were increased
in time and “on the capacity to
deploy in bad weather condi-
tions.”

Since taking over peacekeep-
ing in Kabul in August 2003,
NATO has slowly expanded its
mission, replacing the separate,
U.S-led combat mission as re-
gions become more stable.

It completed a gradual move
into the north last month. The
next step is for the alliance to
take over the western sector so
the U.S.-led force can focus on
Taliban and al-Qaida holdouts
in the south and east.

The NATO peacekeeping op-
eration has 9,500 troops, while
the U.S-led combat force has

NATO officials say Italy and
Canada are likely to provide
extra troops to enable it to take
over in western regions, while
the United States could switch
some of its troops in the area to
alliance command.

Alliance officials declined to
say how many troops are need-
ed for the operation.

Py and NATO's civilian
envoy to Afghanistan, Hikmet
Cetin, presented alliance head-
quarters with an upbeat assess-
ment of this month’s presiden-
tial elections won by the West-
em backed incumbent Hamid

Ceun and Py said the parlia-
mentary vote provisionally
scheduled for April 23 would be
more complex since there
would be thousands of candi-
dates and a real risk of localized
rivalries flaring into conflict.

He said that did not necessari-
ly mean that his force would
need a large number of rein-
forcements over the election pe-
riod, saying that a small num-
ber of high mobility units could
do the job, similar to the around
2,000 extra troops deployed for
the presidential vote.

Py welcomed last weeK’s
agreement among NATO allies
for the Afghan mission’s leader-
ship to rotate until 2007 — to
end the present system where
NATO military commanders
have to scramble twice a year to
find a lead nation.

Friday, October 29, 2004

Were explosives moved bhefore war?

Officer says it’s unlikely large-scale removal of explosives occurred after U.S. invasion

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — As Democratic presiden-
tial candidate John Kerry hammers President
Bush’s i ion over the di;
of nearly 400 tons of explosives in Iraq, Penta-
gon experts are suggesting the ordnance
could have been moved before the United
States invaded in March 2003.

An infantry commander said Wednesday it
is “very highly improbable” that someone
could have trucked out so much material once
U.S. forces arrived in the area.

Col. David Perkins commanded the 2nd Bri-
gade of the 3rd Infantry Division, the division
that led the charge into Baghdad. Those
troops first captured the Iraqi weapons depot
from which 377 tons of explosives disap-
peared.

Two major roads that pass near the
Al-Qagaa installation were filled with U.S. mil-
itary traffic in the weeks after April 3, 2003,
when U.S. troops first reached the area, the
colonel said.

Perkins and others in the military acknowl-
edged that some looting at the site had taken
place. But he said a large scale operation to re-
move the explosives using trucks almost cer-
tainly would have been detected.

Perkins, now a staff officer at the Pentagon,
was made available to reporters by Defense
Department spokesmen.

Just days before the Nov. 2 U.S. election,

the Kerry campaign has pointed to the mis
ing explosives as evidence of the Bush admin-
istration’s poor handling of the war. Bush offi-
cials have responded that more than a thou-
sand times that amount of explosives and mu-
nitions in Iraq have been recovered or de-
stroyed.

Mike McCurry, an adviser to Kerry, said,
“From some of the Pentagon reporting today,
there is a window that’s available there where
either just prior to or just after the invasion,
there could have been an opportunity for ei-
ther Saddam to move the weapons or for some-
thing happening after that facility had been
abandoned.

“And that is up to the to best

weeks before the March 2003 military opera-
tion.

Russian Defense Ministry spokesman Vy-
acheslav Sedov dismissed the allegations as

“absurd” and “ridiculous.”

“T can state officially that the Russian De-
fense Ministry and its structures couldn’t
have been involved in the disappearance of
the explosives, because all Russian military
experts left Iraq when the international sanc-
tions were introduced during the 1991 Gulf
War,” he said.

John A. Shaw, the U.S. deputy undersecre-
tary of defense for international technology se-
curity, told The Times in an interview that he
believes the Russian troops, working with

determine how to answer that question when
that happened. But they don’t have an answer,
and that’s what we’re asking for,” McCurry
said.

Larry Di Rita, the Pentagon’s top spokes-
man, said what ultimately happened to the ex-
plosives is unknown. The department is inves-
tigating. But Perkins’ description seemed to
point toward the possibility that the explo-
sives were removed before the U.S.-led inva-
sion to oust Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein,
rather than during the chaos afterward.

The colonel did not directly offer that con-
clusion.

Meanwhile, The Washington Times report-
ed Thursday that Russian special forces
troops moved many of Saddam’s weapons and
related goods out of Iraq and into Syria in the

Tragi “almost certainly” re-
moved the high-explosive material.

“The Russians brought in, just before the
war got started, a whole series of military
units,” Shaw was quoted as saying. “Their
main job was to shred all evidence of any of
the contractual arrangements they had with
the Iragis. The others were transportation
units.”

Shaw, who was in charge of cataloging the
tons of conventional arms provided to Iraq by
foreign suppliers, said he recently obtained re-
liable information on the arms-dispersal pro-
gram from two European intelligence servic-
es that have detailed knowledge of the Rus-
sian-Iraqi weapons collaboration.

Most of Saddam’s most powerful arms were
systematically separated from other arms like
mortars, bombs and rockets, and sent to Syria
and Lebanon, and possibly to Iran, he said.

Soldiers leave their mark on Iraq’s ruins

on Oct. 20. A si;
Above: University

Left: U.S. Army soldiers tour through the rebuilt ruins of Babylon, Iraq,

n reminds them to respect the ruins.

of Texas graffiti adorns the rebuilt walls of Babylon.
U.S. soldiers are the latest in a long line of powerful forces visiting on
4,000-year-old Babylon, and they have left their mark, in graffiti
scratched into walls Saddam Hussein added in hopes of joining his
predecessors’ pantheon.
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Group blasts U.S. policy on prisoner abuse

BY DANIEL WOOLLS
The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — The United States
publicly condemns the abuse of prisoners
even while engaging in it behind closed
doors, Amnesty International said Wednes-
day in a report urging an independent in-
vestigation into the issue.

“In the war on terror, the U.S.A. has not
practiced what it has preached on the treat-
ment of prisoners,” said Rob Freer, lead au-
thor of the 200-page reporl tracing U.S.
abuses in

Amnesty International calls for an independent

probe of detention sites,

Freer denied that the London-based
human rights group was trying to influ-
ence the election by releasing the report
less than a week before Americans vote for
president, and it does not care who wins.

“All we are raising are human rights is-
sues, and whoever wins the election, we
wm be working to try and persuade that

Bay
in C\lbd and at the Abu Ghraib prison in
Ira

He said the study was being released six
months after the Abu Ghraib photos were
first revealed — showing naked prisoners
piled on top of each other, being threat-
ened with dogs or forced to wear leashes —
to try to ensure that this scandal and the
issue of torture does not fall off the U.S. po-
litical agenda.

ion to stop any practices
that facilitate torture and also to commit
themselves to a commission of inquiry,”
Freer said.

He said U.S. military investigations of
prisoner abuse “have really only gone to a
certain level” and it remains unknown how
high up blame for the scandal should go in
the U.S. military chain of command.

“There are little pieces of information

interrogation practices

but the full picture is not available. And
that is why we need a full, independent in-
quiry,” Free said.

The Pentagon on Wednesday refused to
comment on the Amnesty report.

The report said it called in May for an in-
dependent investigation, perhaps by the
U.S. Congress. It urged that a commission
with subpoena powers and full access to se-
cret information and agencies conduct the
inquiry. To insure impartiality, the com-
mission should include international ex-
perts, it said.

Short of such a full investigation, Amnes-
ty International urged the U.S. government
to unequivocally condemn torture and ban
it by legislation, ensure access to prison-
ers, abolish secret detentions, ratify rele-

vant international treaties and pay repara-
tions to victims.

Amnesty said military investigations
have shown that alleged U.S. abuses have
not been confined either to Abu Ghraib or
toa few soldiers.

“[Yet] there remains a need for a full
commission of inquiry that takes a genuine-
ly comprehensive and independent look at
the U.S.A’s ‘war on terror’ detention and
interrogation policies and procedures, and
examines the activities of all government
agencies and all levels of government,” the
report said.

Three U.S. soldiers have been sentenced
to prison terms of between eight months
and eight years for abusing prisoners at
Abu Ghraib. Two more soldiers are due to
stand trial early next year.

The highest-1 rankmg soldier indicted so
far is Staff Sgt. Ivan “Chip” Frederick, who
received the eight-year sentence. No se-
nior officers have been charged, although
several have received letters of reprimand
or were relieved of command.

Army is
ready to

Uncovering mass graves
in Iraq is a slow process

rebuild
Sadr City

BY JIM KRANE
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The U.S. Army
is readying to spend $330 million
on sewer and water projects in a
rebellious Shiite Muslim slum in
Baghdad, as it waits for the last
of over 1,000 homemade bombs
to be dug out from under the
neighborhood streets, the Ar-
my’s commander of Baghdad
said Wednesday.

aj. Gen. Peter Chiarelli,
whose 1st Cavalry Division
spent weeks fighting the Shiite
Mahdi

district,
cease-fire and weapons buyback
program has brought a measure
of calm to east Baghdad.

“We haven’t been shot at in
Sadr City in two weeks,” Chiarel-
i said in a briefing with report-
ers at division headquarters
near Baghdad International Air-

port.

Chiarelli said 8,000 Iraqi work-
ers are ready to start a
nine-month of infrastructure im-
provements on Saturday, dig-
ging up the streets to install
sewer, water and electricity
lines to the impoverished neigh-
borhood, home to some 2.5 mil-
lion Iragis.

The start of the project, howev-
er, hinges on the Mahdi mili
controlled by rebel cleric Mugta-
da al-Sadr, upholding its agree-
ment to disable and cart away
the dozens of makeshift bombs
that remain buried there. Sol-
diers patrolling the neighbor-
hood recently unearthed 44
bombs from a four-block area,
Chiarelli said.

The Army seems intent on pac-
ifying Sadr City in time for a
widely expected assault on rebel
strongholds in western Iraq,

An Iraqi boy watches U.S. soldiers patrol Baghdad’s Muslim Shiite
slum Sadr City on Monday. Now that fighting has died down, the
Army can go in and begin sewer and water projects.

with the aim of preventing Shiite
militias from opening a second
front.

In April, Shiite fighters took
advantage of the failed U.S. as-
sault on Fallujah to overrun sev-
eral cities in south-central Iraq,
causing the Army to pull back de-
parting troops.

That uprising took months to
quell and as many as 4,000 were

ed, almost all of them Shiite
fighters.

Brig. Gen. Jeffery Hammond,
a 1st Cavalry deputy command-
er, said al-Sadr’s lieutenants are
asking for cash rewards for
every bomb they remove from
the streets. The division has
asked U.S. Embassy officials to
pressure the Iragi government
to see that the militia finish the
removal task it agreed to more
thgél a week ago, Hammond
said.

Militia members bury the
bombs by setting tires alight on
the streets and then digging up
the melted asphalt, placing the
bomb, and repaving the hole
while the pavement is still hot,
Chiarelli said.

Detonator wires leading from
the center of the street usually in-
dicate that a bomb is buried near-
by. Chiarelli said the wires
course up light poles and over
rooftops into nearby homes,
where insurgents wait for ap-
proaching U.S. vehicles before
pressing a detonator button.

The Iraqi government’s weap-
ons buyback program, which
ended less than a week ago,
brought in truckloads of heavy
weapons — including mortars,
artillery rounds, rockets and
rocket-propelled grenades —
from Shiite fighters.

BY GEORGE GEDDA
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Iraq’s 270
mass graves could be the key to a
successful prosecution of Saddam
Hussein, but bodies have been
dug up at only one site in the year
and a half since he was toppled

orries about security at
grave sites and a lack of resourc-
es and direction from the Iragi
government have contributed to
the slow progress.

ally nothing about the butchery
because the United States was sid-
ing with Iraq in that country’s
war with Iran.

As of earlier this month, investi-
gators had removed 120 bodies
from a trench believed to contain
about 300. A bulldozer appeared
to have been used to dump re-
mains into graves. Among the vic-
tims was a mother still clutching
her baby. The infant was shot in
the back of the head and the moth-
er in the face.
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and of Kurds and Shiites.

Eleven leading officials from
his regime also face trial. Among
them is Ali Hasan al-Majid,
known as “Chemical Ali” for his
role in chemical weapons attacks
against the Kurds.

Irag’s interim prime minister,

yad Allawi, is eager for an early
start to the trials, but U.S. offi-
cials say patience 'is necessary to
ensure the proceedings meet the
highest international standards.

The graves are among the chief
legacies of Saddam’s regime.

About 270 grave sites have
been identified, but exhumations
have begun only at the site near
the Kurdish town of Hatra.

Some of the worst massacres oc-
curred in Kurdish areas in the
1980s. At the time, however the
Reagan aid virtu-

struggling for politically positive
images from Iraq — something to
contrast with the slaughters car-
ried out by Iraqi insurgents and
their foreign allies

But the msurgency in Iraq is
making it hard to get to those
sites to examine them.

Only a small percentage of the
remains unearthed in Iraq will be
used for courtroom evidence
against Saddam and his former
lieutenants. For the rest, attempts
will be made to identify them to
help Iraqi families come to clo-
sure.

One group expected to play a
key role in the exhumations is the
International Commission for
Missing Persons, which has had
extensive experience in identify-
ing remains of Bosnian war crime
victims.
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Court orders DOD to stop anthrax shots

Judge rules mandatory program ‘illegal,” says FDA wrongly approved vaccine

BY MARC KAUFMAN
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The De-
fense Department must immedi-
ately stop inoculating soldiers
with anthrax vaccine, a federal
judge ruled Wednesday, saying
the Food and Drug Administra-
tion acted improperly when it ap-
proved the experimental injec-
tions for general use.

Concluding that the FDA violat-
ed its own rules by approving the
vaccine late last year, U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge Emmet Sullivan
said the mandatory vaccination
program — which has inoculated
more than 1.2 million soldiers
since 1998 — is “illegal.”

Sullivan wrote that his ban on
involuntary vaccination will re-
main until the FDA reviews the
anthrax vaccine properly or until
President Bush determines the
normal process must be waived
due to emergency circumstances.

The Defense Department has

required many soldiers serving in
Iraq and Afghanistan to be vacci-
nated and has punished and some-
times court-martialed those who
refused. The department expand-
ed its anthrax and smallpox vacci-
nation programs in July to in-
clude troops stationed in South
Korea and other areas in Asia and
Africa, despite complaints from
some soldiers that the vaccine
made them sick.

In a statement, the Defense De-
partment said it is reviewing the
decision and will “pause giving
anthrax vaccinations until the
legal situation is clarified. ... DoD
remains convinced that the an-
thrax immunization program
complies with all the legal re-
quirements and that the anthrax
vaccine is safe and effective.”

In his decision, Sullivan wrote
that the FDA’s approval was in-
valid because it did not meet re-
quired review standards and
failed to seek the necessary pub-
lic comment.

“Congress has prohibited the
administration of mvesuganonal
drugs to service membe;
out their consent,” he said. “Thls
Court will not permit the govern-
ment to circumvent this require-
ment.”

“The men and women of our
armed forces deserve the assur-
ance that the vaccines our govern-
ment compels them to take into
their bodies have been tested by
the greatest scrutiny of all — pub-
lic serutiny.

This is the process the FDA in
its expert judgment has outlined,
and this is the course this court
shall compel FDA to follow,” Sulli-
van wrote.

The judge ruled on a suit filed
in March 2003 by six servicemem-
bers who argued that the FDA
never properly reviewed the vac-
cine for its ability to protect
against inhalation anthrax. The
suit claimed that the drug was
never shown to be effective, and
that some vaccinated soldiers

have experienced extreme fa-
tigue, joint pain and temporary
memory loss after being vaccinat-
ed.

The vaccine, made by BioPort
of Lansing, Mich., is given as a se-
ries of several shots.

Mark Zaid, an attorney for the
six who has also defended more
than a dozen servicemembers
court-martialed for refusing the
vaccine, said one of his clients
was a breast-feeding mother who
did not think the vaccine was safe
for her child.

“We will now initiate an effort
to ensure the government revers-
es all punishments that were im-
posed for refusing an order to
take the vaccine,” Zaid said. He
also will seek compensation for
soldiers who were physically
harmed.

“As we've seen in Iragq, there
wasn’t any actual threat from an-
thrax, so there was never any real
need for the vaccine,” Zaid said.

Sullivan initially ruled in late
2003 that the FDA had never ap-

proved the vaccine and ordered
inoculations to stop. Eight days
later, the FDA approved the vac-
cine based on an application
made 18 years earlier, and the in-
oculation program  resumed.
Wednesday’s ruling concluded
the agency did not follow its own
rules in deciding the vaccine was
safe and effective.

In particular, Sullivan criti-
cized the FDA for not allowing
public comment on its decision —
a prerequisite for any approval.

The FDA argued that some
comments had been submitted as
part of a 2001 citizens’ petition
questioning proposals to begin
the vaccinations, but Sullivan
found them insufficient. “It is
clear to this Court that if the sta-
tus of the anthrax vaccine were
open for public comment today,
the agency would receive a del-
uge of comments and analysis
that might inform an open-mind-
ed agency,” he wrote.
m
Graham and researcher
Lebling contributed to this repore.

Air Force adds specialties
to career job reservation list

BY LI1sA BURGESS
Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Air Force officials are tweak-
ing the career job reservation, or CJR, list, adding
five specialties to the “constrained” list, for which
re-enlistments are prohibited without an airman re-
training into another field, and dropping six other
jobs from the roster.

Rules requires all first-term airmen must have an
approved career job reservation before they can
re-enlist, and only first-term airmen selected for
re-enlistment by their commander are allowed to
apply for a CJR.

If an airman has not gotten a CJR in the job he or
she wants by the end of the re-enlistment window,
he or she must either retrain into a shortage career
field, or leave the service.

Effective Oct. 1, the five newly constrained jobs,
Mitchell said, include:

'1X1 — Aircrew life support

W 2A3X3b — Tactical aircraft maintenance for
the F-16 and F-117 2A5X3D — Integrated avionics
systems, communication, navigation, and mission

W 2E1X4 — Visual imagery and intrusion

W 3C0X1 — Communications computer systems
operations

W Also effective Oct. 1, the six jobs removed from
the CJR list include:

W 2A5X2 — helicopter maintenance

W 2M0X2 — missile and space systems mainte-
nance

W 2ROX1 — analysis

B 2WIX1X — aircraft armament systems (in-
cludes basic job code and all suffixes)

W 3E0X1 — electrical systems

The CJR was first used in the late 1990s, when re-
tention was poor, but certain career fields were over-
manned and those people could be used elsewhere,
according to service officials.

Now the service has a different problem: Despite
a number of manning programs, the service is still
over its congressionally authorized end strength by
12,453 airmen, Air Force spokeswoman Jennifer
Stephens said Thursday.

The service has several “force shaping” options,
including incentives to get people to join reserve
units and the new “Blue to Green” interservice
transfer program to the Army, which needs to add
20,000 soldiers to its rosters.

Force shaping also includes the CJR, which Air
Force officials decided to reinstate in May with 30
jobs listed as “constrained.”

Air Staff officials look at job manning levels every
month and adjust the CJR list as necessary “be-
cause we constantly have people coming in and leav-
ing,” Master Sgt. Randy Mitchell, a spokesman for
the Air Force Personnel Center at Randolph Air
Force Base, Texas, told Stripes Thursday in a tele-
phone interview.

For more information on the CJR and a list of con-
strained job fields, airmen should go to their Mil
tary Personnel Flight’s re-enlistment office, or visit
the CJR Web site at www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/enl-
skills/Reenlist
ments/CJR.htm

M 2T3X5 — vehicle body maintenance

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

BY FOSTER KLUG

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The only
Civil War-era vessel still afloat
leftits mooring Tuesday for alei-
surely cruise to the Naval Acade-

my — its first trip to Annapolis
in 111 years.

The USS Constella-

Texas soldier cited with aggravated perjury

The Associated Press

ROCKPORT, Texas — Andrew Isbell wore an
Army sergeant’s uniform, two Bronze Stars and a
Purple Heart during his drug possession trial in Au-
gust. Now authorities are citing military records that
show he worked in food service, never was in the in-
fantry, never attained a rank above private and

didn’t receive the medals he wore, the Corpus Chris-
ti Caller-Times reported in its Wednesday editions.

Isbell, 23, told jurors in August that he was an in-
fantryman who had patrolled the streets in Bagh-
dad. He was on leave, he said, after suffering a gun-
shot wound. Isbell was acquitted of the drug charge.
But he has since been charged with aggravated per-
jury in Aransas County.

tion can no longer make the
30-mile trip on her own power,
so the sloop of war was being
pushed to the academy by tug-
boats. The six-day visit is part of
a celebration of the 150th anni-
versary of the Constellation,
launched in 1854.

It’s the ship’s first time out of
Baltimore’s Inner Harbor since
1955, said Christopher Rowsom,
executive director of the USS

The USS Constellation passes Fort McHenry as it departs Baltimore
for a week-long visit to the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis. The
historic voyage marks the first time the only Civil War-era vessel still
afloat has traveled beyond the Key Bridge since 1955 and her first
return to the Naval Academy in more than 110 years.

Constellation returns
to Naval Academy

Constellation Museum. The trip
was expected to take around
seven hours.

“We're taking it slow and
easy,” Rowsom said. “The ship
is in good shape for this. But she
isold.”

As the Constellation passed
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry,
where American troops with-
stood a British bombardment
during the War of 1812 that in-
spired “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner,” four A-10 Warthogs from
the Maryland Air National
Guard flew overhead.

The ship is 186 feet long, with
a beam of 42 ' feet. The hull is
made of white oak.

The Constellation served as a
training ship at the Naval Acade-
my from 1871 to 1893.
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Bush, Kerry race to win Midwestern states

The Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — In a stinging
exchange, President Bush criti-
cized Democratic challenger
John Kerry as “the wrong man
for the wrong job at the wrong
time” on Thursday while the Mas-
sachusetts senator accused his
rival of constantly ducking re-
sponsibility for his own actions.

For the fourth consecutive day,
Kerry assailed Bush over the dis-
closure that nearly 400 tons of ex-
plosives were missing in Iraq,
and said the Republican presi-
dent’s attempt to compare him-
self to John F. Kennedy was off
the mark.

“When the Bay of Pigs went
sour, John Kennedy had the cour-
age to look America in the eye
and say, ‘I take responsibility, it's
my fault, ” Kerry said, referring
to a bungled invasion of Cuba in
1961. “John Kennedy knew how
to take responsibility for the mis-
takes he made and Mr. President,
it’s long since time for you to start
taking responsibility for the mis-
takes you made.

The two men raced from one
Midwestern state to another in
the closing days of their close, con-
tentious campaign for the White
House. The polls, ubiquitous as
they were, were of little use in
forecasting the outcome of the
election. Over and over, they
made the race out to be a statisti-
cal tie, and battleground states
too close to call.

Bush began his day in Saginaw,
Mich., with an unstinting attack
on Kerry.

“A president cannot blow in the
wind,” he said of Kerry.

“Senator Kerry has taken a lot
of different positions, but he’s
rarely taken a stand,” Bush said.
“Consistency is not the senator’s
strong suit.”

AP photos

Left: President Bush stops to shake hands with supporters after speaking at a campaign rally at the Dow Event Center on Thursday in Saginaw,

Mich. In his speech, Bush told the audience Sen. Kerry is “the wrong man for the wrong job at the wrong time.”

Right: Democratic Presidential candidate Sen. John Kerry, D-Mass., shakes hands and talks to members of the crowd after speaking at a rally at
the University of Toledo, in Toledo, Ohio, on Thursday morning. At the rally, Kerry accused Bush of ducking responsibility for his own actions.

Kerry campaigned first in
Ohio, arguably the key to victory
next Tuesday.

erry’s crowd was raucous, o
noisy that at one point he said, “I
hope George Bush can hear that
— that is the rumble of change
comin’ at him.”

Kerry has turned the issue of
missing explosives into a major
focus of his campaign this week,
and his running mate _lomed in.

“They had a 0 se-

Bush sought to turn the contro-
versy to his own advantage. He
said his rival was showing a “com-
plete disregard for the facts. Sena-
tor Kerry will say anything to get
elected,” the president said.

Bush’s campaign surrogates ral-
lied to his defense.

Former New York City Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani, said the troops
in Irag, not the president, bore

for

cure this material,” Sen. John Ed-
wards of North Carolina said on
NBC’s “Today” on Thursday. “It
was important for securing Iraq,
it was important for the safety of
our troops, it was important for
keeping that material out of the
hands of terrorists. And what we
know is, they didn’t do it.”

the

for the explosives, and he said no
one knows if any mistakes were
made.

“John Kerry wants to pretend
we do know what happened,”
Giuliani told “Today.” “We don’t
know what happened. The best
possibility is that those explosives
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were gone even before the troops
got there ... at least it's an equal
possibility. John Kerry hasn't ad-
mitted that. Instead, John Kerry
became an attack dog.”

Bush was stumping in Michi-
gan, Ohio and Pennsylvania, in
the reverse order of a Pennsylva-
nia-Ohio-Michigan swing
Wednesday that was capped by
an early evening crowd of close to
20,000 at the Pontiac, Mich., Sil-
verdome. one of the best turriouts
of his campaign. Kerry was focus-
ing on Ohio and Wisconsin before
swinging south to spend Friday in
Florida.

Kerry was keeping up his drum-
beat of criticism over the circum-
stances surrounding the explo-
sives in Iraq.

“A political candidate who
jumps to conclusions without
knowing the facts is not a person
you want as your commander in
chief,” Bush told supporters
Wednesday.

Kerry retorted on Thursday,
“M.r President, 1 agree with

He then recited a list of times
he said Bush had been guilty of
Jjust that.

Polls suggest Bush and Kerry
are running even not only in Iowa
and Michigan, but in an improba-
ble variety of other battleground
states and nationally as well.
Bush pressed hard for crossover
votes.

“If you're a Democrat, and
your dreams and goals are not
found in the far left wing of the
Democrat party, I'd be honored
to have your vote,” he said at sev-
eral appearances.

Vice President Dick Cheney
said Wednesday night in Wiscon-
sin that the terrorists and insur-
gents “know once those elections
are held, they’re out of business.
They've said as much” in “com-
munications that we've captured
between Zarqawi and the bin
Laden crowd.”

Bush, Kerry congratulate
Red Sox on championship

The Associated Press

TOLEDO, Ohio — Count Sen.
John Kerry of Massachusetts
among those Boston baseball fans
‘who have waited a lifetime to see
the Red Sox win the World Series.
President Bush says he’s excited,
t00.

Kerry, wearing a Red Sox cap
as_he bounded into a morning
rally in Toledo, recalled someone
phoning a radio show early in the
campaign and saying, “John
Kerry won't be president until
the Red Sox win the World Se-

ies.” He exclaimed, “Well, we're
on our way!”

Not everybody felt that way.
Boston pitcher Curt Schilling, in-
terviewed on ABC’s “Good Morn-
ing America,” said, “Tell every-

body to vote. And vote Bush next

Bush congratulated the team’s
owner and president by phone —
and thanked Schilling for his sup-

The president watched part of
the final game Wednesday night
as the Red Sox defeated the St.
Louis Cardinals, completing a
four-game sweep to win their
first World Series title since 1918,
said spokesman Scott McClellan.
“This is a long time coming and
he shares in their excitement at
winning the World Series,” Mc-
Clellan said.

Kerry said, “I've been rooting
for this day since I was a kid. ...
This Red Sox team came back
against all odds and showed
America what heart is. In 2004,
the Red Sox are America’s team.”
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Floridians told absentee ballots in mail

The Associated Press

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. —
With voters jamming phone lines
saying they haven't received ab-
sentee ballots in the mail, elec-
tions officials planned to mail out
thousands of replacement ballots.

As election workers and the
U.S. Postal Service traded the
blame Wednesday, Broward
County elections supervisor Bren-
da Snipes moved to solve the prob-
lem with less than a week left be-

pleted and returned ballots
mailed those days, hundreds of
others have called to complain
their forms have not arrived. It
was unclear how many absentee
ballots were affected.

“This isn’t a blame game,”
Snipes told The Miami Herald.

“What we're concentrating on
is getting the ballots to the voter.”
She was named to the job by Gov.
Jeb Bush after the 2000 elections
supervisor quit during the bitter
vote recount and her

fore the election by
sending duplicates to people who
had not returned the original bal-
lot.

Attention focused on a batch of
58,000 Broward ballots given to
the Postal Service on Oct. 7-8.
Though some voters have com-

replacement was suspended for
bungling.

Snipes estimated she would re-
send no more than 20,000 ballots,
but about 76,000 ballots sent by
her office have not been returned.

Overnight mail was to be used

to send new ballots to voters liv-
ing outside the county, such as col-
lege students.

Because of the volume of calls,
Broward County commissioners
assigned 40 new workers to
phone duty at the election office
and early voting sites, where vot-
ers have been routinely waiting
in line up to two hours to reach
touch-screen voting machines.

The Florida Department of
Law Enforcement said it investi-
gated the questions about the Oct.
7-8 mailings and found no crimi-
nal violations. Enola C. Rice, a
Postal Service spokeswoman in
South Florida, said absentee bal-
lots are handled separately from
other mail and are processed and
delivered immediately.

People who requested absentee
ballots can always vote early or
on Election Day, officials said. If
a voter who asked for a ballot
shows up at the polls, the absen-
tee form is flagged so only one
vote counts.

In Palm Beach County, Demo-
cratic lawmakers Wednesday
called on elections supervisor
Theresa LePore to take out news-
paper ads informing voters of
their options if they do not re-
ceive an absentee ballot. U.S.
Reps. Robert Wexler and Alcee
Hastings, along with state Sen.
Ron Klein and Mayor Lois
Frankel, said they have been inun-
dated with calls from voters who
are confused about the process or
who have not received their ab-

sentee ballots.

They said the ads should tell
voters that they can vote early at
polling places across the county.

LePore’s office has received a
record number of requests for ab-
sentee ballots and had mailed
more than 128,000 ballots by
early this week. She said an addi-
tional 7,000 go out each day.

“T have no control over the post
office,” LePore said.

Tony Fransetta, president of
the Florida Alliance for Retired
Americans, said the delays could
put thousands of seniors’ votes in
Jjeopardy.

Many older Americans rely on
absentee ballots because are dis-
abled or unable to drive to the
polls, he said.

AP

Mary Sullivan sits in her new home, where she is a live-in home care provider, in Bexley, Oio. Sullivan was

homeless when she registered to vote and her

is now being

hio

Federal judge halts GOP’s
challenge to new Ohio voters

BY ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

COLUMBUS, Ohio — One
voter picks up letters at the post
office because trucks kept hnmng
his mailbox. Another serves in
Traq. Hundreds more are home-
less, listing shelters as permanent
addresses.

All are among the 35,000 whose
eligibility has been challenged by
the Ohio Republican Party. Since
mail came back undelivered, the
GOP says, those registrations
could be fraudulent. Democrats
say the GOP is trying to keep
poor and minorities, who move
more often, from voting.

A federal judge put a temporari-
ly halt to the challenges Wednes-
day, ruling in favor of Democrats
who said the GOP was targeting
new voters registered by political
groups supporting Sen. John
Kerry, the Democratic challeng-
er to President Bush. U.S. District
Judge Susan Dlott ruled that six

county elections boards should
stop hearings scheduled this
week in Ohio, a hotly contested
state in the presidential election.

In southwest Ohio, Republi-
cans challenged the registration
of Surjo Banerjee, a fact his broth-
er found unusual. Banerjee, 40, is
an Army sergeant who is now in
Fallujah, Iraq.

Banerjee, also a veteran of the
first Gulf War, uses his brother’s
house in Centerville as a perma-
nent address even though he has
lived around the world, said his
brother, Dr. Partha Banerjee.

“He would laugh it off,” Baner-
jee said. “He would say, I never
get picked for anything nice —
why can’t they give me a car or
something?” ”

Republicans withdrew all 2,319
challenges in Montgomery Coun-
ty, including the one against Ban-
erjee, after acknowledging sever-
al mistakes in its mailing.

In suburban Franklin County,
the registration of Raven Shaffer

was wrongly challenged because
he gets mail at a post office box,
according to the federal lawsuit
filed Tuesday by Democrats. The
“family’s mailbox has been re-
peatedly hit by delivery trucl
the lawsuit said.

Also in Franklin County, 291
homeless people are being ques-
tioned out of the 2,370 total chal-
lenges, according to an analysis
of the challenges by the Coalition
on Homelessness and Housing in
Ohio. In Cuyahoga County, 757
people of the 17,717 total being
challenged are homeless.

Mary Sullivan, 57, looked for
work for a year after losing her
job as a receptionist and prescrip-
tion filler for a local drug maker
in August 2003. She was evicted
from her apartment after her
money ran out this past June and
spent two months at Friends of
the Homeless, a shelter on Colum-
bus’ east side. “My vote has to be
counted,” Sullivan said. “Just be-
cause youre homeless doesn’t
mean you're stupid.”

Early ballots
becoming
popular with
U.S. voters

BY NANCY BENAC
The Associated Press

WASHNGTON — Americans
are casting early ballots in droves
this year, and their reasons are as
varied as their politics: Some
can’t wait to register their opin-
ions. Some like the convenience.

Some just want to be left alone.

In New Jersey’s Somerset
County, elections administrator
Janice Hoffman says she’s seeing
more people make the extra ef-
fort to personally walk their bal-
lots in.

“No dangling chads on mine!” a
satisfied Barry Burke pro-
nounced after voting electronical-
ly this week in Little Rock, Ark.

Whatever the voters’ motiva-
tions, Democrats and Republi-
cans alike are tracking their bal-
loting day by day and county by

unty, hoping to turn the early
voting trend to their advantage.

“There’s a basic rule here:
More is better,” said Charlie
Baker, captain of the Democrats’
early vote operation. “We are see-
ing, in a number of states, signifi-
cantly higher vote-by-mail and
early voting numbers than histori-
cally has been the case and that
has to be a good thing for the
Democrats.”

Republicans, for their part,
claim their four-year-long early
vote operation has been more ef-
fective at targeting sympathetic
voters who might be less likely to
turn out on Election Day. “What
you're often seeing with the Dem-
ocrats is simply the substitution
of an absentee or early vote for an
Election Day vote,” said Bush
campaign manager Ken Mehl-

man.

With 32 states now offering
some form of early voting, an
AP-Ipsos poll taken last weekend
found 11 percent of voters across
the United States already had
cast ballots, and another 11 per-
cent intended to beat the Election
Day rush as well. Early voting is

T |ELECTION 2004
Getting out the vote

This year, more voters are
expected to cast their ballots early
or use absentee forms than in
the 2000 presidential election.
Percentage of each state’s
votes cast early or absentee
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particularly popular in the West,
with half or more of all votes like-
ly to be cast early in states such
as Colorado, Nevada, New Mexi-
co and Washington.
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The moon, seen in four different photographs, is partially covered by the Earth’s shadow during Wednesday’s
lunar eclipse in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The four photographs where taken (from left) at 10:21 p.m.,
10:30 p.m., 10:56 p.m. and 11:28 p.m., Buenos Aires time. The next such eclipse will be in March 2007.

Earthlings savor eclipse

BY SARAH BRUMFIELD
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — The Earth’s
last total lunar eclipse for nearly
two and a half years didn’t disap-
point.

Baltimore resident Davis Sher-
man visited the Maryland Sci-
ence Center with his 15-year-old
son for the event, which began
Wednesday about 9:15 p.m. EDT
and was expected to last around
three hours and 20 minutes.

“It’s a spectacular show,”
man said.

Tony and Carline Cazeau of Co-
lumbia brought their two daugh-
ters, Gabrielle, 12, and Valerie, 8,
to the science center for the edu-
cational experience.

“It looks like chocolate,” Vale-
rie said.

Sher-

With the Earth passing directly
between the sun and the moon,
the only light hitting the full moon
was from the planet's sunrises
and sunsets, resulting in an or-
ange and red hue. Visitors at the
science center’s Crosby Ramsey
Memorial Observatory peeked at
the moon through its telescope.

Jim O’Leary, senior director of
technology, IMAX, at the Science
Center’s Davis Planetarium, said
there are usually two or three
lunar eclipses a year, but there
won’t be any in 2005 or 2006.

“This one is a particularly long
one,” he said.

Outside the science center, Bal-
timore Astronomical Society Pres-
ident Darryl Mason projected the
images from a powerful telescope

onto a screen for passers-by to
see. He said he hopes the eclipse
helps introduce more young peo-
ple to astronomy.

According to the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administra-
tion, total lunar eclipses give sci-
entists a chance to assess the qual-
ity of Earth’s atmosphere. Ash
from volcanic eruptions, for ex-
ample, can make an eclipsed
moon look much darker. The re-
cent eruptions of Mount St.
Helens in Washington were not
expected to affect the eclipse be-
cause they consisted of far more
steam than ash.

The last total lunar eclipse was
May 4, but it wasn’t visible from
North America, NASA said.

The next total eclipse of the
moon will not be until March
2007.

Dwarf woman’s skeleton could
alter history of human evolution

BY JOSEPH B. VERRENGIA
The Associated Press

In an astonishing discovery
that could rewrite the history of
human evolution, scientists say
they have found the skeleton of a
new human species, a dwarf, ma-
rooned for eons in a tropical Lost
World while modern man rapidly
colonized the rest of the planet.

The finding on a remote Indone-
sian island has stunned anthropol-
ogists like no other in recent mem-
ory. It is a fundamentally new
creature that bears more of a re-
semblance to fictional, barefoot-
ed hobbits than modern humans.

Yet biologically speaking, it
‘may have been closely related to
us and perhaps even shared its
caves with our ancestors.

The 3-foot-tall adult female skel-
eton found in a cave is believed
18,000 years old. It smashes the
long-cherished scientific ~belief
that our species, Homo sapiens,
systematically crowded out other
upright-walking human cousins
beginning 160,000 years ago and
that we've had Earth to ourselves
for tens of thousands of years.

Instead, it suggests recent evo-
lution was more complex than
previously thought.

And it demonstrates that Africa,
the acknowledged cradle of human-
ity, does not hold all the answers to
persistent questions of how — and
where — we came to be.

Prnlessor Richard Roberts points Thursday to an art
e dwarf, a discovery that could rewrite the history of human
A 3-foot-tall adult female skeleton,

evnln ion in Sydney, Austral

impression of a

found on a remote Indonesian island, is believed 18,000 years old.

“This finding really does re-
write our knowledge of human
evolution,” said Chris Stringer,
who directs human origins stud-
ies at the Natural History Muse-
um in London. “And to have them
present less than 20,000 years ago
is frankly astonishing.”

Scientists called the dwarf skel-
eton “the most extreme” figure to
be included in the extended
human family. Certainly, she is
the shortest.

She is the best example of a
trove of fragmented bones that ac-
count for as many as seven of

these primitive individuals that
lived on the equatorial island of
Flores, located east of Java and
northwest of Australia. The most-
ly intact female skeleton was
found in September 2003.

Scientists have named the ex-
tinct species Homo floresiensis,
or Flores Man, and details appear
in Thursday’s issue of the journal
Nature.

The specimens’ ages range
from 95,000 to 12,000 years old,
meaning they lived until the
threshold of recorded human his-
tory and perhaps crossed paths
with the ancestors of today’s is-
landers.

Louisville Slugger Museum
auctioning Hall of Famers’
bats, artifacts of baseball

BY CHRIS DUNCAN

The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — The Lou-
isville Slugger Museum is hav-
ing a rummage sale.

A Hall of Fame-caliber collec-
tion of bats, balls, photos and
other items will be up for bid-
ding at a public auction at the
museum Nov. 6. Many of the
items were dredged from a
warehouse and file cabinets in
the basement of the Hillerich &
Bradsby Co.’s downtown muse-
um and factory, where the trade-
mark bats are

barrel, the bat has Jackson’s sig-
nature along the hitting area in
bold ink. Bushing said the item
will likely draw a price “deep in
the six figures.”

The bat was acquired from
the estate of Syd Smith, a Jack-
son teammate and close friend.
Bushing said there’s no proof
Jackson actually used the bat,
but it is the only known one auto-
graphed by the enigmatic Jack-
son, who batted .356 from 1908
t0 1920. Although acquitted by a
jury on charges he helped fix

the 1919 World

still  manufac-
tured.
“It’s monumen-

tally significant,”
said David Hunt,
president of
Hunt  Auctions,
the firm selected
by  Louisville
Slugger to orga-
nize the event.
“It’s not just the
desirability  of

baseball in 1921
by commissioner
Kenesaw Moun-
tain Landis and
never made the
Hall of Fame.
“Idon’t know if
the Jackson bat is
the star of the
show, butit's defi-
nilely going to be
in the top five,”

the items or the b Bushing said.
rarity, but for A “The fact that it
them to come could've  been
straight from HuNT AucTions/ap Used by Joe Jack-
H&B’s archives, N son adds to the
that makes the A handwritten letter by mystique. brd
collection almost George H. “Babe” Ruth, there was proof it
unequaled.” shown in this undated photo, oo joe  Jack-

Marquee items | is one is one of the items to ¢, game bat —
include  Louis- be auctioned off Nov. 6 at the (ne that he used
ville Sluggers Louisville Slugger Museum in in games — with

handled by “Sho-
eless” Joe Jack-
son, Ty Cobb,
Jim Thorpe and
Babe Ruth. The
collection also in-
cludes a ball

hrig, a Cleveland Indians jersey
worn by Satchel Paige and a let-
ter handwritten by Ruth with
six of his signatures at the bot-
tom.

“There are things so unique
in this auction that have never
been publicly sold,” said David
Bushing, a bat expert and au-
thenticator. “It's going to be
quite an event for collectors.”

The proceeds from the auc-
tion will create a fund the muse-
um will use to obtain other base-
ball artifacts, said Anne Jewell,
the museum’s executive direc-
tor. The museum’s wish list in-
cludes a complete set of bats
from every slugger in the
500-home run club.

“It just makes sense for us to
trade things, like you do base-
ball cards,” Jewell said. “In a
trade, if there’s something
you're lacking, you look at what
youve got that someone else
might be interested in and that
helps you acquire new things.

“We look at our collection and
we know there are some holes in
it. We need to stay fresh and
vital.”

The Jackson bat figures to be
the auction’s highlight. Cracked
on the handle and worn on the

Kentucky. The letter, dated
July 9, 1918, was sent to
Frank Bradshy of the
Louisville Slugger company dollars.
and includes six genuine Ruth
signatures at the bottom for
use on baseball bats.

his autograph on
it, we’d be talking
about millions of

The  Thorpe
bat still has a ring
of black handle
tape, ball marks
on the barrel and two small cob-
bler’s nails hammered into the
end.

Thorpe believed the nails
would strengthen the bat and
had them inserted at a shoe
store in Ohio.

Thorpe was stripped of the
two gold medals he won at the
1912 Olympics because he had
signed a semi-pro contract be-
fore the games. He signed with
the New York Giants in 1913
and played in the majors for six
seasons. The bat dates to be-
tween 1917 and 1920.

The gem of the museum’s con-
tributions is a bat used by Cobb,
circa 1911-15, with grease-pen-
cil markings made on the side.
The markings were not made by
Cobb, but by Henry Morrow,
Hillerich & Bradsby’s receiving
agent in Cobb’s era.

‘When a player returned a bat
to the factory, Morrow wrote the
date, the player’s name and the
city or team where the bat origi-
nated. Bushing said the mark-
ings increase the bat’s value,
which he guessed at between
$100,000 and $125,000.

“Side-writing in the world of
bat collecting is as good as a let-
ter of authenticity,” Bushing
said.
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EDITOR

CIB for infantry only

In regard to the letter “Support soldiers
get the shaft” (Oct. 23), I and many others
have problems with them receiving a Com-
bat Infantry Badge or any combat badges
of that nature. I have done many opera-
tions in Iraq while in a line company or
line platoon, and to read that letter is ap-
palling.

The reason I say this is because in Iraq,
an infantryman’s day is at least 14 hours of

work — and that is an easy day. Most of
the time you are out in sector for 15 hours
and on your forward operating base doing
three hours of other work. We eat out of
mermites or feed on Meals, Ready to Eat,
and every now and then go to a non-infan-
tryman’s forward base and eat at a great
dining facility.

Also, when the writer got shot at on one
convoy, what does he think happens to us
on raids, patrols, at observation points or
any time we go to cities that are hot spots?
And back in the garrison, it is common to
go to the field at least four months a year,
running stick lanes, pulling guard, sleep-
ing on the ground in rain, snow, ec., and
marching — and the list goes on.

So I think it is just fine that we get a
badge and support does not. Would the
reader like, perhaps, that the Army have a
Combat Cook’s Badge with a spoon and a
wreath around it? I doubt that badge will
come up any time soon (hopefully).

T hope all understand my feeling and I
really hope this letter gets printed.

fc. Isaiic T. Healy
Forward Operating Base Omaha, Iraq

Badge reserved for warriors

The writer of the Oct. 23 letter “Support
soldiers get the shaft” said that all military
occupational specialties received “the
same training before we hit country, we’re
told underneath it all, we are all infantry,
when need be, even female soldiers.”
Where did he go to training? I went to Fort
Knox, Ky., and I was never told I was in-
fantry “underneath it all.”

There is a very good reason infantry-
men are the only soldiers who can receive
a blue cord and Combat Infantry Badge:
They earned it. Few support personnel get
the “joy” of riding in the back of a Bradley
fighting vehicle for eight hours in 120-de-
gree heat. These men volunteer to put
themselves in harm’s way; they are not
forced into harm’s way, as happens to a
support soldier.

How many support personnel patrol the
sector, man checkpoints, execte raids, es-
cort convoys and lead combat operation?
Some, but not many. Infantrymen in this
theater perform their duties, plus those of
combat engineers, explosive ordnance dis-
posal and military police.

Why do infantrymen and medics have
their own badges? Has the writer ever had
to perform lifesaving measures on some-
one while receiving small-arms and mor-
tar fire, or unloaded from the back of a Bra-
dley to join a firefight? Doubtful. The CIB
and Combat Medic Badge are companion
badges, given to the infantrymen and med-
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Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Counlry code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

ics Who go to extreme measures in com-
ba

t.

Infantrymen are one thing: warriors.
Medics are with them to keep them alive.
If anyone wants a CIB or CMB, he can al-
ways reclass and do our job. Otherwise, ac-
cept the award that is given to all the other
MOSs for being in a combat zone and hav-
ing the possibility of being engaged by the
enemy — the combat service unit patch.

Spe. Clint McCollough
Camp Taji, Iraq

Earn the badge — retrain

In response to the writer of the Oct. 23
letter “Support soldiers get the shaft”:
Who deserves the Combat Infantryman
Badge? Simply stated by Paragraph 2-6,
Army Regulation 600-8-22, personnel with
other than an infantry or Special Forces
military occupational specialities are not
eligible, regardless of the circumstances.

So, you want to earn the CIB? Do what
the real infantrymen in the Army do: go to
Fort Benning, Ga., and go through the
14-week one-station unit-training school.
Just because you are in a support position
and had two weeks of “combat” training,
you deserve the CIB? The answer is no.

It is unfortunate that on your three trips
to Baghdad, your convoy was hit. As I see
it, from an infantryman’s point of view,
when you go on combat patrols, spend four
weeks in a place like Najaf, Iraq, getting
shot at, hit by rocket-propelled grenades,
and mortared countless times, then — and
of course after completing infantry train-
ing at Fort Benning — you can wear the
CIB.

Being in a support position is an impor-
tant job. Someone must supply the bullets
and food to the real infantry soldiers, the
men who have chosen to fight wars as
their profession. So, as so many of your
support brothers and sisters, be glad that
you are not in combat every day. Take
comfort in knowing that outside the wire
there are infantrymen who will fight, and
who will die to keep you safe.

Retrain and live the infantry life. Then,
maybe, you can look at your chest and

hold your head high knowing that you are
infantry.

Sgt. Jim Davis

Camp Taji, Iraq

Equality in combat units

Regarding the article “Army ponders fe-
male role in ‘units of action’ ” (Oct. 23):
currently serve as an equal opportunity
representative and conduct many classes
on discrimination. Without fail, there is al-
ways somebody in the group who asks
why women are banned from combat
arms, if men and women are “equal.”
Leaders at many levels attempt to tell the
soldiers that it is because of menstrual cy-
cles and other uncontrollable reasons.

The truth is, it is because Congress
passed a law banning women in combat
units. The reason? “Because America is
not yet ready to watch women die in com-
bat.” Well, women do die in combat, re-
gardless of whether they are in combat
units or support companies. We have
proved that here in Iraq with 24 female
deaths since March 2003.

So what about it? The Army has a policy
that prohibits discrimination based on
race, gender, national origin, creed, etc. In
my time in the Army, I have watched
many soldiers be relieved from a position
for discriminating against soldiers of the
opposite sex. I agree, people need to be
free of discrimination and unfair treat-
ment in the work force. But if we say that
women cannot serve in combat arms
units, than we are also saying that men
and women really aren’t equal and that
the entire equal opportunity program is
simply a formality, and a joke.

If a woman wishes to serve in combat
arms, she should be afforded that opportu-
nity. These people who stand up and op-
pose women in combat — and then say
“but men and women are equal” — are
nothing but hypocrites. If men and women
are “equal,” then make it “equal” across
the board, rather than creating exceptions
to the rule.

If the Army is going to enforce a stan-
dard, enforce it across the board, top to bot-
tom. Quit telling soldiers they are equal,
than treating them differently.

Staff Sgt. Ross Eastman
Camp Taji, Iraq

Thanks to dining staff

I am currently assigned to Camp Victo-
1y, Iraq. [Recently], due to mission re-
quirements, I had seven personnel who
did not make it back to base until 10 p.m.
We went to the 1st Cavalry dining facility
in the hopes that it would be open and able
to feed my personnel. It was closed.

However, the manager and its staff did
not send away my crew. Instead, they
made sandwiches for us and made us feel
very welcome. I would have understood if
they had been bureaucratic and sent us
away — they would have been within their
rights. I and my crew would like to say
thanks to them for being team players and
supporting us.

Master Sgt. Evan Wynn
Baghdad

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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The ‘real job’ is keeping He nz Kerry quiet

BY MICHAEL GOODWIN
New York Daily News

n the spirit of the Kerry campaign
official who declared Vice Presi-
dent Cheney’s lesbian daughter
“fair game,” let us turn to the ques-

tion of whether John Kerry’s wife is fit to

be first lady.

The issue is “fair game” because of how
Teresa Heinz Kerry is behaving. Already
wildly unpopular — her approval rating is
an anemic 30 percent — she did the politi-
cal equivalent of mooning her neighbors
last week by insulting first lady Laura
Bush. Said Heinz Kerry in an interview:
“I don’t know that she’s ever had a real
job — I'mean, since she’s been grown up.”

The incident, including a quick apology
for forgetting Bush was a teacher, librari-
an and full-time mother, was a one-day
wonder because Laura Bush brushed it
off. But it was not an isolated event. It fit a
pattern Heinz Kerry established with a se-
ries of breezy putdowns and oddball rants.

There was the blast at the “scumbags”
who criticize her, the claim that “only an
idiot” wouldn’t like her husband’s health
care plan and her goofy suggestion that
Caribbean hurricane victims “go naked
for a while” until food was delivered.

My favorite came on her recent visit to
Nevada to discuss health care. The
40-minute speech, per her usual ram-
bling, it's-all-about-me style, included
her remedy for arthritis: “You get some
gin and get some white raisins — and
only white raisins — and soak them in the
gin for two weeks. Then eat nine of the rai-
sins a day.”

Got it — not eight raisins, not 10 raisins,

nine.
She’s a fan of Botox, Armani and
Chanel, calls herself “cheekv" and

“sexy,” but Kerry aides have heart palpi-
tations every time she opens her mouth.
Even some New York backers are con-
cerned.

“We could have a bona fide head case
as first lady,” said a supporter.

“She’s weird,” says another. “She looks
like she’s on Prozac or something.”

Radio man Don Imus, as usual, said
what others can’t: A Kerry supporter,
Imus wondered whether Teresa is “too
crazy to be first lady.”

I've been wondering myself. After
watching her on several occasions and
after following her antics on the trail, P've
concluded she’s not crazy. She’s a rich,
spoiled brat.

And because she’s so rich — a billion-
aire, with five houses, a private jet and in-
come of perhaps $50 million a year — she
is used to being feared by the help and
flattered by supplicants who hope she’ll
sprinkle a few pennies their way. The re-
cipient of such bowing and scraping natu-
rally begins to feel wise, even superior.

Arrogance is thus born.

Arrogance is what former Texas Gov.
Ann Richards spotted in a privileged
George HW. Bush. The former presi-
dent, Richards said, woke up on third
base and thought he’d hit a triple.

But Heinz Kerry’s arrogance is differ-
ent. Worldly and intelligent, she exhibits
a presumptiveness that recalls 19th centu-
ry robber barons who believed their
wealth proved they were divinely
blessed, and that the poor, too, got what
they deserved.

Speeches she’s given, including at the
party’s Boston convention, were mostly
about her, as if her life is inspiring. She
has a habit of lecturing, skips from topic
to topic and tends to speak quietly, So
you'll just have to listen harder.

Not to worry — there’s not much to
hear. Her story, stripped of hyperbole,
comes to this: She was the child of privi-
lege, and now she is the adult of privilege.
Her doctor father was rich and so
her first, late husband. All her money is

inherited.

After her marriage in 1966 to John
Heinz, heir to the ketchup fortune, she
quit her job as a translator and settled

into the pampered world of the
super-rich.

So she hasn't had a real job for 40
years.

Oh, yes, she does give away Heinz
‘money. She calls herself a philanthropist.
Not exactly a job ordinary Americans can
relate to. Or a first lady.

On balance,

BY JOHN B. QUIGLEY
COLUMBUS, Ohio
n defense policy, John Kerry
doesn’t have to do much to look
better than President Bush.

Our current president sur-
rounded himself with ideologues commit-
ted to controlling the world. He blurred the
line between keeping the country safe and
promoting corporations that profit from
the resources of other countries.

Backed by this crew, dubbed the
“neo-cons,” Bush espoused a new and dan-
gerous doctrine of attacking other coun-
tries well in advance of an actual attack on
us. The invasion of Iraq on phony informa-
tion shows how easily this doctrine can be
manipulated.

John Kerry, as a senator, has generally
voted for defense spending.

But he says he will use military force
only when it is seriously necessary to pro-
tect the country. He voted to authorize
Bush to invade Iraq but criticizes Bush for
misusing intelligence information and fail-
ing to gain the support of key allies.

President Bush now tries to justify his in-
vasion of Iraq by saying that he is success-
fully fighting terrorism by taking the war
to the place where terrorists are. Kerry,
more plausibly, says that terrorism in Iraq
has been generated by our occupation.

Despite President Bush’s focus on terror-
ism as a defense priority, he is still fighting
the Cold War. His multibillion-dollar pro-
gram to build a missile defense system,
both on the ground and in space, is aimed
at a threat from Russia that probably does
not exist. Whether the missile defense sys-
tem would even stop incoming missiles is
an open question.

Kerry’s military philosophy more fair

Kerry, as a senator, has voted funding
for missile defense but does not view it as
the priority that Bush does.

“We cannot afford to spend billions,” he
said on the stump, “to deploy an unproven
missile-defense system. Not only is it not
ready, but it's the wrong priority for a war
on terror where the enemy strikes with a
bomb in the back of a truck, or a vial of an-
thrax in a briefcase.”

The Iraq invasion has made the United
States less safe. By bringing the United
States into disrepute, especially in the Mid-
dle East, President Bush has left us more
vulnerable to attack. More people are will-
ing now to give up their own lives to attack
U.S. targets. Beyond this circle of activists
stand millions who support them morally
and financially.

Simply by avoiding the belligerence that
characterizes Bush, Kerry can reduce
anti-U.S. hatred and thus the risk of at-
tacks.

Kerry has made a point of saying that he
will try to reduce anti-U.S. hatred. Howev-
er, Kerry will have to avoid Bush’s strong
tilt in favor of Israel in the Israeli-Palestin-
ian conflict if he wants to improve the U.S.
image in the Middle East. To date, Kerry
has given little indication he would do any-
thing different from Bush on Israel-Pales-
tine.

One issue that generates anti-U.S. resent-
ment on which Kerry might do better than
Bush is abuse of prisoners by our troops.
President Bush whitewashed the atrocities
at the Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad as the
acts of a few “bad apples” among our
troops. Bush ignored internal memoranda

that prove that the signal to torture came
from the top of our defense establishment.

Kerry has a record, from his Vietnam
days, of opposing atrocities. He is a better
bet than Bush to deal appropriately with a
situation like Abu -aib.

to the welfare of our troops, Kerry is
attuned to the hardships that military ac-
tion brings to service personnel and their
families.

Bush calls them heroes but does little to
ease their burdens.

Both candidates say they would not insti
tute a military draft, but Kerry’s promise is
more credible, since he would be less like-
ly to commit troops to unnecessary wars.

Bush’s sorry record on defense wasn't
the result of a plan to make an opponent
look good. But it does.

John B Quigley is 3 professor of law
at Ohio State University.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Skepticism surrounds EU Constitution signing
| LR

Referendums in nine
nations puts overall
ratification in jeopardy

BY ROBERT WIELAARD
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS, Belgium — In ancient Rome,
traitors were tossed off the city’s Capitoline
Hill. It is on that very site that 25 European
leaders plan to sign the EU constitution on Fri-
day — and they can only hope the document
isn’t destined for a similar, ignominious fate.

The charter is supposed to take effect in
2007, but uncertainty hangs over the EU’s fu-
ture shape amid doubts that Europeans are pre-
pared to accept closer integration.

The challenges facing a united Europe were
underscored in dramatic fashion Wednesday,
when incoming EU Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso withdrew his entire team
for a vote before the European Parliament as it
became clear that the proposed commission
was heading for a humiliating rejection.

To take effect, the constitution must be rati-
fied by the legislatures of all EU states in 2005
and 2006. It's a tricky prospect, given that at
least nine countries — Denmark, Spain,
France, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Nether-
lands, Portugal, the Czech Republic and Brit-
ain — plan to put the constitution to a referen-
dum.

A single ‘no’ would stop the EU constitution
in its tracks.

The charter lacks the sweep and grandeur
that Euro-idealists had hoped for, and falls
short of setting up ive superstate
Euro-skeptics feared. But in allowing for an
EU president and foreign minister and offering
a series of for deci-

AP

Incoming Enropean Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso, right, waits before addressing

the European in
4

sion-making, it amounts to a key step forward
— after the recent monetary union — toward in-
tegration.

European leaders approved the charter last
June, after 28 months of difficult, often acrimo-
nious negotiations. Its principal aim is to pro-
vide simpler voting rules to end decision grid-
lock in a club that ballooned to 25 members
this year and plans to absorb half a dozen more
in the years ahead.

The constitution will be signed Friday in the
same room — the Sala Degli Orazi e Curiazi —

France, on

Barroso withdrew his proposed

ber executive team from consideration by the European Parliament on Wednesday,

realizing he faced an unprecedented rejection.

of a Renaissance palazzo where the leaders of
France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Bel-
gium and Luxembourg signed the EU’s found-
ing Treaty of Rome on March 25, 1957.

In the long term, the leaders’ key challenge
vull be to explain the merit of ever more Euro-

E

even in i Tug-
gling countries that joined May 1 and had expe-
rienced decades of communist rule. Euro-skep-
tic candidates all did well in Lithuania, Slove-
nia, the Czech Republic and Poland.

The constitution simplifies complex deci-

to an skeptical

European public.
Last June’s European Parliament elections
were a shocker: They revealed a streak of

ng by requiring that, starting in 2009,
measures can only be adopted if at least 15
countries representing at least 65 percent of
the EU’s 455 million population agree.

The Associated Press

Signing gives leaders chance to discuss Barraso’s team

ROME — Guarded by thou-
sands of police, official delega-
tions began arriving Thursday for
the signing of the European
Union’s constitution, but turmoil
over the proposed new EU com-
mission clouded the ceremony.

The ceremony will be mostly
pomp and circumstance. But it
will also give EU leaders the
chance to consult only two days

after EU Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso was forced
to withdraw his entire team for a
vote before the European Parlia-
ment. The proposed commission
was heading for a humiliating re-
jection.

“TI'will certainly have useful con-
tacts and indications then,” Bar-
roso told Italian paper La Repub-
blica in an interview published
Thursday.

Barroso withdrew his team
Wednesday amid opposition in
the European Parliament to jus-
tice commissioner-designate
Rocco Buttiglione, a conservative
Italian who riled lawmakers by de-
claring at his confirmation hear-
ing that homosexuality is a sin.

He has also been criticized for
his conservative views on women
and marriage.

Barroso then said he would

make the necessary

Rome shoring
up security for
EU ceremony

BY ALESSANDRA RI1ZZ0
The Associated Press

ROME — Roman landmarks
including the Colosseum and
the Roman Forum will be
closed, streets will be blocked
off to traffic and thousands of
police will be on patrol Friday
as part of massive security mea-
sures for the signing of the Eu-
ropean Union’s proposed consti-
tution.

The ceremony takes place on
the Capitoline Hill in the heart
of Rome. Hundreds of dignitar-
ies were expected in the city, in-
cluding heads of state and gov-
ernment of the bloc’s 25 mem-
ber states and four candidate
states.

The city’s center was already
under tight security on Thurs-
day.

Trash bins were removed in
and around the area and man-
holes were welded shut. Some
streets were sealed off to pri-
vate vehicles, while parking
was not allowed in many
streets and piazzas.

Hundreds of policemen were
patrolling tourist _attractions
such as the Circus Maximus.

Already closed to the public
was the Vittoriano museum
near Piazza Venezia, currently
hosting a Degas exhibit, and
the Bocca della Verita, the mar-
ble disc representing a human
face with an open mouth that,
as legend has it, chops off the
hands of liars.

The Roman Forum will be
closed later Thursday and the
Colosseum will shut its doors
Friday, city officials said.

In total, about 5,000 police
and paramilitary Carabinieri
forces will be employed to pro-
tect the VIPs, news reports
said.

Air travel will also be affect-

ed. The Ciampino Airport,
which usually serves many

to his team and hoped to resolve
the impasse within the next few
weeks. He did not elaborate.

One of the first to arrive was the
outgoing EU Commission Presi-
dent Romano Prodi, who was told
by Pope John Paul II that the im-
passe over Buttiglione should be
resolved with “reciprocal respect
in a spirit of goodwill.” Buttiglione
is a conservative Catholic and con-
fidant of the pope.

low-cost will be
shut down until Saturday. At
Rome’s main onardo Da
Vinci airport traffic is expected
to be reduced by at least 20 per-
cent on Friday, while the air-
space over Rome will be closed
to private aircraft.

The Circus Maximus will be
turned into a landing space for
helicopters carrying the digni-
taries, according to Rome news-
paper Il Messaggero.

Trio of election officials kidnapped by gunmen in Afghanistan

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — Armed men
kidnapped three foreign election workers
as they drove in a clearly marked white
United Nations vehicle in the Afghan capi-
tal on Thursday, UN. and Afghan offi-
cials said.

Britain’s foreign minister said one of
the victims held dual British-Irish nation-

ality. A second was a Filipino diplomat,
the government of the Philippines said.
The third was believed to be from the Bal-
kans.

U.N. spokesman Manoel de Almeida e
Silva confirmed the abductions but de-
clined to identify the victims. Taliban
rebels have in the past kidnapped foreign-
ers, and the U.S. Embassy had issued a
warning earlier this month that abduc-
tions might be attempted surrounding the
Oct. 9 presidential vote.

Abdul Hadi Qasemi, an Afghan work-
ing for U.N. security, said the three were
stopped and abducted by five gunmen.

An Afghan government official said the
driver, who was left behind, told investiga-
tors that a black four-wheel-drive vehicle
with tinted windows pulled in sharply in
front of the U.N. car.

Several uniformed men got out and ac-
cused the driver of cutting them off at the
previous corner, the official said on condi-

tion of anonymity. They then forced the
foreigners into their car, which turned
around and drove off. The driver was
beaten, he said.

On Thursday afternoon, U.N. security
staff ringed the white vehicle, found on a
dusty street near an office of the joint
U.N.-Afghan electoral body set up to over-
see the vote.

The learly marked with the world
body’s als, had its doors locked and
there was no sign of any struggle.
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U.S. envoy lists worst
weapons proliferators

N. Korea, Iran and Syria singled out as areas of concern

BY KENJI HALL

The Associated Press

TOKYO — The top U.S. envoy
for arms control named North
Korea, Iran and Syria among the
worst proliferators of weapons of
mass destruction Wednesday,
and called for shipments to the
countries to be monitored more
closely.

“North Korea, Iran and Syria,
among others, are clearly states
of proliferation concern,” U.S. Un-
dersecretary of State John Bolton
said in a speech at The American
Center in Tokyo.

Bolton is visiting Japan to ob-
serve multinational _exercises,
held under President Bush’s Pro-
liferation Security Initiative, or
PSI, aimed at training troops to in-
tercept weapons of mass destruc-
tion at sea.

He said countries involved in
the exercises “should be ready to
scrutinize shipments going to or
from such states or terrorist
groups.”

Nine ships from Japan, the

United States, Australia and
France joined the exercises off
Tokyo that began Tuesday. The
maneuvers, the first in East Asia
and the first hosted by Japan,
have been criticized by nearhy
North Korea as a “provocation.”

Bolton also called China a coun-
try that “engages in outward pro-
liferation,” and said Washington
is working to persuade Beijing to
join the counter-proliferation net-
work.

“China says it still has ques-
tions about PSL” he said. “We
think that we can make progress
and explain to China that lost busi-
ness opportunities that result
from not selling weapons of mass
destruction and weapons of mass
destruction components are not
lost economic opportunities. They
are means by which China can
make not only the rest of us safer
but can make China safer as
well.”

Bolton’s reserved his harshest
words for North Korea.

“Without a doubt, North Korea
remains the world’s foremost pro-
liferator of ballistic missiles and

related technology to rogue states
and hostile regimes,” he said.

“All countries participating in
PSI are sending a message to
rogue states like North Korea:
Get out of the proliferation busi-
ness or risk having your cargoes
of terror interdicted, regardless
of whether you ship them by land,
by air or by sea,” Bolton said.

On Wednesday, North Korea’s
official news agency, KCNA, de-
nounced U.S. crmclsm as a
“smear campaign” to destabilize
the divided Korean Peninsula
and take over Asia. Previously,
the North had derided Bolton, a
longtime critic of the reclusive re-
gime, as “human scum.”

Eleven similar drills have been
held since last September, when
Australia hosted the first exercis-
es in the Coral Sea after the initi
tive was formally backed by 11 na-
tions.

The next drill, to be held in the

", will
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Nabil Abu Rdeneh, right, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat’s senior advis-
er, talks outside Arafat's headquarters with an unidentified man, in

Ramallah on Thursday. An

g Arafat performed prayers before dawn

Thursday, but his condition remained serious.

Doctors debate about
hospitalizing Arafat

BY LARA SUKHTIAN
The Associated Press

RAMALLAH, West Bank — An
ailing Yasser Arafat performed
Muslim prayers before dawn
Thursday and ate a light break-
fast, but his condition remained
serious and Israeli security offi-
cials said he would be moved
from his to a near-

Caribbean in
be the first to pracnce boardmg
and searching ships from treaty
partners, such as Panama and
Liberia, Bolton said.
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by hospital.

However, Arafat’s top adviser,
Nabil Abu Rdeneh, said doctors
examining the 75-year-old Pales-
tinian leader Thursday were still
deciding whether he needs to be
hospitalized. Arafat has been con-
fined by Israel to his compound in
the West Bank city of Ramallah
since 2002.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon, in a telephone conversa-
tion with his Palestinian counter-
part, Ahmed Qureia, agreed to
allow Arafat to be flown abroad
for treatment if necessary. How-
ever, Israeli security officials said
the Palestinians have only re-
quested, for now, to take Arafat to
alocal hospital.

On  Wednesday  evening,
Arafat’s persistent two-week ill-
ness took a sudden turn for the
worse. He vomited after eating
soup, then collapsed and was un-
conscious for about 10 minutes, a
bodyguard said.

Aides urgently summoned doc-
tors from Jordan and Egypt, and
Arafat’s wife, Suha, was en route
to the West Bank from Tunis.
Suha Arafat lives in Paris, and
has not seen her husband since
2001.

Arafat performed pre-dawn
prayers and later had cornflakes
for breakfast, said Monib

al-Masri, a longtime friend who
visited him Thursday.

Palestinian Cabinet minister
Saeb Erekat said doctors arriving
from abroad, including teams
from Jordan and Egypt, would de-
cide whether Arafat needs to be
moved from his headquarters to a
hospital.

Arafat has been confined to the
sandbagged, partially demolished
compound for more than two
years. He has been kept inside
both by occa-
sional Israeli
military
blockades
and by
threats  that
he would not
be allowed to
return if he
leaves.

Israeli se-
curity  offi-
cials said |
Thursday
that Israel is
ready to guarantee Arafat’s re-
turn should he seek treatment
abroad.

Arafat’s health crisis has high-
lighted how unprepared the Pales-
tinians are for their leader’s
death, making a chaotic transition
penod all but inevitable. Arafat
has refused to groom a successor,
fearing an impatient protege
could turn on him.

afat has been ill for two
weeks, but reports about his ail-
ment have varied widely — from
the flu to speculation by Israeli of-
ficials that he has stomach can-
cer. Two of his doctors said
Wednesday a blood test and a bi-
opsy of tissue from his digestive
tract showed no evidence of stom-
ach cancer.

Quake rocks Romania

BUCHAREST, Romania — A
strong earthquake with a prelimi-
nary magnitude of 6.0 shook Ro-
mania and other countries in the
region, the Earth Physics Insti-
tute said, causing panic but no
mediate reports of injuries or seri-
ous damage.

Wednesday night’s quake was
centered in Vrancea, 110 miles
northeast of Bucharest on the
eastern rim of the Carpathian
mountains, the center said. It
struck at 11:34 p.m. and was felt
in several other Romanian cities,

including Iasi, Bacau and the capi-
tal, where it knocked out tele-
phone service.

The institute initially said the
quake had a magnitude of 5.8, but
later revised the estimate to 6.0.

The quake also was felt in Tur-
Bulgaria, Moldova and
Ukraine.

Stefan Tataru, of the earth-
quake service in Vrancea, told pri-
vate Realitatea TV that after-
shocks were not likely.

No injuries or damage were re-
ported, the country’s civil protec-
tion agency said.

From The Associated Press
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Not-so-public access

INDIANAPOLIS

Government officials
routinely broke or skirted
Indiana’s open records law,
which makes public records
available to anyone, a review
by eight newspapers
found.

Reporters presenting 3
themselves as citizens
visited government
offices in all 92 coun-
ties to see how readily officials
turned over such records.

Results were better than a simi-
lar audit seven years ago, and
some journalists obtained public
records easily. But others were in-
timidated, questioned repeatedly,
put off for days or mistakenly told
they needed a court order or sub-
poena.

Rush County Sheriff Jim Owens
threatened to jail a reporter if he
continued to “intimidate my staff,”
the review found.

Reporters and editors in August
tried to obtain 368 public records
from crime logs and reports, pub-
lic employee salaries and court
files of sex offenders. Only 11 coun-
ties granted all four documents
within 24 hours.

Who's in charge?

WASHINGTON — More

than three years after the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks,
local officials in the nation’s capital
do not know what might lead the
federal government to take control
of public safety efforts in a future
emergency.

“It’s been unclear since 9/11 and
we've been talking about it since
then,” District of Columbia Mayor
Anthony A. Williams said.

Williams was among officials
who testified at a D.C. Council Judi-
ciary Committee hearing into com-
mand and other jurisdictional is-
sues stemming from the district’s
huge federal presence.

With more than 1,250 federal of-
fice buildings and 175 foreign dip-
lomatic missions located in the dis-
trict and its nearby suburbs, sever-
al local jurisdictions could have
their response plans subordinated
to federal control.

“There has got to be a level of un-
derstanding about who’s in
charge,” aid Richard
Ben-Veniste, a former member of
the 9/11 Commission.

The panel, established by Con-
gress and named by President
Bush, was charged with examining
the terrorist attacks and making
recommendations to Congress.

Return of Ms. Subways

NY NEW YORK — Miss, er,
Ms. Subways rides again.

For the first time in 28 years,
New York City’s 220-mile under-
ground rail network has a human
face, that of Caroline Sanchez-Ber-
nat. The 29-year-old actress edged
out three other contenders for the
title of Ms. Subways, a promotion
revived for the transit system’s cen-
tennial celebration this week.

Sanchez-Bernat was crowned
Ms,, er, Miss America-style with a
tiara and sash at Ellen’s Stardust
Diner, owned by Ellen Hart Strum,
a 1959 Miss Subways.

The new winner’s photo will be
posted in the subway, just as were
those of the 300-plus women who

ROUNDUP

held the title between 1941 and
1976.

Chemical weapons charge

JACKSON — A man who

authorities say hated the
federal government was charged
with attempting to acquire chemi-
cal weapons, explosives and weap-
ons of mass destruction with the in-
tent to attack official buildings.

Demetrius “Van” Crocker, 39,
was characterized by U.S. Attor-
ney Terrell Harris as having “ha-
tred for the government, and
anti-Semitic and racist views.”
Crocker is accused of attempting
to obtain sarin nerve gas and C-4
explosives, according to a federal
complaint filed.

Crocker was arrested Monday
after an undercover federal agent
met him to deliver fake explosives
and what Crocker believed were in-
gredients for sarin, considered one
of the world’s deadliest chemical
agents.

New deer hunting gum

DEERBROOK — A deer

hunter in Wisconsin is mar-

keting a new type of chewing gum

he claims can mask human-smell-

ing breath and help hunters move
closer to their prey.

Neil Bretl says his Gum-o-Flage

Hanging on

Ripe tomatoes are seen in a field in
Camarillo, Calif. The winterlike
storm that drenched California
fields last week hurt the tomato
harvest and contributed to a mount-
ing national shortage that has
doubled prices at many stores.

helps fool the animals’
hypersensitive noses
to human scent.
Hunters already can

use special soap, sham-
poo and clothing deter-
gent to eliminate human
smell. Some even pay $300
for scent-control coveralls.
Now, for $4.99, hunters can
get 12 olive green, Chi-
clet-style tablets in a blister
pack.

The idea came seven years
ago when Bretl, a gun hunter since
boyhood, began going after deer
with a bow and arrow. That meant
hunting at closer range, and Bretl
took precautions to eliminate his
human odor, including wearing
carbon-lined clothing that was
kept sealed in plastic bins with
pine boughs.

Deer still picked up his scent.
He turned to his brother and
then-dental student Nicholas, who
suggested the problem might be
his breath.

Murder-suicide probed

LOWELL — A Dracut hus-

band allegedly shot and
killed a man and seriously wound-
ed his estranged wife before he
committed suicide, investigators
said.

Barry Strykowski, 48, apparent-
ly went to the Lowell home of his
estranged wife, Diana Strykowski,
shot her once, and shot her com-
panion, Jaroslab Stepancik, sever-
al times, according to the Middle-
sex district attorney’s office.

Investigators are treating the in-
cident as a murder-suicide.

Strykowski was  pronounced
dead at the scene. He had a gun-
shot wound to the head.

Diana Strykowski, 44, was being
treated at Boston Medical Center.
She is expected to survive, authori-
ties said.

Stepancik, 51, was pronounced
dead at Saints Memorial Medical
Center in Lowell shortly after po-
lice arrived at the home, respond-
ing to a report of a possible fight.

Drive for five to vote

ALBUQUERQUE — The

Southwest Voter Registra-
tion Project has cooked up a good
idea to drive young Hispanic and
American Indian voters to the
polls this Election Day.

Get five people to vote, win a
shot at a car.

“We're not rewarding voters,
we’re rewarding volunteers who
get voters to the polls with a
chance to win. So far, it seems to
be getting attention,” Southwest
Voter president Antonio Gonzalez
said of the “Take 5 and Drive” give-
away.

The contest — sponsored by
Southwest Voter in New Mexico,
Arizona, Colorado and Nevada —
gives volunteers who take five
friends or family members to the
polls a chance to win a 2005 Ford
Mustang.

An estimated 20,000 brochures
in New Mexico were sent out ad-
vertising the giveaway, and the
contest Web site already had more
than 20,000 hits.

Gonzalez said the names of vot-
ers submitted in the contest will be
confirmed after the election by
checking voter logs and making
phone calls. Both political parties
aren’t complaining.

The moon rises above
the Summit House atop

Moon over Massachusetts
Mount Holyoke in Hadley, Mass.

i 4 Some Halloween decorations in
Frozen jack-o™-lantern 3 e s o witha
coating of snow. A powerful Alaskan storm swept across California this
'week, flooding homes in San Francisco, cutting power to thousands and
leading to a record-breaking snowfall in the Sierra.

The orange leaves of a maple tree stand out
against the white clapboard steeple of a

Fall foliage

church in East Bridgewater, Mass.
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L The USS Constellation shoots confetti as it departs the Baltimore harbor
Overdue VISlt for a visit to the U.S. Naval Academy. The historic voyage marks the first
time the USS Constellation has traveled beyond the Key Bridge since arriving in Baltimore in 1955 and her first
return to the Naval Academy in more than 110 years.

Stylish pups

Cody, a terrier, left, and Casey, a

shitzu, model outfits by E&E Hall-
strom Haute Couture, a end

Bristol firefighters battle a house fire at 48 Oakland cloﬂnng company for dogs in Harts-

Street in Bristol, Conn. dale, N.

Hose down

Pacific Gas & Electric workers spend time working on the power lines in
Bakersfield, Calif., as the clouds started to move in before a rain storm hit.

Still on the line

Actor arrested in beating

SOUTHAMPTON — An

actor playing a stressed-out
soldier in a local stage production
was arrested after he punched his
leading lady in the face and then
beat up the director backstage just
before a scheduled performance,
police said.

Witnesses told police that Brian
Raber, 27, appeared to be playing
his character when he began to hit
the 17-year-old actress, who was
hospitalized in serious but stable
condition.

Raber was ordered held on
$100,000 bail at his arraignment on
two counts of assault in the attacks
at the theater on Long Island. He
has pleaded not guilty.

‘Witnesses told police that Raber,
who had starred for several weeks
in “Home Front,” about a soldier
coming home from war, punched
Bianca Massi for no apparent rea-
son at the Historical Society Play-
house.

Police said the director, Toni
Munna, 51, was beaten when she
stepped in to help Massi, who suf-
fered a fractured cheek and eye
socket. Munna was treated for fa-
cial bruises.

MINNEAPOLIS — Catho-

lic Charities USA named
the Rev. Larry Snyder, executive
director of Catholic Charities of St.
Paul and Minneapolis, as the na-
tional organization’s next presi-
dent and chief executive officer.

“I feel extremely gratified to
have been tapped for this position,
especially for such an accom-
plished and highly esteemed orga-
nization,” Snyder said in state-
ment. Snyder will start the new job
Feb. 1.

Snyder will replace the Rev. J.
Bryan Hehir, who served as presi-
dent of the group from September
2001 until December 2003, when
he returned to Boston for a job in
the archdiocese there.

Catholic Charities USA, based in
Alexandria, Va., is a national net-
work of more than 1 ,400 Catholic
Charities agencies.

Train derails

DETROIT — A train carry-

ing a flammable liquid de-
railed in a residential neighbor-
hood, and hundreds of people were
evacuated along with three
schools, officials said. There were
no reports of injuries or illness.

Nine of the CN freight train’s
cars left the tracks and some over-
turned, authorities said.

Four of the nine derailed tank
cars contained methanol, which is
used as an antifreeze and is flam-
mable. Some liquid reportedly
leaked from the train, but fire offi-
clals described the leak as mini-
mal

CN spokeswoman Gloria Combe
said the leak was quickly con-
tained. The cause had not been de-
termined.

About 1,500 students were evacu-
ated from three schools. By late
Monday, all evacuated residents
were allowed back in their homes,
Combe said.

Students succeeding
WEST COLUMBIA —
More than three-fourths of
high school sophomores passed
the South Carolina’s new and more
rigorous exit exam on their first

try.

Education Superintendent Inez
Tenenbaum announced the results
for 47,338 students who took the
tests this past spring, measuring
skills in English, reading and
math. The old exam was based on
an eighth-grade level of education.

Bat study funded

F7YJ] KNOXVILLE — The Uni-

versity of Tennessee has re-
ceived nearly $4 million to study
bats.

The National Science Founda-
tion grant will enable scientists to
conduct two studies, one on the
benefits bats have on agriculture
and the other on rabies in bats in
the wild.

Seal deaths puzzling

PORTLAND  — Scien-

tists investigating high
mortality rates of seals say no fast
answer has emerged.

Reports of stranded seals have
slowed to normal rates in recent
weeks, but researchers continue to
search for clues about what hap-
pened to the harbor seals last sum-
mer in Maine.

“We're peeling the onion, but
we're still finding more layers,”
said Greg Early, a Massachusetts
researcher and one of the leaders
of the federal team investigating
Maine’s seal deaths.

The mystery began in July with
a surge of calls to the Northeast
Marine Animal Lifeline. The West-
brook-based network rescues sick
or injured seals, tests and exam-
ines them and nurses the animals
back to health. The calls continued
at an unprecedented pace through
August, says Greg Jakush, founder
of the lifeline.

“We're at case 766 right now for
the year,” Jakush said. “Our aver-
age is 350 to 375 per year.”

Electronics recycle, too

WASHINGTON — The

city’s public works depart-
ment staged a semiannual electron-
ics recycling event in Rock Creek
Park.

Residents of the district, north-
ern Virginia and suburban Mary-
land brought obsolete computers,
televisions and stereo equipment.
The event was aimed at preventing
the items from being discarded
with regular solid waste and sent
to landfills.

Plans for city park

NEW YORK — Union

Square Park, which has un-
dergone a series of renovations re-
cently after suffering years of ne-
glect, will undergo more improve-
ments starting next autumn, New
Yurk Mayor Michael Bloomberg

The $14 million redesign, which
will focus on the north side of the
165-year-old park, will expand the
park’s two existing playgrounds
into a single playground; introduce
a year-round restaurant to replace
a seasonal outdoor restaurant; and
refurbish the plaza that holds the
Union Square farmer’s market.

The farmers market will remain
open during construction.

The project will be the final phase
of the reconstruction of the park.
The southern portion of the park
was rebuilt in 1986, and the south-
west portion was renovated in 2002.
Stories and photos from The Associated
Press
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Pregnant Roberts visits hospital

A pregnant Julia Roberts was hospitalized after experi-
encing a series of early contractions, People magazine re-
ported. The actress was accompanied by her husband,
Danny Moder, when she was admit-
ted to an undisclosed hospital. The
contractions eventually stopped, but
she remained under observation,
People reported, citing unnamed
sources.

Roberts’ New York-based publi-
cist, Marcy Engleman, declined to
comment.

The 36-year-old movie star is ex-
| pecting twins —a boy and a girl —
early January.

People said Roberts’ condition
wasn't serious, but that her doctors
had advised bed rest until her due date.

i
Roberts

Magazine rates Bush a villain

Readers of a British magazine have rated President
Bush the year’s top screen villain, for his appearance in
Michael Moore’s documentary “Fahrenheit 9/11.”

Bush beat out a shortlist of fictional film bad guys, in-
cluding the nefarious Doctor Octopus, played by Alfred
Molina, in “Spider-Man 2”; cannibalistic Leatherface in
“The Texas Chainsaw Massacre”; Andy Serkis’ creepy
Gollum from “The Lord of the Rings” trilogy; and the eye-
patch-wearing assassin played by Daryl Hannah in “Kill
Bill: Vol. 2.” Almost 10,000 people voted in the poll, con-
ducted by Total Film magazine.

Latifah could have bared it all

Had things worked out differently, it might have been
Queen Latifah in “Monster’s Ball” instead of Halle
Berry.

The rapper-singer-actress says
she was slated to play the lead in the
movie that netted Berry the Oscar
for best actress in 2002.

Berry was the first black to ever
win an Oscar in that category.

“I actually had that role before
Halle. But they couldn’t set it up. It
would have been me, Sean Penn and
Robert De Niro,” Latifah said. In-
stead, the low-budget drama starred
Berry, Heath Ledger and Billy Bob
Thornton.

Would Latifah have taken it all off for the role, as did
Berry, for the movie’s explicit sex scene?

“You wouldn’t take that role without knowing what was
there already,” Latifah cautiously answered.

Kojak back — in slightly different form

Ving Rhames has signed with USA Network to a week-
ly series of “Kojak,” debuting in March, Bonnie Ham-
mer, president of USA Network, said Tuesday. Filming
begins in Toronto in January.

Production wrapped in August on a two-hour original
movie, which will now serve as the premiere episode.

Telly Savalas starred as the stylish, crome-dome Lt.
Theo Kojak in the police drama, which aired from
1973-78.

Queen Latifah

King creates list of pet peeves

Stephen King has compiled his list of Pet Peeves of
2004, with “annoyance levels” that range from minor
headache to head- splmmg migraine.

King writes in his Entertainment
Weekly column that although pop
culture is full of pleasures, it also
has its share of annoyances.

“For every pretty, talented Elisha
Cuthbert, there is a Paris Hilton
(and her little dog, t00).”

The Futureheads are a Bi

Iy
LATWP.

tish band in the vintage art-punk vein. Their debut record will come out in the States on Oct. 26.

Left to right in rear: Jeff Jaff, Barry Hyde, and Dave Hyde. In front with glasses is Ross Millard.

Futureheads rock onto
the U.S. music scene

BY SUSAN CARPENTER
Los Angeles Times

The working-class city of Sunderland, England, is home to
50 bars, two strip clubs and zero movie theaters or rock ven-
ues, placing it exactly nowhere in the minds of most Ameri-
cans, or Brits for that matter.

But that's likely to change thanks to a quartet of young lads
known as the Futureheads, a group whose “nasty and abra-
sive” music, as one of the members describes it, is among the
most innovative and exciting in the growing post-post-punk
scene.

Never heard of them? No worries. If the world is a just
place, they should be everywhere soon enough. The Future-
heads make some of the smartest, most fun avant-pop
around.

Judging from reactions at the group’s first L.A. show at
Spaceland last month, the Futureheads have nothing to
worry about when it comes to finding an audience. First, the
club was packed, even though the group’s debut record had
not washed up on American shores.

Second, more than a few folks in the ordinarily motionless,
been-there, done-that crowd even danced. Danced! “The re-
action was a little bit more than we expected,” Ross Millard,
the band’s bookish-looking guitarist-vocalist, said the next
day on the group’s tour bus. “In cities that are famous for hav-
ing a burgeoning music scene, you expect people to be a little
‘more standoffish at gigs ... but it was like playing a show back
where we're from. It was the same atmosphere, and the
crowd — there was an intimacy there. We could relax on-
stage.”

“Relaxed” isn’t the word that comes to mind when seeing
the Futureheads perform. The group played with the
wound-up intensity of a coiled spring, unleashing its manic
energy through qulck blasls of guitar that stopped on a dime

By exposing his own
— “in all their triviality” — he hopes
to encourage readers to speak of
their own pet peeves, King writes in
the magazine’s Oct. 29 issue.

The list includes pop star Britney
Spears, who rates a minor head-
ache; real estate mogul and “The Apprentice” star
Donald Trump, a moderate to severe headache (due to
unavoidable comb-over); and ads before theatrical mov-
ies, a head-splitting migraine.

King

Stories and photos from wire services

'k vocals as each of the band’s
four members popped in and ducked out of songs for a word,
phrase or stanza.

Just two songs in, their tight-fitting dress shirts already
were showing sweaty signs of their lightning-fast playing
and high-energy performance. Forty-five minutes later, said
shirts were in desperate need of a wringing.

If the set were any longer, you'd swear the group would
pass out from fluid loss, but with youth, there is stamina. And
this group is young — made up of Millard, 22, and his “best
mates” Jaff, 22 (bass), and brothers Barry and David Hyde,
23 and 19 (lead vocals/guitar and drums, respectively).

Friends before they came together as a band in 2000, the

group had met a couple of years earlier at the Sunderland
City Detached Youth Project, a music program for at-risk
youth in the down-and-out northeastern city that was once
supported by coal mining and shipbuilding — industries that
closed up shop long ago.

No one in the group fit the stereotypical profile of kids
drinking on street corners or stealing cars; each was a musi-
cian with another band, simply taking advantage of the free
practice space.

They got together as the Futureheads after their respec-
tive groups had split up. A few months of practice in Barry’s
garage yielded a handful of tunes and their first gig — four
songs performed in seven minutes at the local cricket club.

“Our horizons weren’t particularly broad,” said Millard,
his British accent thick as clotted cream. “We just thought,
“Well, we'll get a couple of songs together and we'll play
some shows in front of our friends, and then you just gradual-
ly take it from there.”

After a year of playing to the same hometown crowd of 15
atvarious bars and basements, they ventured to nearby New-
castle, where they played at the local university and opera
house. Then came a tour of Europe and a string of “squat
clubs” in Germany and the Netherlands.

Until that tour, David wasn’t in the band; Peter Brewis was
drummer. But when Brewis opted out of traveling, David
took his place.

It was at that point that the band really jelled.

The group got back home and wrote and recorded their
first four-song singles, including two songs that also ap-
peared on their album debut. “Robot” and “Stupid and Shal-

w” are among the record’s standouts — their fast-paced,
staccato harmonies and asymmetrical rhythms defining the
group’s sound, which teeters on the edge of art rock but ulti-
mately lands in pop territory.

Performing songs off the single in London, the Future-
heads were snatched up by Fantastic Plastic, an independent
label that released two more singles by the group. Those sin-
gles went on to receive such rave reviews in the English
media that the group was soon signed to an even bigger label,
679 Recordings — the British affiliate of Sire, which is releas’
ing the band’s debut this side of the Atlantic.

‘The group’s stock continues to rise. The Futureheads just
wrapped their first North American tour, opening for Scot-
tish faves Franz Ferdinand. They’ll play the Troubadour in
Hollywood on Nov. 20 as part of their first U.S. headline tour.

In the meantime, they're just relaxing in Sunderland,
where they plan to stay, even though shops close at 4 and,
David says, “There’s absolutely nothing to do but go out and
eat and drink.”
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Unemployment declines in
eight hattleground states

BY LEIGH STROPE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Unemployment declined in Sep-
tember in eight of 10 states hotly contested in the pres-
idential race — including Ohio, where job losses and a
weak economy have boosted Democrat John Kerry’s
election hopes.

Last weeK’s Labor Department report on regional
and state employment in September was the last snap-
shot of the labor market before the election.

Jobless rates also declined last month in the other
states up for grabs by Kerry and President Bush in
lhelr race to 270 electoral votes: Pennsylvania, Flori-

la, Minnesota, New Mexico, New Hampshire, Nevada
and Colorado. Rates climbed in Towa and Wisconsin.

Overall, unemployment rates fell in 23 states, rose
in 22 states and held steady in five. Jobs were added
last month in 33 states, lost in 16 states and were un-
changed in one.

Bush and Kerry are focused on nearly a dozen
states where polls show the race especially tight. Polls
suggest the race is close nationally as well, but most
states are now decided.

In Ohio, which Bush narrowly won in 2000, the un-
employment rate fell to 6 percent from 6.3 percent in
August, mostly because jobseekers dropped out of the
labor pool. The national rate is 5.4 percent.

Ohio employers’ payrolls grew by 5,500 last month,
but the state still lags far behind in jobs, losing
232,100 since Bush took office in January 2001. No Re-
publican has won the White House without Ohio.

“Manufacturing is the heartbeat of the Midwest,
and there’s no question that manufacturing is still
struggling,” said Anthony Chan, senior economist
with JP Murgdn Fleming Asset Management in Co-
lumbus,

Mznufacluring employment in Ohio fell last month
to its lowest level in decades, with 823,700 workers on
factory payrolls, down 174,300 since January 2001.

Across the country, manufacturing has gained

WEDNESDAY'S MARKET SUMMARY

September unemployment rates

September unemployment rates in battle-
ground states important to next month’s presiden-
tial election (national rate is 5.4 percent):

Arizona: 4.8 percent

Arkansas: 5.5 percent

Colorado: 4.9 percent

Florida: 4.5 percent

Towa: 4.7 percent

Missouri: 5.6 percent
Nevada: 3.9 percent

New Hampshire: 3.5 percent
New Mexico: 5.3 percent
North Carolina: 4.8 percem
Ohio: 6 percent

Oregon: 7.3 percent

Wisconsin: S percent
Source: Labor Department's Bureau of Labor Statistics

about 70,000 jobs so far this year. But there are 2.7 mil-
lion fewer manufacturing jobs in the United States
since January 2001.

“We are definitely going to see a turn” in manufac-
turing, Chan said. “But ... it’s not going to be fast
enough to be evident before the election.”

st week Bush, campaigning in Canton, Ohio, tout-
ed the tax bill he recently signed into law. “I signed a
bill that's going to help our manufacturers — that will
save $77 billion over the next 10 years for the manu-
facturing sector of America,” Bush said. “That will
help keep jobs here.”

Kerry often has criticized Bush as the first presi-
dent since the Depression to lose jobs on his watch.

EXCHANGE RATES

Free to disagree
with SUV buyers

Dear Tom and Ray:

You mentioned in a recent col-
umn that you are often critical of
people who don’t need SUVs or
other behemoth trucks but buy
them anyway. I consider you two
to be reasonably intelligent, but
what’s with this liberal wacki-
ness? Isn’t this America, where
one can drive any vehicle de-
sired? By the way, I drive a Mit-
subishi Eclipse. I can’t see
around those huge SUVs during
the day, and at night, their head-
lights shine right into my eyes.

they

types of vehicles), they drink gas,
they handle badly, ride uncom-
fonably, are hard to park, they're

r to other cars, and
lhey Te responsible for so many
ripped inseams (from people try-
ing to get up into them) that
they've been endorsed by
NHTSA ... the Northern Hemi-
sphere Tailors and Seamstresses
Association.

TOM: Having test-driven a lot
of SUVs, we found that they’re a
lot like hula hoops: The novelty
wears off pretty quickly. So, that’s

information
could squasll we want our
me“hke a;mg ml(:k alld clack readers to
Still, T don’t " Tom and Ray Magliozzi now. In fact,
feel I have any Tom and Ray Magliozzi the other day

right to dictate which vehicle
someone chooses to drive. How
do I know what someone else
truly needs? — Randall

TOM: This certainly is Ameri-
ca, Randall. That’s why we’re enti-
tled to give lousy, ill-informed,
misleading and generally inflam-
matory advice through the media,
and sound absolutely certain of
ourselves while doing so. It's a
great American tradition!

RAY: Actually, you ask a fair
question, Randall, and here’s how
T'd answer it: We have absolutely
no power to dictate what people
drive, but we do give our opinion
when people ask us for it.

TOM: During the past 10 years,
alot of people have called or writ-
ten to us when they've been tempt-
ed to buy an SUV. People saw
SUVs as fashionable — friends or
neighbors had them. People also
perceived them as safe. And, of
course, if you drove one, you
wouldn’t have to worry about see-
ing over other people — they
would have to worry about seeing

RAY: What a lot of people
didn’t seem to know about SUVs
is that they're not all that safe
(more rollover deaths than other

my brother was testing a Lexus
GX470, a luxury SUV. I was
test-driving a Kia Spectra, a little
South Korean-made shoe box. He
was begging me to swap with
hi

im.

RAY: I couldn’t take it any-
more! All that swaying around
and bumping up and down, and I
was down to my last pair of un-
ripped khakis.

TOM: Now, if people know all
that and decide that they want
one anyway, we have no say over
it. Nor should we. We are just of
the opinion that if you don’t really
need an SUV (and that’s your deci-
sion), you might not want to make
all the compromises that owning
one entails. We feel an obligation
to share that opinion with our
readers who ask.

RAY: And since this is Ameri-
ca, those who disagree with us
are welcome to use our column to
line the bottom of their bird
cages. Or buy Rupert Murdoch’s
media empire and fire us. Was
that a knock at the door?

Got a question about cars? Write to
Click and Clack in care of this newspa-
per, or e-mail them by visiting the Car
Talk section of cars.com on the World
Wide Web. Distributed by King Features
syndicate Inc.

Money tip of the day

Cénts and Sensibility

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — It’s time to get
into the habit of balancing your

The so-called Check 21 will go
into effect Thursday, changing
several elements of check pro-
cessing. Checks now will be con-
verted into digital images, called
substitute checks, and processed

through the bank-

What this means for you is that
your checks will be clearing
much faster, says Tom Kunz, se-
nior vice president for PNC Finan-
cial Services Group. You need to
stay on your toes, especially if
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you write checks assuming yowll

‘Hope floats’ won’t suffice

have a few days’ “float” time be-
fore those checks clear. “Don’t
count on that float,” Kunz warns.

Some banks may send you sub-
stitute checkswith your monthly
bank statement. Other banks may
simply allow you to access the dig-
ital images of your checks
through their Web sites.

If you have a checking account,
Kunz recommends that you ask
your bank how it will be handling
the new law. He singled out four
questions to ask — namely, will
you receive substitute checks
every month; how will the bank
handle overdraft charges as you
get accustomed to quicker check
processing; will existing bank ser-
vices be quicker, and what new
services may be offered?
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Bands separate high temperature zones for e day.

EUROPEAN FORECAS

Benelux: Partly to mostly cloudy with
afternoon rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 505, Saturday lows inthe mid to
upper

Britain, Ireland Cloudy with rain-

Highs in the mid 50s to the
Tower 05 Saturday lows in the mid
40s to lower 50s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy
with dense fog in the morning and
evening rainshowers to the north.
Highs in the upper 60s to the lower
70s, Saturday lows in upper 40s to
lower 50s.

France: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
rainshowers. Highs in the lower 60s
to lower 70s, Saturday lows in the
mid 40s to mid 50s.

Northern Germany: Partly to mostly
cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the lower 60s, Saturday lows in the
mid 40s to lower 50s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with evening rainshowers.
Highs in the mid 50s to mid 60s,
Saturday lows in the mid

Hungary: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
mid 60s, Saturday lows in the mid
50s.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy to
cloudy with rainshowers and isolated
thunderstorms. Highs in the mid
60s, Saturday lows in the 50s.

Southern Italy: Partly cloudy to most-
Iy cloudy with rainshowers. Highs in
the low to mid 70s, Saturday lows in
the lower 60s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy to mostly
cloudy with morning fog.  Highs in
the mid 60s to lower 70s, Saturday
lows in the lower to mid

Norway: Mostly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 40s to lower 50, Saturday
lows in the mid 305 to mid 405.

Portugal, Spain: Mostly cloudy to
Cloudy With rainshoware, H% in

Saturday
0s.

the upper 50s to lower 70s,
lows in the mid 40s to mid
Turkey: Partly cloudy to moslly
cloudy. Highs in the lower 70s to mid
805, Saturday lows in the ower 503

For current weather watches, wammgs,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

htips:/lows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil
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Horoscope

Much is accomplished early on,
but the afternoon feels like a big
waste of time. Where did the hours
go? Well, maybe we all need the
mental break before a

recognize that by giving your full
attention to someone else, you are
also helping yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Changes in workplace procedures
could complicate your life. First,
accept that this one is out of your

hands. Make do as best

work situation.

perfectly friendly evening. Joyce Jillson  youcan, orfind anew

The Gemini moon brings an
energetic social hum — no
more embarrassing lulls in
the conversation or awk-
ward moments of deciding
what to do next.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(Oct. 29). This will be your
most fabulous year to date!
You'll start by planning a trip
somewhere you've always
wanted to go. You'll wonder
why you didn't do this soon-
er. Love connections grow stronger
as you create more experiences
with loved ones. Money in Decem-
ber gives you the means to do this.
Love signs are Pisces and Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You're ready to change the way you
are seen in the eyes of the world. An
emotional outburst might occur in
the process, but it's nothing to avoid.
This show of passion will actually
help a relationship in the long run.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
You don't have to think much to
know what you're doing next. In-
stinct and desire take over, and
before you know it, you're on your
way to getting what you want.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It's
super lucky to let the world know
your plans. That may be all you
have to do to get things rolling, as
it's extremely easy to gather momen-
tum with the stars on your side.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
You'll analyze your feelings, eager
to come to definitive conclusions —
but there are no definite conclu-
sions. Think of your current situation
as a work in process instead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). A child,
parent or spouse is feeling needy
fight now. The problem is, so are
you. Instead of trying to outdo one
another to see who's got it worse,

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Embrace
your unique power, and
everyone around you will
benefit. When the scales
tip against you, regain
| balance by focusing on
what makes you special.

SCORPIO (Oct.
24-Nov. 21). There's no
sense getting angry with
someone who didn't keep
his or her word. What is anger going
to accomplish for you, other than to
add fuel to an already explosive
situation? Just et it go. Forget that
promise was ever made.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). The heat is on. It seems like
you've been waiting for this moment
for months, maybe even years. You
can dazzle with the best of 'em, so
don't hold back. A higher-up is
watching and secretly rooting for
you

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Nobody cares if you can't
dance well. Just get up and dance
anyway. Where would we be now if
Copemicus had been too afraid to
tell the world that the sun was at the
center of the solar system? Don't
worry what others think.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Beware of strangers bearing gifts or
news that seems too good to be
true. There's more here than meets
the eye. Also, be sure to set some
with that
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Calvin and Hobbes

Jump Start
R
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Cathy

€ 70 BN FIRST,
v

co-worker.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You and loved ones need to recon-
nect on some common ground. Talk
about the tough issues. Whether it's
where to go on your next vacation or
when to start a family, you need to
be flexible and find a compromise.

Creators Syndicate

To our readers

For the past decade, this column has been written by Joyce Jillson
and Holiday Mathis. Ms. Jillson passed away on Oct. 1. Because Ms.
Jillson and Ms. Mathis wrote in advance, columns they prepared will

run through Nov. 6. Beginning No
named ”Horoscopes by Holiday” an

v. 7, the horoscopes will be re-
d will be authored by Ms. Mathis.
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ECKIT OUT/OONT YOUR ]
ET DESERVE THE BEST 1

FOOTHEAR?!
N

T WHEN ARE YOU
GONG TO TAKE ~HO:
SHOZS OFF?

‘wiw dilbert com_ scotiasams@solcom

TO PROPERLY PLAN
AND STAFF.

T WILL CONTACT MY
800 WEDDING GUESTS
AND TELL THEM THAT
MY ARRANGED MAR -
RIAGE 16 CANCELLED.

THANKS. |

17 20080 Adars, Inc /01S by UFS, .

Dilbert

Hagar

TONIGHT WE'RE SPEAKING
WITH A BIG, FAT, CREEPY
MONSTER'

B?;Eé, BUT HES
N TeRE
INGING A
LONE TINE...

15 Jieze A ‘
&2
y

chrd Blae

AND ARENT 200 A

LITTLE OLD TO BE
WEARING BUNNY
SLIPPERS?

49 51
Across Down 25 Boast
1 Foundation 1 Evil 26 Clear
4 Some of the 2 Yale student 27 Basilica
kin 3 Bothers section
8 Parks or 4 Backpack 28 Deteriorates
Bonheur part 30 On the road
12 “When We Were 5 Fleur-de-lis 33 Indication of
Kings” subject 6 Pen name? doom
13 Small combo 7 Drunkard 34 Brazilian
14 Without end 8 Quit river
15 Vicinity 9 Egg 36 With passion
17 Tallow source 10 Appear 37 Resorts
18 Earl Grey's 11 Bohemian international?
family? 16 Office 38 Lacking
19 Crowbar part-timer slack
20 Baffle 19 Baby kangaroo 39 Monster
22 Really eager 20 Old woman's 40 Despot
24 Arthur Marx's home? 42 Pooch
instrument 21 The O'Hara 43 401(k)
25 Its days are estate a‘lématwe
numbered 22 “Hammerin’ 44 E;‘:tsner
29 Scepter topper Hank”
30 Impressive 23 Pleased 45 Keep
setup tabs on
e Answer to Previous Puzzle
32 Callahan’s
portrayer

34 Attention getter

35 Kate Hudson's
mom

36 Can't stand

37 Tale

40 Actress Spelling

41 Senate
employee

42 A measure

46 Emanation

47 Exam format

48 Demure

49 Undo a dele

50 Indiana city

51 Pirouette pivot L
10-29 CRYPTOQUIP

HQ EVJ QJUUE OJAAVGB
SNVSVUTBR STFCE, H
OJAAVOR EV] sviuc OTE
EVI’'GR ZRNHEC ZTGO.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: TWO FISHERMEN
FRIENDS STARTED CHATTING BUT ENDED UP
OPENING A BIG CAN OF WORMS.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals C
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Internet deviancy not acceptable

Dear Abby: 1 am 36 and
“Vito,” my significant other, is
44.1 re(.emly learned that he has
been posing as a woman on an
Internet swingers’ site. He sends
people naked photos of a girl —
and once I found a picture of a
naked man. (Not him.)
One of his objectives is to
recruit couples for a
threesome, and I believe
he is also doing cybersex.

‘When I confronted
Vito, he said it was just a
joke. But it isn’t the first
time he has done this,
and it is very hurtful.

Abby, Vito is sneaky,
passive-aggressive and
an alcoholic. I have al-
ways believed if you had
to hide something from
your partner or spouse, it
was cheating. Is cybersex cheat-
ing?

— Blondie in Daytona Beach

Dear Blondie: Yes, cybersex is
cheating. When someone hides
something from a spouse or
partner, it's usually with the
knowledge that the spouse or

Dear Abby

partner would disapprove.

Now, I have a question for you:
Why are you wasting your time
with someone who sneaks
around looking for other sex
partners? Romances like yours
don’t have happy endings. Be
smart. Get checked for STDs and

call it quits with Vito.

Dear Abby: my
younger brother, who
is 53, recently lost his
job. His wife has never
worked. They have
spent their life travel-
ing, driving expensive
cars and entertaining
lavishly. They never
saved a nickel.

1, on the other hand,
have always lived
frugally. My wife and I
put our kids through college, we
live in a modest home, drive
older cars and have never vaca-
tioned outside the United States.
We have saved diligently and
plan early retirement in a year
or two.

My mother and sister think we

A few tips for airline

Dear Annie: 1ama
huge fan of your column
and would like to re-
spond to “F/A in Toron-
to,” the flight attendant
who said a passenger
clipped his nails while
she served orange juice. I
travel a lot. People seem
to forget everyday courte-
sies the moment they
walk through airport
security. On a recent
flight, the woman sitting
next to me changed her baby’s
du‘ty diaper on the seat between

" please print these guidelines
for our fellow travelers: 1. Don’t
be afraid to use the washrooms
on the plane. Teeth flossing, nail
clipping, make-up application,
nasal sprays, tweezing and chang-
ing diapers should be done in
private. We don’t want to watch

ou.
2. By all means, remove your
shoes, but please, keep your feet
on the ground. No one wants to
smell them.
3. Treat the people in the mid-
dle seat with respect. Don't grab

Annie’s Mailbox

both armrests.

4. Be mindful that
not everyone wants to
be engaged in conversa-
tion. While you might
be an interesting per-
son, some of us prefer
to work or sleep.

5. If you have chil-
dren, please don’t let
your 4-year-old run up
and down the aisle
screaming. It's OK to
tell your child to stop
Kicking the seats and
making noise.

6. Please don’t push when
exiting the plane. This is aggra-
vating and dangerous.

And to the flight attendants:
We know how hard you work,
but please, when you see people
doing inappropriate things, help
us out. Thanks.

— Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Ottawa: Thanks for your
sensible suggestions. We hope
they help.

Dear Annie: 1 was annoyed
with the letter from “Had It with
PC,” who is delighted when

should help my brother and his
wife out by lending them money
that we know will never be re-
paid. My brother has put me
down for my thrifty ways, saying
I could die tomorrow, then what
good would all that money be?
Well, tomorrow is here. My wife
and I are prepared for whatever
life may deal us in the future.
om and Sis are angry that we
refuse to give money to my broth-
er and his wife. They made their
bed — now they can lie in it.
‘Abby, please tell me if 'm
right.
— Able But Unwilling
in Alabama
Dear Able: Your philosophy of
financial planning has paid off,
while your brother is now paying
dearly for failing to provide for
his future. Far be it from me to
raise Cain with you about your
decision, but if you felt comfort-
able, you wouldn't be asking me
to endorse it.
Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
5.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

etiquette

waitresses call him “Hon” and
“Dear.” He says we should light-
enup.

My mother is 84 years old. All
her nurses at the assisted-living
home call her “Sweetie” and
“Hon,” even though they know
her name.

It is condescending to treat a
woman her age as though she
were 3 years old and anonymous.

I'm 55 and hate when women
20 and 30 years younger call me

I notice these young women
don’t call each other by such
names.

‘Whatever happened to “Sir”
and “Ma’am” when addressing
strangers of an older generation?

ave a Name

Dear Name: Some people
don't like those terms either,
because it makes them feel old,
but when in doubt, it's best to err
on the side of politeness.

Annie's Mallboxis written by Kathy

y Blvd., Suite E
£65 Angeles, CA 50045.
Creators Syndicate

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
BL by Henri Armold and Mike Argirion
Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

SYKAH

©2004 Tribune Media
I Righis Reserved.

URRYC

envices, Inc.

HEONN

QUOMES

A TEEN'S ROOM
IS OFTEN IN

O

e jurible.corn

THIS SHAPE.

BLUEBB

Now arrange the circled letters to
form the surprise answer, as

L

by the above cartoon

(‘RAFFI'I'I

Dennis the Menace

Print answer here:

Wi
{Answers tomorrow)
mbles: FRAME ~CHESS VERBAL  DOMINO

Yesterday's | Ju
Answer:  What the King reduced when he scld the

royal crowns — HIS “OVER HEAD"

Family Circus

10-29
@cte B oare, e
55 Uy Fraures Snc
s amiyerous com

“Grandma said in her day the only
things they pierced were their ears.”

[Feree

S TORE

@ENEM& :

NGB, \NE SIUDED

| Goez, TONT Wi &

©Gary Larson

Rk

M LIKE THS STORE, MOM! THEY PUT ALLTHE
D STUFF ON THE BOTTOM SHELVES!”

The Far Side

Non Sequitur
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SCOREBOARD

AFN TV & Radio

Friday

sl Ao i rma\; Round 1 (G1:
sports 15

ATLANTA FALCONS (5-2) AT DENVER BRON-

Patrick pass dhighl, CB Tyrone Poole

frivesing

Saturday

&o s, 2 am.—NBA preseason: De-
xron atMinndsota

AFN-Pacific, 2 am.—College football: Ha-
wall 3t GO bt

lantic, 2 a.m.—Rodeo: Professional
ding Findl, Rmmdz (did).
~NBA preseason:
PhoaTx &t Sacrament
e Sports 8230 Am.— Ai Force Football
with Fisher D gery did).
‘a.m.—College football: Ha-
waliat Boise St (did).
AFN:Atiantic, & "p.m.—College football:

Pamt at um

:um. College football: Okia-
homa at Oklahom
Tennessse at South na.
AR-Atiantic, 930 pan—College football
Michigan at Mchigan St
cific, p.m.—College football:

College football:

Honda e Georgia,
ris, 10 p.am.—College football:
TS 2 Corad.

Alltimes are Central European Time: did n-
dicates delayed broadcast, A ot ngs
SUbject {0 change, Some radio broadcasts
not available i all
www.myafn.net for more information.

Pro football

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PFPA
New England 6 0 01000148 90
10 s
u"a\o 150 67 17106
Miar R E L
South
Jacksonville 520 71412212
indianapolis 470 667183133
330 500138137
Tennessee 25 0 286124 158
North
Pittsburgh 510 83313114
Baltimore 420
Cleveland 340 429 147 147
Cincinnati 24 0 333106139
West
5 2 0 714 140 100
an Diego 430 51
Kansas City 220 333161 142
akland 2 5 0 285 124
NATIONAL CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PFPA
Philadelphia 6 0 01000171 94
N.Y. Giants 42 0667 117 100
Dallas 240 333107 15
Washington 240333 8 95
South
Atlanta 52 0 714129 142
New Orleans 340 42915 191
Tampa Bay 25 0 286109 124
Carolina 150 1167 83135
. North
Minnesota 510 83170128
Detroit 420 667116123
Green Bay 340 40918172
Chicago 150 167 8
West
st. Louis 430 571158 I
Seattle 330 500129 101
Arizona 240 33112104
San Francisco 15 0 167 105 159
Sunday’s games.
Miar . Louis 14
BetTol 28 Y. Giants 13
Baltimore 20, B

anane City 56 At
Jacksonville 27, Indlanauohs 2

X o Washington, San Fran-
cisto, Houston
Monday's game
Cincinnati 23, Derver 10
unday, Oct. 31
Detroit at pallas

ODeVL Bay, St Lmﬂ& New Orleans,
Cleveland
e Monday. Nov.1
Miami at N.Y. Jets

NFL injury report
NEW YORK (AP) — The National Foo(ha\l
lLEague injury report, as provided by
gue:

ARIZONA CARDINALS {2.4) AT BUFFALD
DINALS: 'OUT: RB Josh

Scobey (e QUESTIONABLE: WR Anquan
Boldin (knee). P di
A?J oin): sAanaanson(knee) Bl DOVBT.
. Losms nT(\

288
<&
g

QUETIoNABLE. WWR am:
String) C8 Terrence McGes (foot): T Marcus
rice (kee). PROBABLE T Jonas Jennings
ankle).

o
GALTIMORE, RAVENS (+2) AT PHILADEL-

PHIA EAGLES (&) — Ravens: QUESTION.
ABLE: WR Devard Dariing (hee TE Todd
Hieap Girkiey: K8 Gure Mugnell (hamstings
T Jonathan Ogden mamsmng) PROBABLE: T

than Brooks thur T Oriand Brown (i
er) © Mike Flym Ghoutiens & Joe Maese
agles: DOUBTFUL: L Jason Short
oncussion/ankie). > QUESTIONABLE: ~ WR
n

ot); CB Dexter Wynn (ham-

ing).
CAROI.INA PANTHERS (1-5) AT SEATTLE SE-
AHAWKS (3-3) — Panthers: OUT: RB Stephen
Dav\s (Kncc), RB DeShaun Fos(cr (collar-
bon: B Rod Smart (knee); WR Steve Smith
(anklex ?UESHONAELE S Tray

T Todd Fordham
(knc!}) DT Omari Jordan (ank\e) DT Kmﬁa\
Munrehead (ankle); G Tut: ankle).

ahawks: OUT:

Rouen' (right  hamstring);
e s et Fyrant (ohouidert.

ROBABLE OB Matt Hasselbeck (heel).
CINCINNATI BENGALS (2-4) un
TITANS (2- : DT
iams (anki
man’(Achil
cl

ing). OUT:
{kneey; s Lance Schulters (foot) “QUESTION:
ABLE: oe); L8 Rocky Cal-
5 (backy; DT Jared. c\auss (concuss\on),

DE Carlos Hall (necy; TE
Steve McNair (st
Gappendio T Fred Niler (ankle): D Antuan
lom (sternum); G Benji Olson (groin); DE

Jugua Thomas (ankie).
ETROIT LIONS (4:2) AT DALLAS COWBOYS
ss Bailey (knee); LB
"QUESTIONAGLE;  CB
ames Davis
nkle); RB Cory

Donte’ Curry
Femandu Bryam groin
vee): WR Az-Zahir Hakim

semesmger (hamstring): WR Roy Williams
(anklo). PROBABLE: ¥ Marcus Bell (shoul-
e

son (up
% OUTEWR Terry Glenn (1oo0): R ws Julivs
Jones (shoulden. QUESTIONABLE: WR Quin-
& Niorgan thamsting) PROBABLE: bt &r6a
Ells (oot K8 Reshard Lee (shoulder).

EN BAY PACKERS G-0) AT WASHING-
TON REDSKINS (-4 —

Cg Al Hartis (n e
ey n Sharper (knce). PROBABLE:
B Grett Fayre (gt hand: man
oen (ACRIICon B Aaron
ankle). Redsk

Niesco R

(ankle). Redskins: DOUBTFUL:
rington (kne o el (groi, QUES
‘TIONABLE: QB Mike Barrow (knee); DE Phillip
Daniels (grain); R e)4

ed Baxter (hamstring); T
Chn Samiels Ak 0 Cb red oot (oheul

muunpous £OLTS (42) AT Kansas
S (2-4) — Colts: OUT: WR

Tro
Walers (upper-arm racur), QUESTIGR.
ABLE: § Cory Bird (knee/calf); CB Nicholas
Harper (shomder), G Tupe Peko (low back:
yatt (ankle). PROBABLE: WR
in Hamsor\ (shouider); CB Joseph Seforson
(knee); DI (thigh); WR Bran-
don sto;l\ey (Wgn/smmaery Chiefs: OUT:

ris Wil e). DOUBTFUL LB Monty
Beisal b, QuESﬂDNABLE 'RB Omar Easy
(hamstr McCleon_(ham-

ing xter
Siing): BT Junior Stavi (ankle). PROBABLE:
Johin Browning (knee); L8 Scott Fujita
ankle): RB Priest Holmes (ankle); LB Kawika
AiREhel (hamsatingy T Wile Kot (Ghour
deny: G Wil shields, (np flexor): DT Ryan
Sims (hamstring); T John Welbauim (knee),
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS (5:2) AT HOUS-
TON TEXANS (3:3) — Jaguars: DOUBTFUL:
rge Wrighster (back). QUESTION-

rey Bradford

romL Sionn £an (o) S Ja3on Smons
(head); T Todd Wade (ankle). PROBABLE: CB
Aaron Glenn (hip).

EW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (6:0) AT PITTS-
BURGH STEELERS (5+) - Patrots: OUT: 16
Dan Klecko (knee). DOUBTFUL_ WR Deio
Branch (knee). QUESTIONABLE: T Tom ASh:
worth (back); WR Troy Brown (shoulder); R8

co! - OUT, TE Eric Beverly  (knee). PROBABL Tom Brady (right

ouian: DT Foteriok Coleman (khee,  shouider: 0B I M.uer right shoulden).

UESTIONABLE; CB Aaron Seasley (foo0: S Steelers: i OUT: QB Tommy Maddox (toht

ory Hal (faot) Broncos: QUT: DE Trevor  elbow: €8 Chad. Scott (quachicep). QUES:

Pryce (back. BOUBTFUL: um Bell HDNABLE 18 Kendrell Eel (snorts hernia);

m.—Rodeo: Professional  (hamstring). ONABLE: CB ' Lenny Mays (toe). PROBASLE; RB Verro
Walls’ (snoumer) "SROBNBLE: 5 Nick Fera Yaynes ke ¥ Buce staey tkne

m.~TBD programming. son (elbow); +2) AT VINNESOTA V-

m, e Middlebr et (ab- S (51) — "QUESTIONABLE: DT

domen); WR Darius Watts (Shoulder) Fresi Robbins oatien-WR Amani Toomer

{OBABI
(kne LB} enderson (kneess RS Moo Wi
liams (quadricep).

SAKLAND RAIDERS C5) AT SAN DiEGO

CHARGERS (43) ~ _Ralders: OUT: WR

los Francis ( Frank Niddloton (quad-
ticep). BOUBTFUL L8 Travian Smith (knée): G
on Stone (knee); DT Ted Washington (ribs);

R Tyrone Wheatley (shoulder); [+ Char\es
Woodson (hip). QUESTIONABL

Curry (namsmngy. 78 Justin Fargas (toe),

abricl hamsiring). Charg

Drayion Florence

Jess an (toe);

WR Tim Dwight (toe): LB Steve Foley (knee):

RB LaDainian Tomlinson (grc
SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (15) AT CHICAGO

BEARS (1-5) — 49ers: OUT: C Jeremy Newber-
'y (knee); drew Williams _ (shin).
DOUBTFUL L8 saleom Rasheed (kpee, QUES:
TIONAB dre er (back); Ci
hmed Plummer (neck) PROBABLE: DE Otis
everette a L r Smith
(shm ankle), Bea on Mckie
) Charles Tl\lman (knee) DOUBT-

iy (hamstring); 5 Bobby
Gray St QUESHONABLE DT Alfonso

e {knoey; B Adewale Ogunleye (Calt)
BROBABLE: @ Ruben Brown (kheey, ¢ ol
Kreutz (elbow).

Monday
MIAMI DOLPHINS (1-6) AT NEW YORK JETS
iphins: OUT: DT Tim Bowens
(hack) QUEST\DNABLE S Antuan Edwards
18 Morion Greenwood (quadricep):
Ko are (ghe e

PROBABLE: T Vernon Carey (shoulder); QB
lay Fvcd\er ribs/quadricep): DE Jason Ty,

r (knes 0e); CB Jimmy
A ooy Jot: QU L5 Jason G
(forearm). QUES LE: LB Sam Cowart
knee); G Brandon Moore (hamstring); CB

(kneg jon
errik Stait (Toot): S Reshad Washington
foot

College football

AP Top 25 schedule

Friday, Oct. 29
No. 18 Boise State vs. Hawail
Saturday, Oct.
No. 1 Southern Cal at Washington State
No. 2 Oklahoma at No. 20 Oklahoma State
No. 3 Auburn at Mississippi
No. 4 Miami at North Carolina
No. 5 Florida State at Maryland
No. 7 California vs. No. 20 Arizona State
No. 8 Texas at Colorado
No.9 Utah at San Diego St;
No. 10 Georgia vs Honaaauacksnnwne Fla.
No. 11 Tennessee at South Carolina
No. 12 Michigan vs. Michigan State
No. 15 West Virginia at Rutgers
No. 16 Texas A&M at Baylor
No. 17 Purdue at Northwestern
No. 19 LSU vs. Vanderbilt
No. 23 lowa at lllinois
No. 24 Minnesota at Indiana

Pro soccer

Major League Soccer playoffs

Conference Semifinals
(Two-leg Aggregate Score Series)
tern Conference
Columbus vs. New England
saturday, Oct. 23
New England 1, Columbus 0, New England
feads sries 10
y, Oct. 31
New England 2t Combus
Unitd v. etrosars

DC. United 2 Metrostars u‘ D.C. United
leads series 2-

turday, Oct. 30

Metrostars ST
Western Contorence
Kansas

s City v San Jose

san Jose 2, Kangas £y 5, San Jose leads
series 2:0

Saturday oct. 30
San Jose at Kansas
Los Angeles vs. Colorado
riday, O
(Sorado 1, 105 ARGIES 8- Goloradoleads

saturday, Oct. 30
Colorado at Los Angefes

Pro basketball

NBA preseason

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atiantic bivigion

i Pct GB
Philadelphia 187 —
New York 351 2
New Jersey 1 ax
oston 250 4
Toronto 67 an
Southeast Divi
Washln?mr\ 1
Charlot m
Central Divi
indiana -
Cleveland "
Milwaukee 2
Detroit 2 3
Chicago 35 m
WESTERN CONFERENCE
‘Southwest Division
WL o8
Memphis 2 ma -
Houston m
San Antonio 3 i
New Orleans i a0
all : 3
Northwest Division
Denver 1 .83
Portiand 35 m
ftah 350 2
Minnesota 3@ m
ttle oo 1618 %
Pacific Division
enix 183
LA Lakers 274w
Golden State 3 625
Sacramento 33
LA Clippers 5 286 %
Wednesday's games
Boston 96, Detroit 84
lando 109, Miami 103
Charlotte 93; Atlanta 89
Indiana o1, Chicago 71
Milwaukes 76, Minnesota 75
an Antonio 75, Housfon 69

Golden Stafe 82, LA chppersn

Cloveiand et
Atlanta vs. Ciovejand at pitSburgh
Utah at New York
Philadelphia at New Jersey

Memphis vs. Milwaukee' at Green Bay,

isc.
Denver at Houston
Sacramento at Dallas.
Washimgton s, LA. Lakers at Oklahoma
city, Okla.
Phoenix at LA

iday’s games
Cleveland at Toronto
Denver at Indiana
Detroit at Minneso:
Rew, Orleans at san Antonio
portiand at Seattle

enix at Sacramento

Tennis

Swiss Indoors
Wednesday
At st. Jakobshalle
Basel, Switzerland
Purse: $1.255 million (Intl. Series)
Surface: Carpet-indoor

rome Hzehnel

und
Jero rrance, def. Fernando
Gonzalez (8), Ci 3, 6-4.

B eman (3, Brtaim, de. Antony Du-
puis, France, 6:3,
i Nalbandian @, Argentina, def.

Mario Anclc,Croatia,
juan Liubiele croaua, Gef. Juan Ignacio

hela, Argenn
Nicolas M: e, def. Michal Kra-
tochvil, Swizerland

odie, Suth Africa, def. Potito t-
o, Urited states, def. Filiopo

63,40, retired.
ainer Schusttler (6), Germany, def. Rafael
Marco Chitidinel n Swuzer\and def. Albert
Montanes, Spaif &-

Gnd Round
i Novak, Czech SGpUBLC. def. Tommy Ro-
bredo (5), Spain, walkover.

mular-hinds@tankmenamara.com

Stockholm Open

63, 6.
den, def, Oscar

Hernandez, Spain, 6-4,

rhman, Sweden‘ def. Wayne

def.

e
Kristof Viiegen, Be\gmm, 2.6
Olivier Rochus, Belgium, def. Janko Tip-

sarevic, Serbia-Monts

avel aria, d

Tabara, Gzech Repuiblic, &3, %, 63,

‘Thomias Johar wseden, def. Robin
Sodemig (6 Sweden, 16,76 B 64,

St. Petershurg Open

‘Wednesday
Atpetersburgsky SCC
St. Petersburg, Ru
Purse: $1

Surfac

First
Sargls Sargsian, A def. rakil La-
badze, Georgla, &

e Sy Russia, def, Alexander
Peya, Austria, 7 (5. AL
Rusedsid,  Britain, de.

Radek
Stehanek,croch Republt, 6 (1), &6, 6:4
fien ‘sennetea

Muller, Lux;

S Sauimie. Francerdaf. Mardy Fish 3),
un ed States, 6-7 (6), 6:4, 6.3,

ol Beck. Slovala, dev Nikolay Davyden-
ko B Rusain B4 6T

Generali Ladies Open

Wednesday
At Intersport Arena

purse: ssis‘;w (Tier )

s

Jelena Jankovic, tenegro, def.
Paty Benger 5, Switeeand, B

Barbara schett, “Austra, def.”'Martina
sucha. Slovakia, 64 64

Elena Bovina (9), Aot 46t Marion Barto-

li,
Alina ickova, Russia, def. erena Williams
@) Unifed States, 76 &) -

Nadia_Petr (5). Russwa, def. Elena
Likhovtseva, Russ\a 5-7,6-3.
SEAT Open

Wednesday
At CK Sportcenter Kockelsheuer
Luxembour
5225

Slva Farina Eua B ESer Tina pisni,
nia,

Shana Golguin (), France, def. Marlene
Weingarner, Germany, 6-3, 6-4.
Ana lvanovic, Serbia-Moritenegro, def. Shi-
noby Asagoe (3) Iapan, &6 ¢4, &1
Dall antery, Madagascar, def.
Mary Berce &), Hante, 0456 63,

Wednesday’s transactlons

Amerlcan League

greed to_terms

r/l(h D RaTael SAmEI ora one-vear con:
ract

NEW YORK YANKEES-_Signcd LHP Danny

Borrellto 2 minor league contra

ational Loague.

COLORADO ROCKIES Aefvated OF Cory

gullvan and RHP Jason Young from the

-day

N tlnnnl lnskethall Assn
NBA- ended Washington C B enﬂan
Haywood mree games Was mgmr\ G Larry
Hughes one game‘ ncago F-CAntaris
Davis two gar ady Cury 0
james and fine Ch \rk Hinrich

10,000 for the:r roles m an a\ter
ing an Oct. 25 game. Fined Bost
Pierce $15,000 for spitting zl the Cleveland

bench dunn&anc g
L0 LAKERS- Waived G Nate
Johnsonand ¢ ke Nwarko.
RSEY NETS—Waived F Darius Rice
andt Y Darnons Brown.
NEW YORK KNICKS—Waived F Tracy Mur-

"HiroENx suns— Agreed to terms with
Amare Stoudemire on a contract extension
through the 2005-06 season:

National Football League
MIAMI DOLPHINS —placed 01 Tim Bowens
01 Mario Monds

RONCOS —Placed RB Quent
guifinon injured Teserve. §

SaDPﬂS\gne e Erisas 10 e practice
squa

BAY PACKERS—Signed RE Dahrran
ieanck to e p ractice sauad. Released RS
Sl McCuI\ou jhfrom the practice squad.
OAKLAY Relcased QB Brett tn.
gemann e BB B1ock Wiltams. Sioned Wi
ashaun Ward o the pract
TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS

ice squad.

Signed R8 car:
neat Graham from-ghe practice squad.
TEsted W Marcus Ko Sianed WR Serek
McCoy to the practice squac

NCAA—Placed the Mississippi State foot-
ballprogram on probation for four years re-
duced their scholarships by eight over the
next an them from
postseason play this Season for recrutting Vi

olations.
NICHOLLS STATE—Named J.P. Piper men's
basketball coach.
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Air NASCAR

Hendrick tragedy shows
risks inherent to racing
aren’t just at the track

BY MIKE HARRIS

The Associated Press

fleet of private planes
known as the “NASCAR
Air Force” has made
travel easier for drivers
and teams. But Sunday’s crash
that killed 10 people flying to a
race aboard a Hendrick Motor-
sports team plane showed such
convenience also can involve

“We use planes just like our
cars,” said Ricky Rudd, one of sev-
eral NASCAR Nextel Cup drivers
who are also pilots. “We put a lot
of hours in the air and have some
of the best pilots in the country
that fly these lhmgs, and some of
the best equipment.”

The backbone of the NASCAR
air fleet has been two-engine,
12-passenger aircraft like the
Beech 200 King Air that crashed
into the side of a moun-

land at a small airport _Q. 9 y eP P, plane.
L e timandle two all-star event..s‘. On m.any of those we ekend..s', 1 suppose we've
Speedway in Virginia. the Concord, N.C., Regional Airport — the closest airport — beenprety lucky ina
All way,” Martin said in

Killed, mclud.mg teamn

owner Rick Hendrick’s

son, Ricky; his broth-

er, John, and John’s two daugh-
ters, Jennifer and Kimberly. Also
on the plane were the team’s gen-
eral manager, Jeff Turner, and its
chief engine builder, Randy Dor-
ton, as well as Joe Jackson, an ex-
ecutive with DuPont; Scott Lath-
ram, 38, a pilot for NASCAR driv-
er Tony Stewart; and pilots Rich-
ard Tracy and Elizabeth Morri-
son.

For years, nearly everyone trav-
eled back and forth to the races in
team vans or private cars, but the
proliferation of private planes has
changed that.

Nextel Cup teams race 38 week-
ends each year, including two
all-star events. On many of those
weekends, the Concord, N.C., Re-
gional Airport — the closest air-
port for most teams — is buzzing
with activity. More than 100 air-
craft — helicopters and airplanes
—take off and land, ferrying driv-
ers, team owners, crewmen, spon-
sors and fans to airports near the
racetrack.

More aircraft, including a pair
of 727 jets owned by Roush Rac-
ing, fly in and out of nearby Char-
lotte Douglas International Air-

port.

“Actually, i's not just race
weekends,” said Annette Priv-
ette, a spokeswoman for the city

DITION -
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AP photos

Above, NASCAR driver Mark Martin pulls his jet out onto a runway in this 1998 photo. So many drivers have
private planes that they're often called the “NASCAR Air Force.” But the convenience of air travel isn’t with-
out risks, as shown by Sunday’s crash that killed 10 people flying to a race aboard a Hendrick Motorsports

team plane. An aeri

as possible.”

Petty Enterprises driver Jeff
Green sees private plane travel as
more than just a convenience.

“Taking the chance on being de-
layed in an airport just won't
work,” Green said. “You have to
be there Friday morning for prac-

Nezxtel Cup teams race 38 weekends each year, including

for most teams — is buzzing with activity.

of Concord. “Our airport has ap-
proximately 200 aircraft based
there and about 60 percent of
them are NASCAR-related.
There’s a lot of flying back and
forth to testing and pole nights
and driver and

tice or you miss practice. Miss
practice, and they don't let you at-
tempt to qualify.

“Is more than just drivers.
The crews, everybody has to use
private planes. We're not talking
about we're talking

races.

“It's convenient because the
teams, obviously, want to spend
as much time with their families

about necessity. To be able to test
and to be able to get to the tracks
where you need to be — on top of
doing the things you need to do

for your sponsors and your team
you just don’t have much
choice.”

Mark Martin, another driver
who is also a p)lul lost his father,
stepmother and half sister in 1998
when a private plane his father
was piloting crashed in Nevada.
But Martin said he
has no qualms about
continuing to use his

an interview last year.

“But everybody

knows that flying is

still safer than driving in your per-

sonal car. And we really have no

choice. We have to fly to get our
jobs done.”

With the escalating use of heli-
copters — for short hauls — and
private planes, NASCAR’s Air
Force has a very good safety
record.

SEE AIR NASCAR ON PAGE 32

iew of the wreckage from that crash is shown at the bottom right.

Last race: Jimmie Johnson’s win in the Sub-
way 500 in Martinsville, Va., was marred by the
news that a plane owned by his team, Hen-
drick Motorsports, crashed in thick fog en route.
to the race, killing all 10 people aboard, includ-
ing the son, brother and two nieces of owner

| DrivErs To Warch |

day because of rain.

Jr. stumbled at

0 barely
Martinsvilleand

o oo

leads allacive
divers with six

Nextel Cup q

fel o third place  the 10-race play- wins at Atinta, in- Geoffrey Bodine, 197.478 mph,
in the standings. off, is second ciuding_one 1997,
Henesdsagood ony “toKurt 2003 Only Dale Cup race record
sSch in_points Eobby Labonte, 159.904 mph,
oo tgam race. soored since the. Calo Vaiborough | Nov.16,1597-
tothe Cupile.  Chasebegan.  (7) have

NASCARINEXTEL CUF

Race 33: Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500, 6:30 p.m. Sunday CET, AFN-Sports.

Rick Hendrick. The Hendrick team also includes Jeff
Gordon, Terry Labonte and Brian Vickers.

Last year: Jeff Gordon held off a strong chal-
lenge from Tony Stewart and won the Bass Pro
Shops MBNA 500. The event was suspended one

| BUSIH DEES

This week: Aaron’s 312 at Hamp-
ton, Ga (Tape-delayed, & am. Sun-
AFN Sports).

AlleqiZ B aces, ce: Martin Truex Jr. extend-
LKurtBusch 6,015 Dot lead by Holding off
in 2 green-white-checker
e Goria =9 19 the Sam's Town 250 at
3. Dale Earnhardt . 5,890 the_Mempis Notorsports _Park
. e, who 1as s wins (s season:
S =S 508 oW 208 points  ahead” of Kyle
5.MarkMartin 5,791  Bus
6.Tony Stewart 5,769 Greg _Biffle passed
. Wider Walrip forthe laad btk 10
[~ Fasr Facrs | 7.Elliott Sadler 5,760 3pgieft to win the Aaron's 312.
8. Matt Kenseth 5,755 Fast ml_ns Busch h(qs no[ti won
9.RyanNewman 5,749  Since posting consecutive victories
B echinished e mmz- olgss  atIndianapolis and Michigan in Au-
lead in the championship g ¥
standings toSopoins over 1. Jamio McMurray 4,053
ordon. .. - 12 DaleJarrett 3,856 yycok:
hardt Jr. won the Golde
Corral 500 at Hampton on  13. KevinHanick 3,809 top-10finishes innine

March 14, No_driv
wept both races in Atlan
£a'shce Bill Elott In 1552,

14. Bobby Labonte 3,761

es car
ances with the series at Atiant
Next race: Bashas' Sunermarkms

3,755 200, Nov. 6, Avondale, Ariz.

Sorea O e poje k1o Michael Wt 3 464
Mamnsvﬂ‘e Noneof the PN PYE N CRAFTSMAN TRUCK

remaining | Championship 18 Rusty Wallace 3,428
conter anaverage i Last race: Jamie McMurray be-
finish better than 10th at At-  19- Sterling Marlin - 3,416 Signih, river in NASCAR
20.GregBiffle 3,358  history to win in the Cup series, the

Busch series and in a truck after tak-
ing the Kroger 200 in Martinsville, Va.

Next race: Chevy Silverado 150,
Nov. 5, Avondale, Ariz.

Last race: BrunoJunquevasgoi\ed
his_teammate’s
championship by winning the Lex-
maricindy 300 n Australia, Sebasfien
Buurda\s fini will
-point lead Gver Janquélra
3k the scbson-eniing face Nov-1 m
Mexico City.
Next racei Nov. 7, Mexico Ciy.

FORMULATONE

Last race: Juan Pablo Montoya
won_in Nis final race for. Will

ting future McLaren
teammale Kvm Raikkonen in the Bra-

:_Helio _Castroneves
(palf(keﬂ up s first win n 19 races by
in

any major series to complete every
lap of a season.
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NCAA places Mississippi St. foothall on probation

BY JOEDY MCCREARY
The Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. — Mississippi
State’s football program was
placed on probation by the NCAA
for four years, stripped of eight
scholarships over the next two
seasons and banned from postsea-
son play this season because of re-
cruiting violations.

The NCAA announced Wednes-
day that its infractions committee
found two former assistants and
several boosters broke recruiting
rules between 1998-2002. But alle-

School stripped of eight scholarships next two seasons

gations of unethical conduct
against former coach Jackie Sher-
rill were dismissed.

Sherrill retired after the 2003
season and was replaced by
Sylvester Croom. The Bulldogs
(2-5) won their first Southeastern
Conference game under Croom,
the first black head football coach
in SEC history, last Saturday
when they upset Florida.

The NCAA’s decision came two
months after i State ex-

pected it.

“The uncertainty is gone,”
Croom said. “We can move for-
ward and move our program in
the direction we want it to go. ...
We will not, under my watch, be
in this situation again.”

Thomas Yeager, chairman and
commissioner of the NCAA cor
mittee, said the historical signifi-
cance of hiring Croom was “im-
material to our conclusion,” but
credited Mississippi State for cre-

ating “a nmew atmosphere sur-
rounding rules compliance.”
“There is a new direction with
the program. .. Simply changing
coaches does not necessarily miti-
gate [that] the committee will
look favorably on that kind of per-
sonnel action,” Yeager said.
“In this case, it was a positive
evaluation.”
The Bulldogs are allowed just
81 football scholarships for the
2005 and 2006 seasons, and are

limited to 45 expense-paid recruit-
ing visits in each of the 2004-05
and 2005-06 academic years — 11
per year fewer than the maxi-
mum allowed by the NCAA.

Mississippi State in April admit-
ted to secondary rules violations
within the football program, but
denied the more serious NCAA al-
legations of offering to provide
cash and other perks to recruits.

The school had limited itself to
83 scholarships in the 2005-06 ac-
ademic year as part of a self-im-
posed penalty — down from the
NCAA maximum of 85.

Brown big addition
in Georgia backfield

5-foot-8 freshman teams with Ware to give
Bulldogs another threat at running back

BY CHARLES ODUM
The Associated Press

ATHENS, Ga. — Thomas
Brown heard the doubters long
before he arrived in Athens. In
fact, some of the cynics were in
his hometown.

The 5-foot-8, 185-pound Brown
signed with Georgia even though
many believed he would be too
small to play tailback in the South-
eastern  Conference. ~ Others
thought Georgia already had
enough tailbacks and Brown
would get pushed to the back of
the line or assigned another posi-
tion.

Even some of his new team-
mates had their doubts — until
the first practice in full pads.

“You thought he was smaller
and can’t offer much, but as soon
as you try to stop him you know
he’s a special talent,” said safety
Thomas Davls, one of Georgia’s
hardest hittes

After pro]e(,led starter Kregg
Lumpkin sustained a season-end-
ing knee injury during the first
practice, Brown quickly moved
up Georgia’s depth chart.

Brown passed veterans Micha-
el Cooper, Tony Milton and Tyson
Browning and finally challenged
starter Danny Ware — also a
freshman — for the top tailback
spot.

Ware is expected to start for
No. 10 Georgia in Saturday’s

game against Florida, but Brown
has earned unofficial co-starter
status with back-to-back 100-yard
games against Vanderbilt and Ar-

kansas.

The 6-1, 212-pound Ware is re-
garded as a punishing runner.
But Brown has won over his
doubters with his surprising
power and relentless style.

“It's just how he runs,” Georgia
coach Mark Richt said. “That’s
what we saw on tape and even in
our early scrimmages. He’s just a
tenacious runner. He's very pow-
erful for a guy his size.”

Richt says Brown has a similar
build and style as Atlanta Falcons
tailback Warrick Dunn, who
played at Florida State when
Richt was the Seminoles’ offen-
sive coordinator.

“He’s built so low to the
ground, he has good balance,”
Richt said. “A lot of guys don’t re-
ally accelerate on contact. A lot of
guys slow down when contact
comes. He bursts into it, not nec-
essanly to take a guy stralghl on.

He'll try to make a guy miss but
he will keep his legs driving when
alot of guys will stop.”

Brown, who is as effective run-
ning inside as on toss sweeps, is
durable enough to take 25 or
more carries in a game, though
Richt says he prefers to utilize
Georgia’s depth at tailback.

Ware (506 yards rushing) and
Brown (412) each rank among
the SEC’s top-10 rushers.

Georgia running back Thomas Brown (20) has rushed for over 100
yards the past two weeks in games against Vanderbilt and Arkansas.

So much for the doubters.

“Even people in my high
school, in my hometown, were
questioning ‘Why come to Geor-
gia when they have all those tail-
backs? You're never going to
play,’ ” said Brown, out of Tucker
High School near Atlanta. “I had
to come here and work hard and
prove myself.”

Running behind offensive line-
men whose average size is 6
301 pounds, Brown can be diff
cult for defenses to spot.

“I think my size is a great ad-
vantage,” Brown said.

Brown may have been a sur-
prise earlier in the season for
Georgia (6-1 overall, 4-1 SEC),
but he has become known around
the league after rushing for 80 or
more yards in four games. Brown
led Georgia with 23 carries for
107 yards in the Bulldogs’ 20-14
win over Arkansas last week.

Brown had a season high in car-
ries last week after Ware was
slowed by a lung infection that de-

veloped from a bruised lung sus-
tained earlier in the season.

Richt said Wednesday that
Ware has a clean bill of health.

Richt called the competition for
the starting job between Ware

rown “a close race.” They
each topped 100 yards against
Vanderbilt, giving’ Georgia two
backs with 100 yards rushing in
the same game for the first time
since 1992, when Garrison
Hearst and Mack Strong each
reached the mark against South
Carolina.

Georgia didn’t have a 100-yard
rusher in 2003, but Brown and
Ware already have combined for
five 100-yard games this season.

The freshmen are emerging as
a strength at a time stopping the
run has become a concern for
Florida.

Mississippi State’s Jerious Nor-
wood rushed for 174 yards and
two touchdowns in State’s 38-31
upset win over Florida last week.

Florida ranks only seventh in
the league in rushing defense.

BCS to field
offers from
TV networks

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Bowl
Championship Series could
have a new television home for
the 2006 season.

ABC has had the broadcast
rights to the BCS since 1998,
‘when the system for crowning
a college football champion
was formed by the Big East,
Big 12, Big Ten, Southeastern
Conference, Atlantic Coast
Conference and Pac-10.

The current contract runs
out after the 2005 season.

ABC and the BCS have been
negotiating a_new contract
since September, but have
been unable to a get deal done.
When the exclusive negotia-
tion period ends next week,
BCS officials will open the bid-
ding to other networks.

“We're looking at quite a
number of alternatives next
week, and there’s a good level
of interest,” Kevin O’Malley,
television and marketing con-
sultant  to BCS, said
Wednesday.

Talks between the BCS and
ABC are still alive, though.

“They still want to be very
much in the mix,” O’Malley
said. “We want to have them in
the mix.”

BCS coordinator and Big 12
Commissioner Kevin Weiberg
said, “All of our options re-
main open to us, including
reaching an agreement with
ABC.”

O'Malley and Weiberg de-
clined to identify the other net-
works interested in acquiring
the rights.

Even if he wants to, Spurrier return to Florida hardly a done deal

BY MARK LONG
The Associated Press

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — All the
trophies Steve Spurrier brought
to Florida still line the hallways in-
side Ben Hill Griffin Stadium.

Six Southeastern Conference
championships, two Heismans
and a national title.

Spurrier’s legacy remains —
and it always will.

He gave the program its first
Heisman Trophy in 1966, its first
SEC title in 1991 and its only na-
tional championship in 1996. He

coached the Gators to 122 victo-
ries over 12 seasons, tormented
opponents with his offensive flair
and witty one-liners, and left
town with the best winning per-
centage in league history.

So if Spurrier wants to coach at
Florida again, is there anything
that would prevent his return?
Maybe.

“Everybody thinks it'’s a done
deal. It's not a done deal. It's not a
slam dunk,” said Tommy Dona-
hoo, president of Gators Boosters
Inc., which raises money for the

school’s athletic programs.

“Spurrier can’t just ask for the
job and get it. There’s certainly a
contingency out there that wants
him back, but there also are peo-
ple upset with some of the things
he did before.”

For everything Spurrier would
seemingly return to Gainesville
— credibility, victories and cham-
pionships — he also brings some
baggage.

Many fans are still upset over
the way Spurrier left Florida. He
called athletic director Jeremy

Foley from his beach house and
dropped the news in the middle of
the recruiting season.

His recruiting dropped the last
few years — he admitted he left
the “cupboard somewhat bare”
— and he wanted to limit the num-
ber of stops he made on the annu-
al tour of “Gator Clubs.”

Speculation about his return
has even prompted concerns
about his age (is 59 older than
ideal?) and his motivation (will he
leave again for the NFL?).

Would players, fans, boosters,

Foley and school president Bern-
ie Machen be willing to trade po-
tential problems for the chance to
restore the Gators to the national
elite? Would they be silly not to?

As for Spurrier and Foley, the
AD says the relationship hasn’t
soured.

“Steve Spurrier and I were
friends before he was the head
football coach at the University of
Florida, we’re friends today and
we'll be friends forever,” Foley
said. “Did we always see eye to
eye and stuff? No, but our friend-
ship has never been better.”
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WR Boldin set to make
season debut for Cards

The Associated Press

TEMPE, Ariz. — Arizona Cardi-
nals wide receiver Anquan Bold-
in went through a full workout in

pads Wednes-
day and said
there’s no doubt
he’ll play in Sun-
day’s game at
Buffalo.

“For the past couple of weeks,
my goal has been to get back on
the field without any setbacks —
any swelling or any pain,” he
said. “I think I've reached that
goal right now.”

Boldin, last season’s NFL rook-
ie of the year, will be upgraded to
probable on Thursday, coach Den-
nis Green said.

Green said that if Boldin is ac-
tive for Sunday’s game, “he’ll
play a significant amount.”

Boldin has been sidelined since
his right knee locked up during
training camp on Aug. 10. He un-
derwent arthroscopic surgery to
repair torn cartilage.

Boldin missed a season at Flori-
da State with an injured left knee,
and that helped him understand
what it takes to come back.

“Just be patient. I think that’s
the most important part — work
hard and be patient,” Boldin said.
“You can’t come back too soon be-
cause you'll just end up getting
hurt again.”

Hobbled Tomlinson expects
to play against Raiders

SAN DIEGO — LaDainian
Tomlinson ~ missed  practice
Play the

rad
WIN CASH!

Mondaysin tars and Stripes
and on Oconus.com

Education
Focus

In Sunday
Scene,
this Sunday

NFL injury update
\onuris to prominent NFL plavers, fol
m’s pro Qrms's. (See Satur-
s cdion for Eonspic
provided by the league):
Panthers: RB StEDh Davis (knee) will
not F\ag/ Sunday; WR Steve Smith (bro-
ken out for seasor
 Jlders 3 Charcs Woadson (1p)sa-
cert: G Frank Middleton (torn
Guadnceps) oul for rest of season.
Redskins: LB LaVar Arrington (knee,
(mgn) duubﬂu\ K John Hall (groin)

injury report

Bobby Engram (ankle)
dﬂubﬂu\ 15 Saian Kacyvensh) (ankle)

B Steve McNair (bruised

cresy ﬂue?ﬂonahle

Wednesday and will probably sit
out Thursday because of
strained groin, but the San Diego
Chargers running back expects to
play against the Oakland Raiders.

Tomlinson has been playing
through the injury the past three
weeks.

Two of Tomlinson’s five big-
gest games as a pro came against
the Raiders in 2003. He had a ca-
reer-high 243 yards in a home
win in the season finale, and 187
yards in an overtime loss at Oak-
land on Sept. 28.

But Tomlinson hasn’t rushed
for more than 65 yards in the past
three games.

“It was pretty bad at first, but
it’s getting better,” said Tomlin-
son, who was hurt in the second
half of a home win against Ten-
nessee on Oct. 3.

Vikings WR Moss practices
with strained hamstring

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. —
Randy Moss practiced Wednes-
day despite a strained right ham-
string, but Minnesota Vikings
coach Mike Tice wouldn’t say
what kind of role his star receiver
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LaDainian Tomlinson has missed
parts of San Diego’s past three
games with a strained groin.

‘would play Sunday.

Moss was limited in practice
and left early to get treatment for
his hamstring, which he injured
Oct. 17 at New Orleans. Tice
sounded optimistic about Moss”
recovery.

“He did really everything we
wanted him to do and probably a
little bit more,” the coach said.

Moss made a token start last
Sunday against Tennessee to
keep his consecutive games
streak alive at 102. He’s expected
to have a bigger role against this
weekend against the Giants.

Redskins rookie Taylor arrested
on drunken-driving charge

ASHBURN, Va. — Washington
Redskins rookie Sean Taylor was
arrested Wednesday on charges
of driving under the influence
and refusing a breathalyzer test.

‘Taylor was pulled over by a Vir-
ginia state trooper at about 2:45
a.m. EDT, on Washington’s Inter-
state 495. The officer suspected
Taylor had been drinking, and
Taylor flunked some field sobri-
ety tests, according to Virginia
State Police Lt. Harry Newlin.

Taylor was held for several
hours in the Fairfax County Jail
and released on an_unsecured
bond at about 10 a.m. He is due in
court Dec. 1. A first offense is pun-
ishable by up to one year in pris-
on and/or a $2,500 fine.
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49ers’ first-round
picks struggling

BY GREG BEACHAM
The Associated Press

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — The
San Francisco 49ers insist their
salvation will arrive through the
draft.

They hope years of bad con-
tracts, unlucky injuries and sala-
ry-cap woes can be erased
through solid choices in April.

The trouble is, the 49ers’
record in restocking their roster
isn’t much more impressive than
their 1-5 mark this season — par-
ticularly when it matters most.

San Francisco has made 10
first-round picks in the past 10
years. Only six are with the team,
and not one has played a signifi-
cant role for the 49ers this season.

Linebacker Julian Peterson and
cornerback Mike Rumph are out
for the year with injuries, while
cornerback Ahmed Plummer, de-
fensive end Andre Carter and left
tackle Kwame Harris have been
limited by less-serious injuries.

Receiver Rashaun Woods, the
top pick in last April’'s draft, is
stuck as the 49ers’ No. S receiver,
still playing catch-up after getting
hurt during training camp.

And except for Peterson, who
became an All-Pro linebacker
last season before his contract
holdout and subsequent heel inju-
ry, none of the 10 first-round
picks has been as good as the
49ers hoped.

“There are no classes in college
that you can take to prepare you
for being a first-round draft pick
in the NFL,” said Harris. “There
are always more expectations in
that position, and there’s nothing
you can do about it.”

The 49ers love to tout the ex-
ploits of a roster stocked with
more of their own draft choices
than nearly any other team — but
those choices haven't added up to
a competitive team this season.

San Francisco, which plays at
Chicago on Sunday night, has its
worst record after six games
since 1979.

Sure, there have been several

stellar picks by the 49ers in re-
cent years. In fact, you could
argue that the 49ers have more
success in the seventh round of
the draft than the first.

Quarterbacks Tim Rattay and
Ken Dorsey, starting offensive
linemen Kyle Kosier and Eric
Heitmann, tight end Eric Johnson
and even long-snapper Brian Jen-
nings were final-round gems.

But the team’s first-round picks
— the ones who command the
most money and scrutiny —
haven’t been much help in keep-
ing the 49ers out of the cellar.

San Francisco had two total
busts in the late 1990s — quarter-
back Jim Druckenmiller and de-
fensive tackle Reggie McGrew —
and a near-bust in receiver J.J.
Stokes, who hung around for
eight years on the strength of his
unrealized potential.

'hey drafted cornerback R.W.
McQuarters in 1998, but traded
him to the Bears before he devel-
oped into a dependable player.

Since then, San Francisco has
picked six players who are works
in progress — though there’s no
common theme to their various
struggles and setbacks.

obody has more work to do
than Woods, quietly expected to
be a major contributor to the
49ers’ offense this season after
being chosen with the 31st overall
pick. Instead, he has struggled to
adjust to the speed and precision
of the pro game, and now finds
himself far down the bench.

“I know they expect me to even-
tually come out and do well and
justify where they picked me,”
Woods said.

Harris’ struggles have been
among the most dismaying to the
49ers, who hoped the 6-foot-7
tackle would be entrenched as
the offensive line’s anchor by
now. Last winter, they got rid of
Derrick Deese to pave the way
for his ascension.

But Harris has been hurt for
much of the season, and he still
shows up on many highlight films
failing to block a pass-rusher
steamrolling Rattay or Dorsey.

BY JOSEPH WHITE
The Associated Press

ASHBURN, Va. — This elec-
tion season, Washington Red-
skins cornerback Fred Smoot
has a predicament faced by
many NFL players: a Demo-
crat’s background and a Repub-
lican’s income.

“They turn Republican. I see
it all the time,” Smoot said. “It
all goes back to Changmg your
economic value.”

Smoot, a black from modest
‘means in Mississippi, has decid-
ed to choose his roots over his
pocketbook. He is supporting
John Kerry for president.

“When you go into a higher
tax bracket, all of a sudden you
don’t want to vote for this candi-
date because he’s going to raise
taxes,” Smoot said. “I thought
about it. 'm not going to solely

Redskins are accurate
Election Day predictors

vote for this candidate just be-
cause he’s going to be save me a
couple of dollars and it not turn
out to be the best thing for me or
my country.”
however, presents
Smoot with another dilemma:
For Kerry to win, the Redskins
have to lose on Sunday — at
least according to a bizarre sta-
tistical correlation that’s been
accurate for seven decades.
“Pm hoping John Kerry can
kind of reverse the curse,”
Smoot said. “This is the millenni-
um for all trends to be broken.”
Since the Redskins became
the Redskins in 1933, the result
of the team’s final home game
before the presidential election
has correctly predicted the
White House winner. If the Red-
skins win, the incumbent party
wins. If they lose, the incumbent
party is ousted.
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Mourners gather for vigil
at Hendrick Motorsports

The Associated Press

CONCORD, N.C. — Hundreds
of candle-bearing mourners gath-
ered outside the Hendrick Motor-
sports complex for a vigil Wednes-
day evening for 10 people who
died in the crash of the team
plane.

Team owner Rick Hendrick’s
son, brother and twin nieces were
among the victims when the
plane went down on the way to a
race Sunday in Virginia.

At dusk, the mourners lit can-
dles while the Christian band
MercyMe played on loudspeak-
ers that were mounted above doz-
ens of bouquets and cards.

There also was a large picture
showing the victims in happier
times with the inscription: “Al-
ways In Our Hearts.”

Randie Skaggs of Denver, N.C.,
came to the service with her hus-
band, Jeremy.

“The NASCAR community
needs to stick together,” she said,
her eyes welling up with tears.
“We feel like we know all these
guys because we follow all the
teams.”

Her husband wore a cap that
showed his support for one of Hen-
drick Motorsports’ drivers, Jim-
mie Johnson, who won Sunday’s
Nextel Cup race at Martinsville.

Johnson didn’t learn about the
crash until after he won the Sub-
way 500.

“It was a real roller coaster,”
Skaggs said, holding his unlit can-

dle before the ceremony began.
“Everyone was so happy for a
minute and then we heard the
news. It made the race seem so
unimportant.”

The Beech 200 King Air was
headed from Concord to Martins-
ville, Va., when it slammed into
the side of Bull Mountain in
Patrick Springs, Va., after miss-
ing its first landing attempt. The
National Transportation Safety
Board is investigating the crash.

Police: No alcohol or drugs
in Strzelczyk at time of crash

HERKIMER, N.Y. — Former
NFL player Justin Strzelezyk did
not have alcohol or drugs in his
system when he died after lead-
ing police on a highway chase, au-
thorities said.

State police initially believed
the one-time lineman for the Pitts-
burgh Steelers was intoxicated,
saying he threw a beer bottle out
the window during the pursuit.
State police investigator James
Hunt said Thursday troopers
have since confirmed it was a
plastic soda bottle.

Police are testing the liquid in-
side but it appears that Strzelezyk
had been chewing tobacco and
was using the bottle as a spittoon.

Strzelczyk, 36, died Sept. 30
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A Hendrick Motorsports employee places flowers at a memorial site
during a vigil on Wednesday at Hendrick Motorsports in Concord, N.C.

after his pickup truck slammed
into a tanker truck and exploded
after a 90-mph chase along a
40-mile stretch of the New York
State Thruway.

Strzelezyk, an offensive line-
man, played with the Steelers for
nearly a decade until the team re-
leased him in 2000.

Spencer loses his Nextel ride

CORNELIUS, N.C. — Jimmy
Spencer was fired by Morgan Mc-
Clure Motorsports, just days after
he was arrested and accused of in-
terfering with police officers as
they attempted to serve a warrant
on his son.

Spencer has driven 25 races for
the team this season without post-
ing a top-10 finish. The team
didn’t indicate whether the firing
was because of Spencer’s arrest.

On Sunday night, officers went

to Spencer’s home to arrest
James Jonathan Spencer Jr., 18,
on a misdemeanor charge of inju-
ry to personal property. He is ac-
cused of pouring paint on two
cars at a Cornelius home Oct. 6.

Burns progressing in fight

against cancer

NEW YORK — New Jersey
Devils coach Pat Burns says he's
making progress in his fight
against colon cancer after finish-
ing chemotherapy treatments
this week.

“I'm still not out of the woods,”
Burns told the NHL’s Web site.
“P've been going through the pro-
cess of chemotherapy and that's
very difficult. Anybody who has
been through this knows and if
you haven’t, you just don’t know.
It is very physncally and emotion-
ally draining.”

he S2-year-old Burns an-
nounced he had cancer in April.

Wizards’ Haywood gets three for fighting

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Brendan Haywood of the
Washington Wizards was suspended for three
games by the NBA on Wednesday for fighting
during a preseason game
against the Chicago Bulls.

NBA “Antonio Davis and Eddy
: Curry of the Bulls received
briefs two-game suspensions,
Washington's Larry Hughes

drew a one-game suspension and Bulls guard
Kirk Hinrich was fined $10,000.

“It's tough,” Curry said of his suspension. “I
wasn'’t expecting that. But there’s nothing T
can do about it.”

the NBA regular season next week.

“We accept the ruling handed down by the
league, however we do feel it's heavy-hand-
ed,” Wizards president Ernie Grunfeld said.
“We will have to step up and come together as
we will be shorthanded for the first three
games of the regular season.”

Washington guard Gilbert Arenas has al-
ready been suspended by the NBA for one
game because he failed to maintain proper
registration of a handgun in 2003.

Suns’ Stoudemire gets contract extension

PHOENIX — Amare Stoudemire, the 2003
NBA Rookie of the Year, had his contract ex-
tended the Phoenix Suns, who

The penalties were
by NBA vice president Stu Jackson, who
found Haywood most at fault for the fight late
in the third quarter of Chicago’s 100-95 victo-
ry on Monday night.

Haywood, Davis and Curry were suspend-
ed for throwing punches, while Hughes was
penalized for initiating the confrontation by
head-butting Hinrich.

The suspensions take effect with the start of

exercised their fourth-year option on the con-
tract.

Stoudemire will receive $2.6 million in the
2005-06 season, then he will be a restricted
free agent. That gives the Suns the right of
first refusal, meaning they could keep him by
matching another team’s offer.

The 6-foot-10 Stoudemire, who turns 22
next month, was the first player to enter the

NBA directly from high school and win its top
rookie honor.

Pacers’ A. Johnson out 6-8 weeks
with broken hand

INDIANAPOLIS — Indiana Pacers backup
point guard Anthony Johnson broke his right
hand in Tuesday's preseason game against
Memphis and is expected to miss 6 to 8 weeks.

The eight-year veteran, the primary backup
to starter Jamaal Tinsley, had his hand placed
in a cast on Wednesday — the same day cen-
ter Jeff Foster had arthroscopic surgery to re-
pair frayed cartilage in his right hip. He is
also expected to miss 6 to 8 weeks.

Johnson will not need surgery.

Scot Pollard will start at center while Foster
is out.

Forwards Jermaine O'Neal (sprained left
foot), Ron Artest (sore right knee) and
Jonathan Bender (sore left knee) and center
David Harrison (sprained left shoulder) have
also been injured this preseason.

Carlisle said there is “major concern” that
’Neal might not be ready for the regular-sea-
son opener at Cleveland on Nov. 3.

Rir NASCAR:
Fast transit
a way of life

AIR NASCAR, FROM PAGE 25

Driver Alan Kulwicki and
three others were killed in the
crash of a private plane in
1993 while flying to a race in
Bristol, Tenn.

Later that same year, Davey
Allison died in the crash of his
helicopter as he tried to land at
Talladega Superspeedway.

There had been no air-
craftrelated ~ fatalities in
NASCAR since, but that
doesn’t mean there haven’t
been accidents.

In one three-week period in
November 2003, Martin’s
plane blew two tires taking off
from a Goodyear, Ariz., airport
after racing at Phoemx, a
plane carry Petty crewmen
also blew a tire on takeoff after
a test earlier in Phoenix, and
driver Tony Stewart’s plane
hit a deer while landing to refu-
el at a rural Texas airport on
the way to the Phoenix race.
There were no injuries.

“Things happen but, in most
cases, it's just a matter on
being inconvenienced, having
to wait for repairs or hitching a
ride on somebody else’s
plane,” Martin said. “There’s
still no substitute for the pri-
vate planes.”

There is, however, a substi-
tute for lhe small planes.

in’s team owner, Jack
Roush, bought his 7275 four
years ago after starting to feel
less and less comfortable about
having up to 16 small planes in
the air each race weekend.

“I have five teams and we'd
have five small planes going to
the track on Thursday night or
Friday and five more on Sun-
day morning,” Roush said.
“Then myself and the five driv-
ers were usually flying our
planes in and out, too.

“There’s tremendous con-
gestion at these airports, al-
though I think the FAA does a
great job on regulating the air

traffic associated with our
events. Still, I didn’t feel like T
wanted to continue to have the
responsibility for 16 airplanes,
all the maintenance and pilot
training.”

Since his team has_been
using the big planes, with pi-
lots trained for commercial air-
lines transporting most of his
people, Roush said he is sleep-
ing better.

“I'm confident as I can be in
the safety of our planes and
the ability of our pilots, but I
s\:i]l breath a sigh of relief

time we get through a
race weekend without a prob-
lem,” Roush sai

NHL officials meet, but lockout is not a topic of conversation

BY IRA PODELL

business Tuesday and got together with

Brown said Wednesday, the 42nd day of _ During

the last negotiating session in

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Negotiators for the NHL
and its players’ union discussed various
topics in their first face-to-face meeting in
over a month, but the league’s labor prob-
lems were not the focus of the talks.

Ted Saskin, the senior director of the
players association, was in New York on

Bill Daly — the NHL's chief legal officer.

The sides had not met in person since
the last negotiating session on Sept. 9, one
week before the NHL imposed a lockout fol-
lowing the expiration of the collective bar-
gaining agreement.

“Iknow they were in the same place, but
it was more of a conversation as opposed to
a negotiation,” NHL spokesman Frank

the lockout.

Daly and Saskin talked about last
month’s World Cup of Hockey tournament,
ajoint venture between the league and the
players association, and other issues.

No plans were made for future meetings.

The NHL regular season was due to
begin Oct. 13, but games are being can-
celed by teams on a 45-day rolling basis.

Toronto, the NHLPA proposed a luxu-
ry-tax based system that was rejected by
the league.

The NHL wants a system that guaran-
tees “cost certainty,” which the players as-
sociation says is akin to a salary cap — a so-
lution it refuses to accept.

Player representatives from all 30 clubs
will meet with union leadership in Toronto
on Tuesday to get an update on the lockout.
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Palmeiro re-signs with Orioles

The Associated Press

BALTIMORE =~ — Rafael
Palmeiro didn’t want his home-
coming with the Baltimore Ori-
oles to end after just one season,
50 he took a pay cut and accepted
a one-year, $3 million contract
Wednesday.

Palmeiro, 40, returned to the
Orioles this season after a
five-year absence. He batted .258
with 23 homers and 88 RBIs —
the first time since 1994 that he
failed to hit at least 38 homers
and drive in 100 runs.

He had a clause in his $4.5 mil-
lion contract that called for him to
receive an identical sum in 2005 if
he played 140 games at first base,
but Orioles manager Lee Mazzilli
drastically reduced Palmeiro’s
playing time in the field as the sea-
son drew to a close.

Palmeiro finished with 128
games at first base — only eight
after Sept. 7.

But Palmeiro enjoyed playing
in Baltimore, where he spent five
ons during the 1990s, and de-
cided it would be better to come
back to a comfortable environ-
ment than to become a free agent.

“I'm very happy. Otherwise, I
‘wouldn’t be returning,” he said in
a phone interview from his Texas
home. “What happened last year
is in the past. 'm not going to
worry about it. I'm more con-
cerned with moving forward.”

Palmeiro played a key role in
the Orioles’ return to respectabili-
ty this season. Baltimore ended a
six-year run of fourth-place finish-
es in the AL East, closing in third
place with a 78-84 record.

Palmeiro ranks 10th on the ca-
reer list with 551 homers and is
just 78 hits short of 3,000.

Baseball briefs

Mets interview Riggleman

NEW YORK — Jim Riggleman
interviewed Wednesday for the
Mets’ managing job, and the team
hopes to hire a replacement for
Art Howe next week.

Riggleman, the Dodgers’ bench
coach, managed San Diego for
just more than two seasons and
was the Chicago Cubs’ manager
for five seasons before being fired
in 1999. He has a 486-598 record
as a major league manager.

Riggleman met with Mets Gen-
eral Manager Omar Minaya. New
York already has interviewed Yan-
kees coach Willie Randolph,
former managers Carlos Tosca
and Terry Collins and Texas Rang-
ers hitting coach Rudy Jaramillo.

Wally Backman pulled out of
the managerial hunt to focus on
his bid to get a job with the Arizo-
na Diamondbacks.

P s interview
former catcher Russell

PHILADELPHIA — John Rus-
sell might be perceived as a long
shot among Philadelphia Phillies
managerial candidates.

Jim Fregosi and Jim Leyland
managed in the World Series.
Charlie Manuel and Grady Little
took teams to the AL Champion-
ship Series.

And Russell? He once was
voted the top managerial pros-
pect in the Pacific Coast League.

There’s a pretty large experi-
ence gap between Russell and
some of the others. Still, the

former Phillies catcher thinks he
can handle the job as well as he
handled a pitching staff.

“There’s history. I played
here,” said Russell, who inter-
viewed Wednesday. “There were
days I couldn’t stand to read the
paper. There were days you kind
of enjoyed it depending on what
kind of story you might get. I
think it's very important you kind
of know what the city is like.”

Russell was a first-round pick
(13th overall) by the Phillies in
the 1982 draft and played for
them from 1984-88. He also
played for Atlanta and Texas in a
10-year career, hitting 34 homers
with 129 RBIs and a .225 average.

Top bid for Bonds’ 700th
HR ball over $800,000

SAN FRANCISCO — Barry
Bonds’ 700th home run ball
brought a top bid of $804,129
Wednesday after a 10-day online
auction.

The ball had received 240 of-
fers by the time Overstock.com
closed the bidding. The identity
of the top bidder, nicknamed “bo-
masterj,” was not immediately
made public.

Steve Williams of Pacifica got
the ball after a scramble in the
left-center field bleachers at SBC
Park on Sept. 17 — a mad dash
that has fattened his wallet but
also landed him in court. Timothy
Murphy has sued Williams, con-
tending he should get the ball be-
cause he locked it behind his
knees while at the bottom of a
scrum before Williams swiped it.

Lawyers for Murphy said they
are continuing with their suit, and
are seeking the proceeds from
the ball’s sale as damages.
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Red Sox dominate
from start to finish

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The Boston Red
Sox never trailed during their
four-game sweep of the St. Louis
Cardinals, becoming the fourth
team in World Series history to ac-
complish that feat.

The others were the 1963 Los
Angeles Dodgers, the 1966 Balti-
more Orioles and the 1989 Oak-
land Athletics.

“It’s never easy, but we didn’t
allow them the chance to come
back. We know how good they
are, we respect that,” Red Sox
manager Terry Francona said
after a 3-0 victory clinched the
title Wednesday night. “We got
out of here with the ring we need-
ed. Now we can celebrate.”

Boston is the third consecutive
wild-card team to win the World
Series, joining Anaheim (2002)
and Florida (2003). The Red Sox
also became the first club to win
eight straight games in a single
postseason.

AT LAST: The two largest news-
papers in Boston rolled out extra
editions after the Red Sox won
their first World Series in 86
years. Both carried single-word
headlines to capture the historic
moment.

The Boston Globe doubled its
press run to more than 850,000
for Thursday’s editions, accord-
ing to Michael Larkin, night oper-
ations editor. Their third edition
— dubbed a Victory Edition —
was rolling shortly before 2 am.
with the headline “YES!!!” An
extra edition was planned for
later in the morning.

The Boston Herald doubled its
press run to about 600,000 copies,
according to night city editor Jose
Martinez. The newspaper pub-
lished an extra with the headline
“AMEN.”

“I'm sure there are a lot of peo-
ple in New England that are danc-
ing in the streets right now,” Red
Sox manager Terry Francona
said.

QUITE A  COLLECTION:
Among the items headed to the
Hall of Fame after Boston’s first
World Series title since 1918 are
Curt Schilling’s spikes, the bat
Johnny Damon used to hit a lead-
off homer in Game 4, MVP
Manny Ramirez’s bat and Keith
Foulke’s spikes.

THIRD TIME A CHARM: Jason
Varitek has come close to champi-
onships before. This time, he took
home the big prize.

The Red Sox catcher is the sec-
ond person to play in the Little
League World Series, the College
World Series and the major
league World Series. After falling
short in the previous two title
games, Varitek helped Boston
complete a four-game sweep of
St. Louis with a 3-0 victory
Wednesday night, clinching the
team’s first championship since
1918.

“I'm happy for our fans,”
Varitek said. “This is just the
greatest.”

Varitek led Altamonte Springs
(Fla.) to the U.S. championship in
the 1984 Little League World Se-
ries. He also played for Georgia
Tech in the 94 College World Se-

ries — that
team also fea-
tured Nomar
Garciaparra
and Jay Pay-
ton but lost to
Oklahoma in the title round.

The first person to play in all
three was pitcher Ed Vosberg,
who played in the Little League
World Series in 1974 for the run-
ner-up team from Tucson, Ariz.,
for the NCAA champlons from
the University of Arizona in 1980,
and for the world champion Flori-
da Marlins in 1997.

Game 4 on Wednesday night
was also the first time in major
league World Series history that
Little League World Series partic-
ipants faced each other as pitcher
and batter.

Cardinals pitcher Jason Mar-
quis played for South Shore Little
League of Staten Island, N.Y., in
the 1991 Little League World Se-
ries, helping his team to a
third-place finish. He pitched two
shutouts for the U.S. East team, in-
cluding a no-hitter against Cana-
da.

WE REMEMBER YOU: The
Boston Red Sox have not forgot-
ten Nomar Garciaparra.

Reports said the team voted a
full playoff share to its former
shortstop, who was traded to the
Chicago Cubs in a deal that
helped spark Boston’s resurgence
this season.

“I voted him to have a full
share because he was a big part
of us getting to the point we got,”
said pitcher Tim Wakefield, the
team’s longest-tenured player
and its former union representa-
tive. “And I think he deserves it.”

The five-time All-Star was one
of the best players in Red Sox his-
tory, but was hurt by the team’s at-
tempts to trade him for Alex Rod-
riguez last offseason. When the
deal fell through, Garciaparra re-
mained in Boston.

He was sent to Chicago on July
31 for former Gold Glove winners
Orlando Cabrera and Doug Mient-
kiewicz. The Red Sox responded
with improved defense that led
them to the best record in base-
ball the rest of the way.

NEW ENGLAND NEMESIS: St.
Louis teams have been bedeviled
by Boston for years.

The last time a pro team from
St. Louis made it to the champion-
ship round in baseball, football,
hockey and basketball, it lost to a
squad from Boston.

“I'm very, very sick of them.
You just want to scream,” said
Marianne Sutter, a St. Louis fan
who roots for the hometown Car-
dinals, Rams and Blues. “They’re
definitely a thorn in our side.”

The St. Louis Rams were fa-
vored by more than two touch-
downs against New England in
the 2002 Super Bowl, but the Pa-
triots pulled off a 20-17 upset on
Adam  Vinatieri’s last-second
48-yard field goal.

The Boston Bruins swept the
Blues in the 1970 Stanley Cup fi-
nals, clinching their first title in
29 years when Hall of Fame de-
fenseman Bobby Orr scored in
overtime of Game 4. The play was
captured in a famous photo of Orr
flying through the air after his
dramatic goal.

World

Series
notebook
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No more waltmg untll next year in Boston

BY JAY LINDSAY
The Associated Press

BOSTON — The Boston Red
Sox returned to Fenway Park on
Thursday to cheering fans who
have waited generations for a
World Series victory.

After too many disappointing
Octobers, the Red Sox beat the St.
Louis Cardinals 3-0 Wednesday
to sweep the World Series in four
games, bringing the city its first
title since 1918.

“They've waited their entire
lives, every year saying this is the
year and meaning it, and this IS
the year. And that’s just incredi-
bly gratifying to be part of it,”
owner John Henry said.

Center fielder Johnny Damon,
who hit a lead-off home run in the
final game, said the team had a
feeling it was going to make histo-

“We knew we were going to get
the job done.”

A few hundred people, gath-
ered on Yawkey Way as the sun
rose on a clear, chilly morning,
cheered as veteran designat-
ed-hitter Ellis Burks carried the
championship trophy off the team
bus.

“Nothing’s going to be the
same. What the best part is six
‘months from now, 'm going to be
doing something at three in the af-
ternoon and come back and think
of this, and it’s going to be unbe-

B 6

1' ANK
éfus yau!

Red Sox fans gather around Fenway Park in Boston early Thursday
morning, waiting for their triumphant team to return home.

lievable,” said Matt Savage, 33, a
salesman from Wilmington.

The city’s newspapers reflect-
ed the jubilant mood, with The
Boston  Globe  proclaiming
“YES!!I” atop its special “Victory
Edition” on ’I'hursday and the Bos-
ton Herald running a headline
reading, “AMEN! Series sweep
answers Sox fans’ prayers.” The
Globe’s sports section was head-
lined “Finally!” above a photo of
Red Sox players celebrating after
the game’s final out.

Fans across the state celebrat-
ed, proclaiming the end of a leg-
endary hex put on the team after
it sold Babe Ruth to the New York
Yankees in 1920.

“Babe Has Left the Building,”
read one message painted on a
sheet draped across the front of
0'Toole’s Pub in the South Shore
town of Whitman.

City and team officials said a
victory parade would likely be
held Saturday, but logistics were
still being worked out.

It was a joyous, but more sub-
dued, scene than a few hours ear-
lier, when tens of thousands of
giddy fans gathered near the his-
toric stadium where so many of
the team’s previous tragedies
have played out.

But this year was different. Not
only did the Sox turn the tables on

the Yankees, staging a historic
comeback in the ALCS, but they
emerged victorious in a World Se-
ries sweep over their National
League nemesis: the St. Louis Car-
dinals.

“It doesn’t get better than this,”
said Eric Imhof, 23, of Boston.
“And to be alive during this is one
of the greatest things to happen to
us, because you never know when
it’s going to happen again.”

In Kenmore Square, one man
got on his knees and, with tears
welling in his eyes, shouted
“Thank you God!” over and over
above the din of the crowd.

Intent on avoiding the ugliness
that erupted after the Game 7 vic-
tory over the Yankees, when a col-
lege student was killed, police
were out in full force — some of
them in riot gear and gas masks
— trying to disperse the crowds
that lingered into the morning
hours.

Officers blocked streets and
used percussion grenades and
smoke canisters to clear the
street.

Fires were lit, fireworks were
set off, and some revelers tossed
bottles at police.

A police spokesman said there
were 35 arrests made, most for
disorderly conduct. Nineteen rev-
elers were taken to hospitals and
30 were treated at the scene. And
one officer was at Boston Medical
Center with a shoulder injury.

At the University of Massachu-
setts in Amherst, campus police
made about 25 arrests after stu-
dents streamed out of dorms in a
raucous celebration. No injuries
were reported there.

The heavy police presence
didn't dampen the mood among
fans who waited generations for
this moment.

Keith Lyons, 36, a Myrtle
Beach, S.C., bar manager original-
ly from Beverly, took the week off
from work and drove north with
his wife, Jessica, 29, just so he
could be on Sox home turf to wit-
ness it all.

Lyons recalled getting out of
school early to watch a one-game
playoff between the Red Sox and
Yankees in 1978.

“When Bucky Dent hit that
home run, I wanted to leave the
room. But my mother said, ‘You
can’t be a fair-weather fan.” From
that point on, I knew what it was
like to be a Red Sox fan,” he said.

In 1986, the last time the Sox
were in a World Series, he made
sure to have a bottle of cham-
pagne chilling for what he
thought would be a victory over
the New York Mets. He still has
the same bottle.

“The champagne is sitting in
my hotel room cooling for the
first time since 1986,” he said. “I
really don't care how it tastes.”
Associated Press Writers Jennifer Peter,
Greg Suklennik Matt pita, Adam Gor-
ick, Theo Emery and Mark Jewell con-
o to this report.

Lowe takes teammates to new heights

Red Sox right-hander becomes first pitcher to win three clinchers in same postseason

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Derek Lowe
stood in the boisterous Boston
clubhouse, a bottle of champagne
in one hand, a cigar in the other.

“Unbelievable,” he said. “No
more going to Yankee Stadium
and having to listen to ‘1918!" *

Dave Ferriss failed.

Jim Lonborg failed.

So did Bill Lee. Roger Clemens
and Bruce Hurst, too, names
piled high on the heap of Red Sox
flops near the finish.

Lowe came through.

Starting this day, he’s forever a
Red Sox hero, a name to be re-
membered by children through-
out New England as long as base-
ball is played in Boston.

He did it! With the Red Sox one
precious victory from that elusive
World Series title, Lowe came
through with the game of a life-
time, the missing highlight to be
played over and over and over —
especially when the Yankees
come to Fenway Park.

Lowe ended 86 years of low-
lights, helped the Red Sox get
over the top. He shut out the St.
Louis Cardinals on three hits in
seven innings, and completed an
amazing World Series sweep —
the first for the Red Sox — with a
3-0 victory Wednesday night that
made him the first pitcher to win
three postseason clinchers in one
year.

Already, Lowe was looking
ahead to the biggest parade Bos-
ton has seen since the British
were chased out of town.

“It gets me tingling to think
about it,” he said.

This year, let the party go on all
weekend, with Lowe receiving
the first toast.

The first pitcher to win a World
Series clincher for Boston since
Carl Mays in 1918, he put up
zeros on the scoreboard as
Johnny Damon’s leadoff homer in
the first and Trot Nixon’s two-run
double in third provided the of-
fense that sent Boston on to its
eighth straight postseason victo-

Ty.

Before the game, Lowe was in
Boston’s dugout on the third-base
side of Busch Stadium singing,
“If you're happy and you know it,
clap your hands.”

A 3l-year-old right-hander,
born in Dearborn, Mich., and a
resident of Boston’s spring train-
ing town of Fort Myers, Fla.,
Lowe has been with the Red Sox
since 1997, was their closer in
2000 and much of 2001 before 10
losses in relief caused Boston to
bounce him back to the rotation.

Then, the following April 27, he
pitched a no-hitter against Tampa
Bay. But he went 0-3 in the play-
offs in 2003 and this year, the
final season in his contract,
slumped to a 14-12 record and a

42 ERA. By the time the play-
offs came around, he was out of
the rotation.

Derek Lowe, who was 14-12 with
a 5.42 ERA during the regular
season, allowed three hits in
seven innings as the Red Sox
clinched the World Series with a
3-0 victory over St. Louis.

“We talked to him in Baltimore,
told him he was going to the bull-
pen. He wasn't happy,” manager
Terry Francona said. “We told
him he had a day to pout, yell or
whatever, because he was going
to have something to do in the
playoffs. We didn’t know how
much. But to his credit, he did
what he was supposed to do. He
didn’t pout. He got himself ready,
and look at what he did.”

He got the victory against Ana-
heim in the final game of the first
round. Then, when Tim Wake-
field wound up being used in re-

lief in Game 3 against the Yan-
kees, Lowe was called on to start
Game 4.

Boston won that one in extra in-
nings, and Lowe started and won
Game 7, allowing one hit over six
innings as Boston completed its
historic comeback from an 0-3
deficit.

“When you think you're down
as far as you can go, I kept getting
back up,” Lowe said. “I gave my-
self the nickname ‘Cockroach’ in
the Anaheim series. They kept try-
ing to kill me. I'd find a way to
wiggle back to life.”

Grady Little, Francona’s prede-
cessor, had questioned whether
Lowe was out too late at night and
suggested that Lowe’s body lan-
guage on the mound was a sign of
trouble.

“When Pedro [Martinez] pitch-
es a bad game, he pitches a bad
game. ... When I pitch bad, I'm a
mental Gldget ” Lowe said last
July after a string of bad outings.

Boston had looked far and wide
for the pitcher who could get that
final victory, could lead the Red
Sox back to the title. He was in
the clubhouse all the time.

Scampering about the club-
house, with champagne flying, he
thought about the ceremonies.
The flag gets raised at Fenway on
April 11, with the Yankees on
hand to watch.

He didn’t want to wait for the
hardware.

“I'wish,” he said, “we could get
our rings tomorrow.”

World Series

Saturday, Oct. 23
Boston 11, St. Louis 9
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World Series sweeps

Associated Press.
2004 Eoston AAL) 4, St. Louis (NL) 0
1999—New York (AL) 4, Atlanta (NL) 0
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Red Sox: Boston ends 86 years of futility

RED SOX, FROM BACK PAGE

It was Boston’s sixth champion-
ship, but the first after 86 years of
frustration and futility, after two
world wars, the Great Depres-
sion, men on the moon, and the
rise and fall of the Soviet Union.

After all that, on an eerie night
when the moon went dark in a

total eclipse, MVP Manny
Ramirez and the Red Sox made it
look easy.

They became the third straight
wild-card team to win the Series,
and the first club to win eight
straight in a postseason.

Gone was the heartbreak of
four Game 7 losses since their
last title, a drought — some insist
it was a curse — that really began
after they sold Babe Ruth to the
Yankees in 1920.

Damon’s leadoff homer against

Jason Marquis and Trot Nixon’s
two-out, two-run double on a 3-0
pitch in the third were all that
Lowe and the bullpen needed.

“They outplayed us in every cat-
egory, so it ended up not being a
terrific competition,” Cardinals
manager Tony La Russa said.

“We were ready to play. We
didn’t play good enough.”

Having won the first-round
clincher against Anaheim in re-
lief and then winning Game 7 at
Yankee Stadium, Lowe blanked
the Cards on a mere three hits for
seven innings.

Relievers Bronson Arroyo and
Alan Embree worked the eighth
and Keith Foulke finished it off
for his first save.

Even before Doug Mientk-
iewicz caught Foulke’s toss on
Edgar Renteria’s grounder for

the last out, the Red Sox were
rushing out of the dugout. Boston
players streamed in from the bull-
pen, and they all came together in
a pulsating pile between the
mound and first base.

With flashbulbs popping, the
hugging and jumping was electri-
fying. And why not? The day that
would never quite come for a gen-
eration of Red Sox players and
fans had arrived.

“We can'’t reverse what was a
long time ago,” first-year manag-
er Terry Francona said. “This
‘was our team this year. You can’t
do anylhmg else about any other

“Now the Red Sox get to raise
the World Series banner next
April 11 in the home opener at
Fenway Park, with the van-
quished Yankees in town forced
to watch. No telling who will be

there — 18 Boston players are po-
tential free agents, including Mar-
tinez and Lowe.

Lowe followed up peak perfor-
mances by Curt Schilling and
Martinez, capping off a year in
which Boston traded away popu-
lar shortstop Nomar Garciaparra.

’m so happy. I'm happy for
the fans in Boston, I'm happy for
Johnny Pesky, for Bill Buckner,
for (Bob) Stanley and (Calvin)
Schiraldi and all the great Red
Sox players who can now be re-
membered for the great players
that they were,” Schilling said.

Schilling got himself traded
from Arizona to Boston last No-
vember, eager to beat the Yan-
kees and put the Red Sox in the
World Series for the first time
since 1986. He made it worth his
while, with the win ensuring him
an extra $15 million in a contract
he negotiated himself.

Red Sox reverse the Curse

The Red Sox finally broke “The Curse of the Bambino,” sweeping the Cardinals in four games to win the
World Series. This comes after beating the Yankees in the ALCS, achieving the greatest postseason series
comeback in history. Many people attributed their 86-year title drought to trading Babe Ruth to the Yankees.

Highlights and blunders of the Boston Red Sox

1914 - Purchased Jan. 3, 1920 1946 — 1967 - Lost the Series  April 1995 — After 1998 — 2003 -
1901 —Played theirfirst ~ Babe Ruthfrom  —Yankees ~ “Johnny o the Cardinals, ending 1986 winning the Asthe  Boston, the AL
seasonatHuntington ~ minor league  purchased  Pesky held  “The Impossible Dream” Roger AL East,  wild card, wild card,
Avenue Grounds Baltimore Orioles the contract ~ the ball inthe when they came back ~ Clemens ~ Boston was the Red  squeaked past
of Babe Ruth first Series from having the most struck out  swept by Sox lost  Oakland in the
May5,1904 -Cy | 1915-Won  ,541000  appearance  losses in e majors the 20 Mariners the dians the division series,
Young threw the first | Series against  oainctthe  since Ruth  previous season; Carl  in nine inthe newly division  to lose the
modem perfectgame; | Philadelphia 510000 on left, leadingto “Yaz’ Yastrzemskiwon inningsto  formatted  seriesto  ALCS to the
he "°5'eg 2 192h-n 2 Fenway Park; the loss to St. the AL triple crown breakthe  division  Cleveland Yankees
:;gs"t:fn"(" e :’f’é‘m aka“The  Louisinseven (326 average, 44 HRs, MLB record series in seven
Curse of the 121 RBIs)
Bambino” —
[s00s ‘ 19108 19208 [19s0s ‘ 10408 ‘ 1050 19608 1970 1980 19908 20005
1903  1912- 1916 1941-Ted 1960 - Oct. 21,1975 October 1986 1988, 1990 - 1989 —After 2004 —
Won the Fenway Won Series Williams Williams hita — Carlton Fisk  One strike away After winning  beating Red Sox
first World  Park against batted a .406 home runon hit the winning  from winning the division titles, Cleveland in break the
Series, opened; Brooklyn average, the his last at bat, home run in Series in Game 6, the Sox were the division  Curse
beating  won second last playerto refiring witha Game 6 of the  Mookie Wilson's e swept both  series,
Pitisburgh  Series 1918~ Beat the  ever pass 400 lifefime BAof ~Series, but the  roller skipped years by the  Boston lost
againstthe  Cubs in theirlast in his third 344 and 521 team lost through Bill Buckner, Oakland A's  the ALCS to
New York Series win before season with HRs Game 7 and and the Mets came the Yankees
Giants “The Curse” the team the Series to back to win the
Cincinnati ~ game and Series
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Cards: Powerful St. Louis lineup bows out quietly vs. Boston

CARDS, FROM BACK PAGE

“The odds obviously were
against us,” said Bill DeWitt Jr.,
the team’s general partner and
chairman of the board. “If we had
won tonight it would be some-
thing to build on. But every time
we hit the ball hard, it was right at
somebody.”

Mostly, St. Louis went quietly.
The Cardinals scored one run in
the last two games at home,
where they had been 6-0 in the
postseason, and were a woeful
4-for-28 with runners in scoring
position in the Series.

The Cardinals totaled 12 runs,
the fewest since the Braves had
nine when they were swept by the
Yankees in 1999.

The life seemed drained out of
the Cardinals after their most for-
gettable play of the Series, pitch-

er Jeff Suppan frozen between
third and home with one out in
the third inning of Game 3. In-
stead of tying the score at 1 on a
run that the Red Sox had been
conceding, Suppan ran into a dou-
ble play.

Starting with that at-bat, the
Cardinals reached base only
seven times in 54 plate appearanc-
es the rest of the Series, getting a
homer, a double, three singles
and two walks against a Red Sox
staff that was considered far from
dominant. They advanced only
four runners into scoring position
in Game 4.

It seemed as if it was shaping
up as a sluggers’ series after the
Red Sox’s 11-9 victory in Game 1.
After that, the Cardinals scored
just three runs.

Cleanup hitter Scott Rolen, sec-
ond in the NL with 124 RBIs, was

0-for-15 with one RBI. He fin-
ished the year in a 12-for-75 skid
after coming back from a
strained left calf in mid-Septem-
ber.

No. 5 hitter Jim Edmonds, who
hit 42 homers and had a ca-
reer-best 111 RBIs, was 1-for-15
with no RBIs. Sanders was
0-for-9 with five strikeouts before
getting benched in favor of John
Mabry in Game 4. Mabry contin-
ued that trend, going 0-for-3 with
two strikeouts.

Albert Pujols and Larry Walker
had their moments, but never
with any support from the rest of
the offense. Walker was 4-for-5 in
Game 1 and homered for the Car-
dinals’ lone run in Game 3. Pu]nls
had three of St. Louis’ five hits in
Game 2 but was silent in the
clincher before singling to lead
off the ninth.

Pujols, Rolen and Edmonds
were horrible in the clutch, going
a combined 1-for-12. None of
them got a chance for redemption
in Game 4.

Pitching shouldered its share
of the blame. Before Jason Mar-
quis gutted out six innings in the
3-0 Game 4 loss, the Cardinals
had gotten very little from the ro-
tation.

Marquis was the first starter to
last long enough to qualify for a
victory. The three pitchers who
preceded him lasted a total of
11%; innings and allowed 15 runs.

Cardinals pitchers allowed at
least one run in the first inning of
all four games. St. Louis was domi-
nated so completely, it never led.

“It's amazing,” said Game 1
loser Woody Williams. “We were
talking about that on the bench:
Let’s get one lead and see what
‘happens. But it never happened.”

Ramirez
chosen as
Series MVP

BY MIKE FITZPATRICK
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Manny Ramirez
will cherish this moment forever,
same as every Red Sox fan from
the bustle of downtown Boston to
the coastal mountains of Maine.

Ramirez and the Red Sox fin-
ished a four-game sweep of St.
Louis with a 3-0 victory Wednes-
day night, giving them their ﬁrst
championship since 1918.
the shy kid who grew up in the
shadow of Yankee Stadium owns
a treasured spot in baseball lore
— he is Boston’s first World Se-

ries .

“I never thought I'd get to be
part of a World Series winner.
But it'’s fun, let me tell you,”
Ramirez said. “Before we wem to
spring training, I told my
T'm going to be lhe MVP of ome.
thing. And I

He batted 412 (7 -for-17) with a
homer and four RBIs against the
Cardinals, helping the Red Sox
end 86 years of pain and futility.

That was the idea when
then-general manager Dan Du-
quette signed Ramirez to a $160
ml].llun eight-year deal in Decem-

2000.

“Ramirez put up prodigious
power numbers during his first
three seasons in Boston. But his
awful defense, deplorable baser-
unning and hefty contract prompt-
ed the team to place him on waiv-
ers last offseason.

The front office then tried to
trade him to Texas for AL MVP
Alex Rodriguez. The deal fell
through, and Ramirez was back
in left field this season, flubbing
fly balls and hitting homers over
the Green Monster at Fenway
Park.

He won his first AL home run
crown, connecting 43 times. He
alsoled the league in slugging per-
centage (.613) and finished with
130 RBIs. But his absent-minded
play kept skeptics wondering if
he was really the guy to finally
carry Boston to glory in October.

A long lineage of great sluggers
had tried and failed, from Jimmie
Foxx to Ted Williams to Carl Yas-
trzemski and Jim Rice. But it’s
Ramirez who became a champi-
on, earning every penny of that
enormous contract.

Before the game, Ramirez and
Barry Bonds received the 2004
Hank Aaron Award, recognizing
the outstanding offensive player
in each league. Ramirez also won
with Cleveland in 1999, when he
had 165 RBIs.
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2003 NFL rookie of the year Boldin
finally ready to make season debut
for Arizona, Page 27

Red Sox 86 curse

Boston wins
World Series
for first time
since 1918

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — They are now for-
ever a part of New England lore,
names such as Pokey Reese right
up there with Paul Revere and
Plymouth Rock.

Because these Boston Red Sox
— yes, the Boston Red Sox! — are
World Series champions at long,
long last. No more curse and no
doubt about it.

Pedro Martinez paraded the tro-
phy down the left-field line, hoist-
ing it high over his head with both
hands after Boston won it for the
first time since 1918, beating the
St. Louis Cardinals 3-0 Wednes-
day night for a four-game sweep.

Thousands of Red Sox fans at
Busch Stadium roared. Seeing
was believing, but they still
couldn’t believe their eyes.

“We know people who are 90
years old who have just said: ‘Just
one championship before I die,’ ”
Red Sox chairman Tom Werner
said.

Johnny Damon homered on the
fourth pitch of the game, Derek
Lowe made it stand up and the
Red Sox wrapped up a Series in
which they never trailed.

Ridiculed and reviled through
decades of defeat, the Red Sox
didn’t just defeat the Cardinals.
They dominated the team with
the best record in baseball.

“All of our fans have waited all
their lives for this night, and it's fi-
nally here. These guys did it for
you, New England,” Red Sox
owner John Henry said.

Chants of “Thank you, Red
Sox!” bounced all around the ball-
park when it was over, with Bos-
ton fans as revved-up as they
were relieved.

Only 10 nights earlier, the Red
Sox were just three outs from get-
ting swept by the New York Yan-
kees in the AL Championship Se-
ries before becoming the first
team in baseball postseason histo-
Ty to overcome a 3-0 deficit.

SEE RED SOX ON PAGE 31

Boston Red Sox catcher Jason Varitek jumps into the arms of pitcher Keith Foulke after beating the St. Louis
Cardinals 3-0 to win the World Series on Wednesday in St. Loui

The Red Sox, who in the ALCS became the

first team to win a best-of-seven series after trailing 3-0, won their first title since 1918.

St. Louis Cardinals center fielder
Jim Edmonds, second from left,
and shortstop Edgar Renteria,
right, watch dejectedly during
Wednesday night’s loss to Boston
in Game 4. The Cardinals, who
won 105 games during the regu-
lar season, hit .109 and had a
team ERA of 6.09 in the Series.

AP

Ramirez becomes
Boston’s first
Series MVP

Page 31

Long-suffering
Red Sox fans can
celebrate at last

Lowe reaches
high point by
winning clincher
Page 30

Cards birds
of another
feather in
Series play

BY R.B. FALLSTROM
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The St. Louis Car-
dinals seemingly could do no
wrong during the regular season.

But that 105-win team bore no
resemblance to the bunch that
flopped in the World Series, los-
ing 3-0 to Boston on Wednesday
night and getting swept in four
games by the Red Sox.

“I wish we would have given
them a tougher fight,” Reggie
Sanders said. “They put the pres-
sure on and we didn’t have pres-
sure on them at all, so it was an
easy run for them.”

The Cardinals had the National
League’s best offense and the sec-
ond-best pitching staff. Not in the
‘World Series, where they batted a
feeble .190 and had a 6.09 ERA.
The lineup was littered with his-
torically bad performances at the
plate, most notably by their trio of
MVP candidates. And, the Cardi-
nals’ rotation, minus injured
Chris Carpenter, was exposed as
average.

“They outplayed us in every cat-
egory,” manager Tony La Russa
said. “So it ended up not being a
terrific competition.”

The Cardinals waited 17 years
between World Series trips, only
to end the season with a dubious
distinction: Only one team had
more victories before getting
swept, the 1954 Indians, who
were 111-43 before losing to the
New York Giants.

The wait was nearly as long for
La Russa. Maybe it was even
more gut-wrenching on a person-
al level, considering that in his
last shot at the championship in
1990 his heavily favored Oakland
Athletics got swept by the Cincin-
nati Reds.

After falling behind 3-0, owner-
ship would have been happy with
one victory. They were realistic
not to expect another comeback
like the Red Sox pulled off in the
AL Championship Series against
the Yankees.

SEE CARDS ON PAGE 31

Risks are not limited to racetrack for ‘NASCAR Air Force’ rg:



